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BY JOHN PRING, ACTING EDITOR 


DN has spent the last seven 
months investigating the link 
between poverty and disability 
through a series of in-depth 
interviews with disabled people 
and families with disabled 
members. We asked politicians 
and experts to comment on our 
findings in this edition. They 
have called for better training 
and job opportunities for dis- 
abled people, a simpler and 
more generous benefits system, 
better enforcement of discrimi- 
nation laws and a legal right to 
independent living. 

The case studies have shown 
that many disabled people are 
deep in debt, unable to pay 
their monthly bills and often 
struggle to afford to eat. 

Alan Barton, a social policy 
adviser for the charity Citizens 
Advice, said the investigation 
showed disabled people and 
their families have been “left 
trailing”. He added: “Is it 
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acceptable for these families to 
struggle to eat a decent diet and 
to keep their homes warm?” He 
called for more generous fund- 
ing of benefits, training and job 
support; free rehabilitation ser- 
vices; and adequate budgets for 
councils to provide care ser- 
vices, direct payments and dis- 
ability aids. 

Labour MP Roger Berry, sec- 
retary of the parliamentary all 
party disability group, said the 
social care system was “failing 
millions of disabled people”. 
He called for a simpler benefits 
assessment system, with more 
generous disability benefits; 
more effective enforcement of 
anti-discrimination laws and 
the introduction of Lord 
Ashley’s independent living bill. 

Ian Greaves, editor of 
Disability Alliance’s Disability 
Rights Handbook, said the 
investigation had produced 
“shocking results”. He called 
for benefits to reflect the real 
costs of disability; better local 
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The Poverty Files: The conclusions 
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The Naether family (a/so on cover) are deep in debt 


auCnorityes services; “and 
improved access to cheap or 
interest-free credit. 

Mark Harper, shadow min- 
ister for disabled people, said: 
“DN’s Poverty Files paint a 
bleak picture of what life is like 


for many disabled people in the 


UK.” He said poverty levels 
among disabled people were 
“shameful” and the govern- 
ment should simplify the 
benefits system and enable 
voluntary organisations, the 
private sector and social enter- 
prises to do more to help 


disabled people into work. 
He added: “People should 
not be forced to choose 
between food and clothing. 
“Significantly, these stories 
show how poverty not only hits 
at people’s ability to pay the 
bills but also to live their lives.” 
The minister for disabled 
people, Anne McGuire, admit- 
ted the government “must do 
better” in guiding disabled peo- 
ple through the benefits system. 
She said the government had 
launched a campaign to help 
people obtain low cost loans 
and free money advice. And she 
said the new Welfare Reform 
Act would ensure more support 
for people who can work, with 
more financial support for 
those who cannot. She also 
pointed to the current review of 
independent living. “Increasing 
the choice and control that dis- 
abled people can exercise over 
the support they receive is an 
important part of our work.” 
See Poverty Files, pg 23-25 


Jobc 


Disabled people are experienc- 
ing serious hardship due to inac- 
cessible services at Jobcentre 
Plus, new research has found. 

A report* last month from 
Citizens Advice (CA), Not 
Getting Through, shows how a 
switch from mostly face-to-face 
contact over to a telephone ser- 
vice at Jobcentre Plus, the gov- 
ernment agency responsible for 
delivering welfare benefits, has 
left many families without 
money “for weeks on end”. 
Disabled people, including peo- 
ple with mental health issues 
and learning difficulties, are 
among those who experience 
most hardship. 

The evidence, based on 
two nationwide surveys of 
Citizens Advice Bureaux (CAB) 
in autumn 2006 and spring 
2007, shows long delays in pro- 
cessing claims and problems 
getting through to make a 
claim or check on progress. 
Those with sensory impair- 
ments were not offered alterna- 


ntre failure 


tives to claiming by telephone. 
The report also found that 
Jobcentre Plus failed to com- 
municate changes to its system 
adequately. 

The study reveals how a 
man with learning difficulties 
from Mansfield had been 
directed to a callbox to make 
a claim after Jobcentre Plus 
staff refused to accept his 
paper application. His claim 
was then rejected. Another dis- 
abled man went without food 
for six days because he was 
unable to get through to the 
crisis loans phone number. A 
deaf woman was sent away 
with a telephone number that 
she was unable to use. 

In the 2007 survey, 80 per 
cent of bureaux respondents 
said Jobcentre Plus services 
were worse than before reor- 
ganisation started three years 
ago. Around 95 per cent of 
bureaux said their clients had 
problems claiming crisis loans, 
and almost nine out of 10 


bureaux said they could not get 
through on the phone. 

But the 
for Work and Pensions claimed 
that the report does not provide 


Department 


a complete picture. Caroline 
Flint, minister for employment 
and welfare reform, said that 
it “looks back over three 
years and attempts to draw 
conclusions from a few cases. 
Every day we process 15,000 
claims for benefit. We know 
that the vast majority of these 
applications are made without 
a problem. 
“The 
improving position for our 
customers... A small minority 
have faced difficulties and 
we are working hard to 
eradicate these problems. But 
the CAB report creates a 
misleading impression that 
is not supported by the 
experience of the majority of 


facts show an 


our customers.” 
*For a copy, tel: 020 7833 2181 or 
visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
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Kangoo: pure 


Introducing the first Zero advance 
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you'll find this conversion hard to beat. 
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Scooter-users on the warpath 


BY PAUL CARTER 


The Mail on Sunday (MoS) has 
been accused of “blatant bully- 
ing” following a series of nega- 
tive articles about mobility 
scooters. 

A number of readers have 
contacted DN in recent weeks 
to complain about the MoS 
coverage, claiming the paper 
was singling them out unfairly. 

lan Foster, a scooter-user 
from Middlesex, contacted DN 
to say: “As a disabled scooter 
user who is courteous to both 
pedestrians and motorists, I feel 
offended, persecuted and threat- 
ened by these articles. Where are 
they leading? Do they want 
scooters banned altogether? 

“This does seem to be a cam- 
paign against disabled and 
elderly scooter-users. It is noth- 
ing more than blatant bullying,” 
he added. 

Recent MoS stories have 
included coverage of the death 


of a pedestrian, who died in 
hospital of MRSA five months 
after being hit by a mobility 
scooter in the street. The news- 
paper encourages readers to 
contribute scooter horror sto- 
ries — asking them whether they 
have “been driven mad by 
scooters”. 

Alan Burnett, senior policy 
officer for Help the Aged, said 
he thought it was unfair to sin- 
gle out scooters, provided they 
were driven with consideration. 

He said: “For older people, 
whether disabled or impaired, 
we don’t want them to stay at 
home so what are the options 
for them? They probably can’t 
drive anymore, taxis are expen- 
sive and many local authorities 
don’t provide | subsidies. 
Mobility scooters play a vital 
role for them.” 

Peter Wright, editor of the 
MoS, rejected suggestions they 
had any agenda against mobility 
scooters or their riders. 


Under fire: scooter-users like these Shopmobility Stockport members 


He said: “Mobility scooters 
are wonderful things and a 
boon to anyone with mobility 
problems. Their popularity has 
led to a big increase in num- 
bers in use and inevitably there 
have been safety issues, some 
of which have been reported 


in The Mail on Sunday.” 

In another blow for scooter- 
users, European Union changes 
to customs rules could result in 
prices rising by as much as £250. 
*“For more the 
EU scooter visit 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


news on 


tax issue, 


Disabled 


Three people who abused a 
man with epilepsy and kept 
locked in a shed in 
Gloucestershire for six weeks 
have been jailed at Bristol 
Crown Court. 

Amanda Baggus, 26, Dave 
Lehane, 35, both of Badgers 
Wey. Bream. and Scott 
Andrews, 27, of Hathaway 
Close, Gloucester, all plead- 
ed guilty to false imprison- 


Remploy row 


The debate around the future of 
Remploy factories fired up 
again as the disability employ- 
ment provider announced a 70 
per cent hike in the number of 
mainstream jobs it helped secure 
for disabled people in the first 
financial quarter of this year. It 
said that its Interwork scheme, 
which partners with companies 
such as Asda and B&Q, had 
helped 1,500 disabled people 
into mainstream jobs between 


him 


March and June. 
The news. comes after 
Remploy’s controversial 


announcement of plans to close 
32 of its 83 factories and merge 
11 more. Factory jobs cost the 
government-funded — body 
£20,000 a year per person, com- 
pared to a one-off £5,000 for a 
mainstream placement. 

But a report from MPs voiced 
concern that a high turnover 
rate for the types of jobs secured 
by Interwork, which is about 
three years, will leave many dis- 
abled people without long-term 
job security. 

*For a full version of this article, 
visit www.disabilitynow.orguk 


man dies 


ment and assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm to Kevin 
Davies, 29. 

Baggus, who owned the 
shed, and her boyfriend 
Lehane, were both sentenced 
to 10 years in prison, with 
Andrews receiving a nine- 
year sentence. 

The court heard last month 
how Mr Davies had been 
beaten and kept “like a dog” 


in a locked garden shed. 

By the time of his death in 
September 2006, Mr Davies 
had injuries including burn 
marks consistent with a cor- 
rosive liquid and a hot knife. 
He also had a fractured lar- 
ynx and ribs. 

Experts could not say 
whether his epilepsy con- 
tributed to his death. 

The abuse started after Mr 


after torture in shed 


Davies damaged a car belong- 
ing to one of his abusers. 

“Tt wasn’t looked at as a dis- 
ability hate crime,” chief crown 
prosecutor Adrian Foster told 
DN after the hearing. 

The charity Epilepsy Action 
refused to comment on the 
case, on the grounds that it 
may have been a one-off, and 
not related to Mr Davies’ 
impairment. 


Wakefield 
facing 
charges 


The controversial doctor who 
linked the mumps, measles and 
rubella (MMR) 
autism is facing allegations of 
professional misconduct relat- 
ing to his research on disabled 
children. 

The General Medical 
Council (GMC), the body that 
regulates doctors, is holding a 
hearing to decide whether Dr 
Andrew Wakefield and two 
other doctors are guilty of 
charges linked to a research 
study carried out on children 


vaccine to 


with bowel disease and autism. 

They are alleged to have car- 
ried out procedures against the 
medical interests of the chil- 
dren by taking fluid from their 
spines and subjecting others to 
bowel examinations. 

It is also alleged that they 
failed to obtain approval from a 
ethics 
before embarking on the 


medical committee 
research. 

Among other allegations, Dr 
Wakefield is said to 
administered a treatment to a 


have 


child before checking its safety, 
ordered examinations of chil- 
dren despite not possessing the 
correct qualifications, and paid 
children in return for blood 
samples at a birthday party. 

The three doctors could be 
struck off if found guilty. 

The hearing continues and 
the panel is scheduled to give its 
decision on 19 October. 
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Disability groups welcome cabinet reshuffle 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


Disability groups have warmly 
welcomed Gordon Brown’s first 
cabinet, especially the addition 
of former economic secretary 
to the treasury Ed Balls, who 
has a track record of support- 
ing disability issues. 

Balls, chosen to head the 
new Department for Children, 
Schools and Families, has been 
touted to usher in a period of 
real change for disabled chil- 
dren and families. That change 
is underlined by the fact that he 
has appointed Francine Bates, 
formerly chief executive of the 
disability charity Contact a 
Family, as a special adviser. 

Steve Broach, manager of the 
Every Disabled Child Matters 
campaign, said Balls had proved 
his commitment through his 
involvement in the government’s 
May review, Aiming High for 
Disabled Children, 
secured a funding package of 
£340 million for 2008-11. 


which 


Mr Broach added: “We’re 
obviously pleased that a secre- 
tary of state is going to be 
advised by such a staunch advo- 
cate. It gives us even more 
confidence that disabled chil- 
dren are going to stay at the 
heart of the agenda.” 

In other changes, Alan 
Johnson has replaced Patricia 
Hewitt as health secretary and 
John Denham is at the helm of 
the new Department for 
Innovation, Universities and 
Skills, which brings together 
functions from the defunct 
Department for Trade and 
Industry and Department for 
Education and Skills. 

Anne McGuire, MP for 
Stirling, who is also popular 
among disability groups, will 
remain the minister for disabled 
people. Ivan Lewis also stays on 
as Care services minister. 

David Congdon, head of 
campaigns and policy for 
Mencap, says that the charity is 
pleased that Mr Lewis will 


continue in the post, given his 
commitment to people with 
learning difficulties. 

But he added: “The key 


challenge is to ensure that 


of resources instead of being 
the poor relation of the 
NHS. Who the ministers are 
is less important than 
making sure the services are 
delivered.” 


social care gets its fair share 


ri 


Pa rs — 
Are you having a giraffe? SweetTree’s learning disability service 


treated service-users, their families and friends to a day out at 
London Zoo on 21 June in support of Learning Disabilities Week. 
Pictured is service-user Sherrina Hembrow visiting the giraffes. 


Time to focus o 


It has been a busy month for 
the team at DN. 

We have found an excellent 
design and communications 
company, Engage, to help us 
carry out the first major 
redesign in our 23-year history. 

Engage will be working 
closely with DN to produce a 
new look and format for both 
our monthly newspaper and 
website. 
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Apart from their exciting 
plans for our future, Engage’s 
experts have also been responsi- 
ble for the Disability Rights 
Commission’s publications, and 
so have years of experience in 
working on accessibility issues. 

Engage and DN will also be 
working with disabled people 
to make sure that the new DN 
is as accessible and enjoyable 
to read as possible. 


balder.co.uk www.balder.co.uk 


I have been delighted at how 
many readers have already told 
me what they want to see in 
the new DN. 

Many of you asked for a 
more manageable size and it is 
already clear that the new-look 
DN will be in a smaller format. 

We would now like to invite 
readers to take part in focus 
groups and in testing the new 
print and web versions of DN. 


n DNS redesign 


Volunteers will be given 
refreshments and paid travel 
expenses. The sessions will 
take place in both London and 
Manchester. 

Anyone who would like to 
help shape DN’s future 


should contact Lucy Howard, 
tel: 020 7619 7323, email 
lucy.howard@scope.org.uk or 
textphone: 020 7619 7332. 
John Pring, acting editor 


Such and Such Design Ltd, 259 Beckenham Rd, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 4RP 
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Disabled ‘Dragon's Den’ 

One enterprising disabled 
businessperson has the chance 
to win £50,000 in the Stelios 
Disabled Entrepreneur of the 
Year award 2007. 

Sir Stelios Haji-loannou, 
easyJet’s boss, has joined 
forces with disability charity 
Leonard Cheshire to find the 
UK’s leading disabled entre- 
preneur. 

Applicants must have at 
least a 40 per cent ownership 
in a business with an annual 
turnover of at least £10,000, 
which has been trading for 
no more than three years, 
and must apply by 14 
September 2007. 

For an application 
form, tel: 08707 355385, 
www.leonard-cheshire.org 


Call for organ ‘opt-out’ system 
England’s chief medical offi- 
cer has called for a move to 
an “opt-out” system of 
organ donation to deal with 
the shortage of organs. In his 
2006 annual report*, chief 
medical officer Liam 
Donaldson recommended 
that everyone be seen as a 
potential organ donor, unless 
they have specifically 
requested otherwise. 
According to research from 
UK Transplant in the report, 
at least one person dies wait- 
ing for an organ transplant in 
the UK every day. 
1hOt, Say cou 
www.dh.gov.uk 
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More help to stub out ciggies 
The mental health charity 
Mind is calling for the govern- 
ment to provide more support 
for people with mental health 
problems to quit smoking. 

People with mental health 
problems are twice as likely 
to smoke than members of 
the general public, but from 
July 2008 there will no longer 
be designated smoking 
rooms for mental health 
inpatients. As well as accessi- 
ble and appropriate smoking 
cessation services, the charity 
is calling for more activities 
to be provided for mental 
health inpatients as an alter- 
native to smoking. 


How anti-TB drugs work 

A new virtual model of the 
microbe that causes tubercu- 
losis (TB) could lead to new 
vaccines and drug targets. 

By simulating the proper- 
ties of a real TB bacillus, 
researchers from _ the 
University of Surrey hope to 
identify how existing anti-TB 
drugs work and identify new 
treatments. The model can 
be accessed interactively by 
other researchers. 
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Deaf student sues over lack of BSL funding 


BY PAUL CARTER 


A profoundly deaf student has 
begun legal action against a uni- 
versity for failing to provide suf- 
ficient funding for British Sign 
Language (BSL) interpreters. 

John Savva, a postgraduate 
student, is bringing the case 
against London Metropolitan 
University under the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA), 
which, since 2003, has obliged 
colleges and universities to sup- 
ply auxiliary aids and services 
to disabled students. 

Jocelyn Murphy, of the 


Disability Law Service, who 
is representing Mr Savva, said 
the university had offered him 
a maximum of £3,500 a 
year from the Access to 
Learning fund, which, even 
when combined with the dis- 
abled students’ allowance, still 
led to a shortfall of around 
£10,000. 

She said: “To my knowl- 
edge this is the first case to 
make use of the auxiliary 
services provision in the 
DDA and highlights the bar- 
riers deaf students have to 
face in undertaking and com- 


pleting higher education 
courses.” 

The Disability Rights 
Commission’s (DRC) code of 
practice for providers of post- 
16 education envisages 
“instances when disabled stu- 
dents might need reasonable 
adjustments to be provided by 
the institution in addition to 
those resourced through their 
disabled students’ allowances.” 

A DRC spokeswoman said 
that Mr Savva’s case high- 
lighted an “acutely impor- 
tant” issue, as students who 
require BSL are often “at the 


very sharp end of very small 
budgets”. 

She said: “The big problem 
is that BSL is very expensive 
and universities and colleges 
struggle to meet the costs. One 
of the real big issues is there is 
nowhere to suggest where the 
money may come from.” 

London Metropolitan 
University secretary John 
McParland said: “This matter 
is the subject of a court case 
and so not appropriate to dis- 
cuss. The court has proposed 
mediation, which both sides 
have accepted.” 


New mental health act welcomed 


The government’s controversial 
mental health legislation made 
its final pass through the House 
of Commons last month after 
five years of wrangling between 
campaigners and the two 
Houses. Previous draft bills 
were fiercely opposed by men- 
tal health organisations. A 
coalition of 78 groups lobbied 
parliament last year. 

Mental health groups wel- 
comed compromise amend- 
ments from the House of Lords, 
backed by MPs, but criticised 
plans to allow the treatment of 
patients against their will. 

Under the new law, people 
could be forced to have out- 
of-hospital treatment via 
community treatment orders 
(CTOs) and increased powers 
have been given to non-med- 
ical staff, such as occupation- 
al therapists, to keep patients 
in hospital. 


DN CAMPAIGN 


Rethink over 
cannabis class 


Gordon Brown has announced 
a review into whether cannabis 
should be reclassified from a 
class C to a class B drug, which 
would result in more severe 
penalties for possession. 

The review comes in the light 
of concerns about links between 
cannabis and mental illness. 

Meanwhile, Patricia 
Tabram, 68, who _ uses 
cannabis to ease her depres- 
sion and pain and was found 
guilty of cultivating and pos- 
sessing the drug, has escaped 
eviction from her house — as 
long as she is not convicted of 
supply or cultivation during 
the next two years. 

She told DN: “What I really 
want to do now is continue 
with the fight to get cannabis 
legalised so that [disabled peo- 
ple] are not forced to take 
chemical medication from 
the NHS.” 


But new amendments will 
mean that two clinicians, rather 
than one, must agree renewals 
of detention and that doctors 
must have regard to a patient’s 
history before imposing com- 
pulsory treatment. 

Andy Bell, chair of the 
Mental Health Alliance, said 
the government had made 
important concessions, such as 
the right to advocacy and safe- 
guards over the use of electro- 
convulsive therapy, but criti- 
cised a failure to recognise the 
risks of overuse of CTOs. 

Mr Bell said: “We are now at 
a crossroads. We call on the 
government to start listening to 
the people who are affected by 
the act when it writes the new 
regulations and to ensure that 
sufficient resources are made 
available to mental health ser- 
vices to implement the changes 
fairly.” 


New "Gracile” for 
children from 4 
years old 


It’s a winner! Bioengineer Professor Heinz Wolff (centre, with engi- 
neers Don Clarkson, left, and Bruce Carr, right) selected this page- 
turner for one of the annual awards from charity Remap. Mr 
Clarkson and Mr Carr made it with Robbie Bowie (not pictured) 
for book-lover Karis Williams, who has movement in just one hand. 
Remap makes tailor-made pieces of equipment for disabled people. 


MEDIMOTION 


THE NEW "'VIVA 2" STATE OF THE ART THERAPEUTIC EXERCISER. 
FULLY PASSIVE MOTION « ASSISTED ACTIVE MOTION « OR FULLY ACTIVE 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AND UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE 
AND GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage progress 


and provides on screen symmetry and analysis. 


Used extensively worldwide for M.S, C.P, stroke 
and spinal injury rehabilitation and physiotherapy. 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR 
CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS AND IMPROVE 
THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS 


Mixed feelings 
on mental 
health issues 


Public fear and prejudice 
towards people with mental ill- 
ness in England has increased 
slightly, a Department of 
Health study has found. 

Of those surveyed, eight per 
cent fewer favour a more toler- 
ant attitude than they did when 
the poll was first carried out in 
1994. The number of those 
believing that people with men- 
tal illness are deserving of more 
sympathy has declined by five 
per cent. 

In another finding, 34 per 
those 
believed that people with men- 


cent of questioned 
tal health problems were prone 
to violence, an increase of five 
per cent since the question was 
posed in 2003. 

But the general public is still 
understanding. 
Almost nine out of 10 partici- 
pants thought that people with 
mental health problems deserve 
sympathy. Four out of five also 
believe that society needs to be 
more tolerant towards people 
with a mental illness and the 


relatively 


same proportion disagree that 
those with such illnesses are a 
burden on society. 

Ivan Lewis, the care services 
minister, said: “Although, reas- 
suringly, many people still hold 
balanced, reasonable views 
about mental illness, the atti- 
tudes of a significant minority 
reflect prejudices that should be 
as unacceptable as racism in a 
modern, civilised society.” 


"Viva 2" Full 
body model 
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6 News 


Prioritise dementia, says NAO 


Health and social services must 
tackle dementia, the National 
Audit Office (NAO) says. 

In a report*, the NAO said 
that early diagnosis and inter- 
vention in cases of dementia is 
known to be cost-effective, but 
fewer than half of people with 
dementia ever receive a formal 
diagnosis. 

Neil Hunt, chief executive of 
the Alzheimer’s Society, said: “A 
lot of money is being spent on 


ear dementia care — we 
need to plan now to make 
better use of resources.” 

Ivan Lewis, the care services 
minister, accepted that more 
needs to be done and said: “I 
will be working with the 
Alzheimer’s Society and others 
to address the findings of the 
NAO report.” 

“Improving services and support 
for people with dementia; for a 
copy, visit wwiw.nao.org.uk 


20” aoe RSGAE 
adjustable seat 

e Seat to floor height 

adjustable from 
ey 14” to 34” 

e Ergonomically 
designed seat for 
maximum comfort 

e Perfect for the 


| e¢ Superbly comfortable and supportive 


e The latest in powered wheelchairs 
| ¢ Indoor and outdoor capability 


Mid wheel drive for the best indoor 


and outdoor manoeuvrability 


All 6 wheels remain in contact with 


the ground for maximum stability 


Active Track suspension for 
enhanced performance 


Powerful new ‘GLIDE’ motor gives 
more power and torque 

2 x 50A/hr batteries allow you to 
travel up to 25 miles 


Range of seats available for 
maximum comfort 


° Moar 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 


home and office 


Stylish rear-wheel 

drive indoor and 

outdoor powerchair || 

Manoeuvres easily 

even in tight spaces 7 

Seat height adjusts E 
Ca) 


F up to 12” to reach 


shelving etc. 


Optional kerb 
climber 


www.totallyactive.co.uk — 


Totally Active, Dept 505, FREEPOST, NAT10869, 32 The Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 3ZY 


New EU flight rules welcome, 
but ‘need more bite’, says DRC 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


Long-awaited aviation regula- 
tions are set to give disabled 
travellers new rights when fly- 
ing in Europe. 

The new EU regulation will 
be introduced in two stages: 
from 26 July this year, airlines, 
travel agents and tour operators 
will no longer be allowed to 
refuse a booking -on ithe 
grounds of disability or refuse 
to embark a disabled person 
who has a valid ticket and 
reservation. 

From 26 July 2008, airport 
managing bodies 
required to organise services for 
disabled people to board, disem- 
bark and transit between flights 
— with airlines shouldering the 


will be 


cost rather than disabled people. 

Low budget airlines like 
Ryanair, which presently limits 
itself to four disabled passen- 
gers per flight, are likely to be 
forced to make the most 
changes. 

Ryanair was criticised in 
2005 for forcing nine blind and 
partially-sighted passengers to 
disembark an aircraft because 
the airline’s self-imposed quota 
had been met. 

Ryanair has said it will com- 
ply with the regulations, but 
refused to admit it was wrong 
in the past. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) welcomed 
the new rules but voiced con- 
cern about how they would be 
enforced realistically. 


A DRC spokeswoman said 
the Civil Aviation Authority 
will have the power to prose- 
cute, but will be focused on 
how the regulation works 
strategically as opposed to sup- 
porting individuals who have 
been unfairly treated. 

DRC chairman Sir Bert 
Massie said: “These gaps in the 
regulation can only be safely 
plugged if the current exemp- 
tion of air transport from the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
was lifted. 

“The new Commission for 
Equality and Human Rights 
must be given the power to sup- 
port individuals who have faced 
discrimination when travelling 
by air. Without this, the regula- 
tion won't bite.” 


Obituary: Ro 


Roy Webb [who died on 15 
June] was a big man, with a big 
heart, and big ideas. He was 
passionately committed to 
social justice and equality for all 
disabled people. 

Roy was involved in so many 
organisations that I doubt even 
he could have said just how 
many. He was involved in his 
local disability organisation in 
the London Borough of 
Southwark; he was involved 
nationally in. the United 
Kingdom’s Disabled People’s 


Council; he was involved in 
UNISON and trade union 
activities; and, of course, he 
was involved in the Labour 
Party, where he was ever the 
optimist that eventually social- 
ism would prevail. 

In fact, wherever there was 
some agitation going on, espe- 
cially for the rights of disabled 
people, you would find Roy 
plotting, planning and thinking 
through the right strategy to 
adopt. 

Roy’s timekeeping was leg- 
endary — he was late for every- 
thing — but he made so much 
difference when he did turn up. 
He welcomed everyone to the 
cause of social justice and 
worked tirelessly to involve dis- 
abled people new to the cause. 

Many of us just talk the talk 
about justice but Roy lived the 


Webb 


life, even letting a disabled per- 
son escaping institutional care 
stay in his flat for several weeks 
while things were sorted out. 

He never had a bad word to 
say about anyone, not even — as 
an Aston Villa supporter — 
Birmingham City fans. 

Latterly, as policy officer at 
the National Centre jae 
Independent Living (NCIL), 
Roy spearheaded the Our Lives 
Our Choices campaign to sup- 
port Lord Ashley and Roger 
Berry MP’s disabled persons 
(independent living) bill. 

In fact, campaigning to get 
that legislation on the statute 
book and realising the dream 
of independent living and 
equality for disabled people 
would be the best tribute we 
could pay to Roy. 

Sue Bott, director, NCIL 


Mutual Friends: Teenagers, some with autism, performed their project, The Sound of Dickens, at the 
newly opened Dickens World attraction at Chatham Maritime in Kent. The scheme was organised by 
Create, an arts charity that specialises in work with vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. 
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News 7 


Bad blood: loss of papers ‘rather 


BY SUNIL PECK 


A former government minister, 
Lord Owen, 
cern about the destruction of 


has voiced con- 


government documents relat- 
ing to the supply of contami- 
nated blood products to peo- 
ple with haemophilia in the 
1970s and 1980s. Many con- 
tracted HIV and hepatitis C as 
a result and more than 1,700 
died. Others are terminally ill. 


Lord Owen gave evidence in 
July to the independent 
inquiry, chaired by Lord 
Archer of Sandwell QC, the 
former solicitor general, which 
is investigating the contami- 
nated blood scandal. In his 
Lord Owen, who 
was a Labour health minister 
in the 1970s, told the panel 
that it was “rather bizarre” 
that his ministerial papers had 
been destroyed because the 


evidence, 


issues under consideration 
were “extremely important”. 
He added: “ 
look at this, the more you look 
at the question of what was 


The more you 


happening in France [where 
there was a scandal over the 
use of contaminated blood for 
transfusions], the more you 
begin to see people who were 
fearful of having the same 
legal processes going on in 
London and in this country.” 


Lord Owen also drew the 
inquiry panel's attention to a 
document, dated February 1976, 
which shows that Department of 
Health (DH) officials were 
aware that imported blood prod- 
ucts came with a “higher hepati- 
tis risk” than NHS ones and 
were “more costly than produc- 
ing our own”. 

In the 1970s, Lord Owen 
announced plans for Britain to 
manufacture its own blood 


DED schemes slated for 


not going far enough 


BY PAUL CARTER 


The government has conceded 
fiat it 
ensuring that the disability 
equality duty (DED) is imple- 


must go further” in 


mented fully across all govern- 
ment offices. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) assessed 
the approach taken to the duty 
by 15 government departments 
and labelled it as “patchy”, 
stating that although there was 
much to praise, all of the dis- 
ability equality schemes had 
areas of weakness. 

Sir Bert Massie, chairman of 


the DRC, said: “The duty 
applies across the public sector 
but it is inevitably government 
departments which must give a 
strong lead.” 

An Office for Disability 
Issues (ODI) spokesman 
said: “The DRC report has 
identified what more depart- 
ments need to do to ensure they 
are promoting equality for 
disabled people. 

“The ODI is supporting 
our government colleagues to 
take this work forward by 
sharing best practice and offer- 
ing practical help and 
solutions.” 


| of Scope, said: 


bizarre’ 


products. But the plans were 
never implemented. 
ADH 


expressed sympathy for those 


spokesperson 
infected and said: “The gov- 
ernment of the day acted in 
good faith, relying on the 
information available at the 
time. We have been open and 
transparent on this issue, 
ensuring that as much relevant 
information is in the public 
domain as possible.” 


Time to Get Equal goes swimmingly 


The week-long series of events 
promoting human rights for 
disabled people was a success, 
says disability charity Scope. 
Scope’s Time to Get Equal 
(TtGE) week was launched by a 
flotilla of eight boats, decked 
out with TtGE flags and logos, 


| sailing along the River Thames 


(pictured right). 

There were 
70 events in England and 
Wales to mark the. campaign, 
reception at 


more than 


including a 
Downing Street. 
Jon Sparkes, chief executive 
“People were 
brought together in the 


name of disabled people’s 


equality, and we brought the 
roundel [TtGE logo] into the 
public consciousness like 
never before. 

“We have to raise public 


disabled 


that 
9eople’s rights are human 
E I £ 


awareness 
rights, and to stick to our aim 
to get one million people 
supporting that vision.” 


WINES GARG 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES... ... UNIQUE TO 


ALL VEHICLES 
PULL TESTED TO 
hg! pele N DARD 


Mercedes Benz ViTO 
ABS, also available 
in Automatic. 
Electric Winch included. 


1.9 T.D.1. turbo diesel. 


MAKE/MODEL 


VW T5* (tvta) Re 


Electric Winch 
included. 


Citroen 1.9 D Dispatch 
Citreon 1.9 D Dispatch WAV 
Citreon 1.4 Berlingo Petrol WAV 
Renault Kangoo 1.5 Diesel 
Renault Kangoo 1.6 Petrol Auto 
Renault Master 2.2 Diesel Versa 
Renault Trafic 1.9 Diesel 

VW T5 Transporter 1.9 D 

VW Transporter 2.5 Diesel Versa 
VW Transporter 2.5 Diesel Auto 


e ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED @ 6 MONTHS WARRANTY @ ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED. 
WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES Contact us on the number below 


nault KANGOO 
1.2 petrol, Authentique. 

Automatic available, 
ie available i in Diesel. 


BX53 OWO 
RX06 LHC 
RX05 EFD 
PO56 FKM 
RK53 DCX 
PO51 KVC 
PJ53 TNX 
YRO6 UMT 
YP52 BVK 
YP52 BXA 


COLOUR 
Blue 


Mt Grey 4 Seats, Ramp 5,702 12,995 
Red 3 Seats, Ramp 6,598 11,495 
Blue 3 Seats, Ramp, Air Con 2,089 11,595 
Mt Blue 3 Seats, Ramp 6,000 9,295 
Red 4 Seats, Tail Lift, Air Con 15,496 9,495 
Blue 4 Seats, Ramp 9,884 10,995 
Mt Blue 4 Seats, Ramp, Winch, Air Con 29,000 13,995 
Green 4 Seats, Ramp 16,000 8,995 


Green 


Toyota HIACE* (tvta) 
2.5 C.D.I. ae diesel, 
ABS 


SPECIFICATION 


4 Seats, Ramp 


Renault TRAFIC* 


3 Seats, Ramp, Lowered Floor 28,000 


(LVTA) 
2.0 D.C.I. turbo diesel. 
Also 2.5 D.C.I. available, 
also enable i in Autouenc. 


Motability 


NG 
iS 


Renault MASTER 
2.5 D.C.I. turbo diesel, 
also available 
in Automatic. 


obelte: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
e-mail: vertgG@shesicnarre -access.co.uk 
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- coccnwork 


SPECIALS TeVEHTCEES 


The new C8 - Cirrus wheelchair accessible vehicle from GM Coachwork provides 
the ultimate in freedom, comfort and versatility for the wheelchair passenger. 


With ease of access, class leading vision, and exceptional headroom, there 
really has never been a better way to travel. 


So now the only consideration you'll have is where to go next! 


Doblo Aspen 
maximum headroom - 1390mm (54") 
forward eyeline vision - 1150mm (45") 
Max. Wheelchair width - 760mm (30") 


GM Montana 
maximum headroom - 1500mm (59") 
forward eyeline vision - 1200mm (47") 
Max. Wheelchair width - 760mm (30") 


A highly versatile vehicle - optional 
headroom height of 1700mm (67”) 


0845 076 0962 
FREE DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - NATIONWIDE | Se2 Motability 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


Seating for up to 8 passengers 
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News 9 


Sadness myth exploded 


The hoary old belief that dis- 
abled children are sadder than 
others has been exploded in 
research published in the med- 
ical journal The Lancet. 

Professor Allan Colver, an 
academic from Newcastle 
University, co-ordinated the 
study, which ran in seven 
European countries. 

More than 800 children, all 
with cerebral palsy and aged 
between eight and 12, partici- 
pated in the study and were 
asked about 100 factors in their 
life. They mostly reported a 
very positive outlook on life, 
including good psychological 
well-being, self-perception, 
social support and school envi- 
ronments. 

Professor Colver said: “Pity 
and sorrow should not be 
directed to disabled children 
because our findings indicate 
that they experience most of 
life as do non-disabled children. 


Therefore, maximum effort is 
needed to support the social 
and educational policies that 
recognise the similarity 
between the lives of disabled 
children and those of other 
children.” 

American paediatricians 
Olaf Dammann and Michael 
© Sheameicaicdmmethapoem ene 
findings “offer both reassur- 
ance to parents of children 
with this disorder and 
potential strategies to 
clinicians seeking to improve 
the quality of life for affected 
children”. 

Andy Rickell, an executive 
director at Scope, welcomed 
the findings of the study and 
said: “We fully support the 
study’s central recommenda- 
tion for further action to sup- 
port social and educational 
policies that recognise the simi- 
larity between disabled and 
non-disabled children.” 


Screenings for all—unless you're deaf 


A charity has criticised 
Channel 4 for failing to provide 
subtitles for a series of outdoor 
film screenings in London. 

The National Deaf 
Children’s Society (NDCS) said 
that Channel 4 “needs to ask 
itself some hard questions” over 
the lack of provision for deaf 
people at The Film4 Summer 
Screen, running from 2-11 
August at Somerset House. 

Susan Daniels, chief execu- 
tive of NDCS, said: “For the 
want of some simple fore- 
thought at the start of planning 


Taxicard re-hired 


London Councils, the body 
that represents the capital’s 
local authorities, has 
announced a new contract for 
the capital’s concessionary taxi 
service, Taxicard, despite con- 
tinuing uncertainty over the 


scheme’s future. 

London Councils said the 
three-year deal with Computer 
Cab, which operates the 
scheme, would improve services 
considerably while saving tax- 
payers’ money. 

However, it launched an 
attack on ‘Transport for 
London (TfL), which helps 
fund Taxicard, claiming that it 
may withdraw funding to 
improve its own less flexible 
scheme, Dial-a-Ride. 

Daniel Moylan, chairman of 
London Councils’ transport 
and environment committee, 
said it would even consider tak- 
ing over Dial-a-Ride from TfL. 

A TfL spokeswoman con- 
firmed it was reviewing door- 
to-door services, but stressed 
that any proposals would go 
out to consultation before any 
decisions were made. 


this flagship event, deaf chil- 
dren and young people will be 
unable to take part in this sum- 
mer celebration of cinema.” 

A spokeswoman for Channel 
4 said that the lack of subtitles 
at the screenings, which will fea- 
ture films such as Walk the Line 
and Hot Fuzz, was “something 
of which we are terribly aware”. 

“Sadly, Somerset House does 
not have a digital projector, 
which makes it technically very 
difficult as we would have to 
source original prints that are 
both screenable and subtitled.” 


SOUTHERN 
MOBILITY 


SEN children under-achieve, says LSE 


BY KATHARINE QUARMBY 


A report* from the London 
School of Economics has found 
that many children with special 
educational needs (SEN) are 
not achieving all they could do 
at school. The research, com- 
missioned by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, looked 
at low-achieving children in 
British schools and examined 
some of the reasons for such 
failure. 

It identified a number of 
issues: white boys were more 
likely to fail at school, as were 
poor children, children with 
learning difficulties and those 
in care. 

About 18 per cent of all 
pupils had SEN in 2005, and 
just three per cent had a state- 


ment. Nearly 60 per cent of 
children who failed to get any 
passes at all at GCSE level 
had SEN. 

Among those with SEN 
most likely to do well are those 
with physical impairments. 
Children with learning difficul- 
ties or behavioural, emotional 
and social problems were most 
likely to struggle, as were some 
autistic children. 

Some 40 per cent of all 
children in care fail to get 
any GCSEs — eight times the 
rate in the population as 
a whole. Children with SEN 
were also very over-represented 
in this group — 27 per cent 
of children in 
statements. 

The report also found that 
20 per cent of the association 


care have 


between SEN and low achieve- 
ment was due to children with 
SEN attending poorer quality 
schools. 

Professor Robert Cassen, the 
lead author, said: “A parliamen- 
tary committee said last year 
that there is a postcode lottery 
in provision for children with 
SEN. Not all can be high 
achievers but many can be 
helped to do a lot better, partic- 
ularly those with behavioural 
problems.” 

The authors conclude by 
suggesting that targeting help 
to disadvantaged students such 
as those who are poor or have 
learning difficulties would raise 
their achievement. 


“Tackling low educational 
read the 
report, visit www.jrforg.uR 


achievement; to 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FROM £5995 
Freedom to travel with Confidence, Security & in Comfort 
On short or long journeys 


ALL OUR VEHICLES COME WITH A CAM BELT SERVICE 


IF REQUIRED. 


6 Month Warranty (Full Parts & Labour) 
Flexible Finance Package available 


Written Quotes on Request 


Free Home Demonstration and Delivery 
Part Exchange Valuations available 


Good Quality private vehicles purchased. 


TEL: 01243 586 444 
MOB: 0790 367 4450 


7 Days a week 


01883 624041 
0783 623 0556 


Young pretenders: Donny Osmond performs with children fro 


CHICKENSHEL 


- 


m Chickenshed, the inclusive London 
theatre company, at the Concert for Diana at Wembley Stadium on 1 July, watched by millions worldwide 


Promoting mobility for disabled people. 
For further information call and quote DN: 01508 489449 


Visit our website: www.mobilise.info or email: enquiries@mobilise.info 
Registered Charity No 1111826. Registered in Cardiff No. 5382417. Limited Liability 
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YW : 
Low Cleaner air for Greater London 


emission 


y st 


“My vehicle meets ra Haig Emission 
Zone emissions standards.” 


Does your vehicle? 


The Low Emission Zone (LEZ) is being introduced from 4 February 2008 to help improve air quality 

in Greater London. There will be a phased launch, starting with heaviest of the most polluting diesel- 
engined lorries (over 12 tonnes). Buses and coaches exceeding 5 tonnes will need to meet Euro III from 
July 2008 and minibuses below 5 tonnes will need to meet Euro III from October 2010. All buses and 
coaches exceeding 5 tonnes must meet Euro IV by January 2012. Cars will not be affected by the LEZ. 


If you drive within Greater London, you will need to check that your vehicle meets the specified LEZ 
emissions standards to drive it within the zone without paying the high daily charge. Owners of GB- 
licensed vehicles can use the vehicle compliance checker at tfl.gov.uk/lezlondon or call 0845 607 0009 
to see if they are affected and what action they may have to take. 


If your vehicle doesn’t meet the LEZ emissions standards, there are several options: 
° Avoid travelling in the zone. 

* Modify your vehicle by fitting approved pollution abatement equipment. 

¢ Upgrade to a newer vehicle. 

¢ Pay the daily charge. 


All non-GB licensed vehicles (inc. Northern Ireland) which meet the LEZ emissions standards will need 
to be registered for the LEZ with Transport for London to be driven within the zone without incurring 
high charges. Registration forms are available online or call +44 20 7310 8998 from overseas. 


Visit tfl._gov.uk/lezlondon or call 0845 607 0009 for more information. 


MAYOR OF LONDON Transport for London 


Calls from BT landlines cost up to 4p per minute. The cost of calls from other lines may vary. International call rates apply. 
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News 11 


Blunkett praises inclusive 
approach to employment 


David Blunkett has spoken 
about the importance of inclu- 
sion in employment at an event 
celebrating contributions made 
by people with learning difficul- 
ties in the workplace. 

The former home secretary 
was speaking at an “employ- 
ment achievement day”, hosted 
by Toucan Employment, a 
London-based organisation 
that helps people with learning 
difficulties find jobs and sup- 
ports them in employment. 

He said that “every individ- 
ual deserves support in fulfill- 
ing their potential and to be 
able to be independent and live 
with dignity”. 


Ray Whittaker, managing 
director of Toucan 
Employment (pictured below 
right, with Janette Charlton, 
who was supported into 
employment through Toucan, 
and Mr Blunkett), said the 
event “highlighted the great 
contribution people with learn- 
ing difficulties can make” in 
employment, given the right 
support. 

He said: “More and more 
employers are realising the 
value of employing our clients 
and it is vital that as a commu- 
nity we can offer more disabled 
people the chance to experience 
fulfilling jobs.” 


Cash boost for SEN schools 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 
The 


announced plans to increase 
the number of special educa- 
tional needs (SEN) specialist 
schools in England over the 
next three years. 

The new Department for 
Children, Schools and Families 
pledged £23 million to bring 
the number of schools with 
SEN specialist status, which 
will include both mainstream 
and special schools, up to 
approximately 150. 

The plans were announced in 
July by schools minister Andrew 
Adonis, who congratulated 
schools that recently attained 
specialist status, including 29 


government has 


SEN special schools. He said: 
“More and more special schools 
are participating in the pro- 
gramme and this is proving very 
successful.” 

To apply for specialist status, 
schools must raise £50,000 in 
private sponsorship and draw 
up a school and community 
plan to raise standards, increase 
provision and encourage take- 
up in their specialist subjects. 
Successful schools will then 
receive additional funding per 
pupil each year plus £100,000 
to pay for new facilities and 
better equipment. 

SEN specialist schools will 
be expected to share their 
expertise to support better 
practice nationwide. 


Elaine Colquhoun, president 
of the National Association of 
Special Educational Needs, 
welcomed the news and said 
SEN specialist status will raise 
attainment for all students and 
strengthen the quality of teach- 
ing and learning. 

But Tara Flood, director of 
the Alliance for Inclusive 
Education, a campaign body, 
criticised the “hard lobbying” 
of special schools which have a 
“vested interest in keeping the 
myth alive that children with 
SEN need to be segregated”. 

“What is happening is that 
special schools are applying for 
specialist status and are getting 
more money to continue segre- 
gating children with SEN.” 


Lukewarm welcome for care white paper 


Disability organisations and 
charities working with children 
welcomed the publication of 
the government’s white paper 
on the care system, but pointed 
out that disabled children need- 
ed extra help. 

The coalition Every Disabled 
Child Matters, which repre- 
sents four organisations work- 
ing with disabled children, 
wants the government to do 


more. It has three main 
demands: a right to short 
breaks for families with dis- 
abled children to reduce the 
strain on parents; a right to 
advocacy for all disabled chil- 
dren placed away from home; 
and a guarantee that such chil- 
dren in 52-week placements 
will have the protection of 
being deemed “looked-after”. 
Children with special educa- 


tional needs are more likely to 
come into the care system and 
to be excluded from school. 

Christine Lenehan, director 
of the Council for Disabled 
Children, an influential coali- 
tion member, said: “Ministers 
need to go further to make sure 
that the proposals deliver for 
disabled children, one of the 
most marginalised groups in 
the care population.” 


Invatravel can now offer a full 


“\— INVATRAVEL 
gle icaheabot 


a 


Volkswagen range of converted — 
wheelchair accessible vehicles _ 


From coast to coast across the Midlands, 
{o improve product choice and customer 
service the established firm of 
Invatravel Conversions 

has become a division of 
Brotherwood Automobility Ltd. 


= Please give Joanne, Steve or Dave a 
ring on 01704 506608 to discuss your 
requirements. Whether it’s new, secondhand, 
short or long term hire, we can demonstrate 
at your home or you can visit our office to 
view the full selection to make your 

choice from the best available. 


Cavalli 


Sharan 


Request a brochure or view on line 
www.invatravel.com 

B For complete new and used listing visit 
www.brotherwood.com or 
www.brotherwood.co.uk 
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SIMPLE WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR MOBILITY 


ae MILFORD PERSON LIFT : SWIVEL SEATS 
____-— Will lift a person up to 20 stone into most vehicles -A range of seats available for most cars 


e Fitting throughout the UK 
e Free home demonstrations 
e Finance and grants possible 
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MINI-HOIST 30KG 7S The leading car scheme for disabled people EASYLOADER 
- To lift manual wheelchairs — Side se wheelchair lift 


MINI-HOIST 30KG | = MINF-HOIST 100/150KG _ AUTOCHAIR LITE. 
— For lightweight scooters - To lift electric wheelchair & Scooters — Automatic roof top wheelchair carrier 


Call FREE on 0800 214 045 or visit www.autochair.co.uk 


Or write to us at Autochair Limited, Wood Street North, Meadow Lane Industrial Estate, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 7JR 


disabilitynow August 2007 


Health 13 


NICE treatment if you can get it 


BY SUNIL PECK 


Almost since the day it started 
work in March 1999, the 
National Institute for Health 
and Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
has faced criticism from dis- 
abled people blaming it for 
denying them the drugs they 
say they need. 

Groups representing people 
with diabetes, cancer, multiple 
sclerosis and arthritis have all 
fiercely criticised the govern- 
ment’s drugs advice body over 
its rulings. 

As far back as 2001, Peter 
@ardy, schietirexecutive. of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society, 
was accusing NICE of 
using “crude” cost-effectiveness 
measures. 

Now NICE is yet again back 
in the news. 

A high court judge is due to 
rule over the next few months 
on whether NICE must recon- 
sider a decision to deny NHS 
treatment to people in the early 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease. 

In November last year, NICE 
ruled that certain drugs should 
not be given to people in the 
early stages of the disease 
because they were not effective 
enough to justify the cost to the 
NHS. But following pressure 
from drug companies and the 
Alzheimer’s Society, permission 
was granted for the judicial 
review. 

NICE is also facing intense 
scrutiny elsewhere. The power- 
ful all party parliamentary 
health select committee has 
launched an inquiry into the 
institution at a time when its 
decisions are being increasingly 
challenged by disability organi- 
sations. 

NICE says it has been del- 
uged with “the largest number 
of consultation responses that 
we have received so far” follow- 
ing its recommendations to 
limit sight-saving treatment for 
people with age-related macu- 
lar degeneration (AMD) to 
people who have lost the sight 
in one eye, draft guidance 
the RNIB says is “simply 
unacceptable”. 

The inquiry is also looking 
at whether people with any 
particular illnesses or impair- 
ments are losing out as a result 
of the guidance NICE issues. 

Over 20 disability organisa- 
tions and charities — including 
the MS Society, the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association 
and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust — 
have submitted evidence. They 
have raised a number of con- 
cerns, including the length of 
time NICE takes to reach deci- 
sions and the way in which it 
assesses a person’s quality of 
life and decides if a treatment 


should be available on the 
NHS. 

One charge of particular rel- 
evance to disabled people and 
their carers is that the institu- 
tion ignores the wider social 
benefits of some treatments. 

The Arthritis 
Musculoskeletal Alliance, for 
instance, draws particular 
attention to the economic 
impact of NICE guidance. 

The alliance argues that if a 
person is denied certain treat- 
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ments on the NHS, they can 
become incapable of doing a 
job. They can then become a 
burden to the economy because 
they will not be contributing 
income tax, while claiming 
benefits. 

The Motor Neurone Disease 
Association told the committee 
that people with the condition 
could have benefited from a 
life-prolonging treatment that 
remains under appraisal two 
years after the group had first 
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suggested it and may not be 
approved until next year. 

The British Medical 
Association, in its submission, 
said that “NICE decisions are 
increasingly being questioned 
and, partly as a consequence, 
public confidence is failing 
because cost containment is 
thought to be the primary 
concern”. 

When it is deciding whether 
a treatment should be available 
on the NHS in England, Wales 
(and, since last year, Northern 
Ireland), NICE takes into 
account what alternative treat- 
ments are already available, the 
impact of the treatment on 
length and quality of life, the 
cost to the NHS and the impact 
of the treatment on health 
service resources. 

Andrew Dillon, chief execu- 
tive of NICE, has defended the 
way in which the organisation 
issues guidance when so many 
treatments are costly. “When 
treatments are very expensive, 
we have to use them where they 
give most benefit to patients,” 
he says. 

Some treatments, particular- 
ly for cancer, cost thousands of 
pounds and merely slow down 
rather than halt the onset of 
the condition. 

But NICE does have some 
support. Dr Keith Syrett, senior 
lecturer in the school of law at 
the University of Bristol, who 
has written extensively about 
INICES saysuestudies have 
shown that there has been an 


overall increase in spending in 
the NHS as a result of the 
implementation of NICE 
guidelines, of about one per 
cent of the overall budget annu- 
ally. It would, in fact, be more 
accurate to think of NICE as a 
body which says ‘yes... but’ to 
new treatments.” 

NICE itself has refused to 
discuss whether it anticipates 
further challenges to its deci- 
sions, in the light of the judicial 
review and parliamentary 
inquiry. 

And it would not comment 
on whether it felt undermined 
by these challenges. 

A spokeswoman said it 
would be “inappropriate for 
NICE to comment in the light 
of the current judicial review 
proceedings”. 

There will always be 
rationing on the NHS. The 
question remains as to whether 
certain groups — disabled peo- 
ple, for one — face more 
rationing than others. 

Syrett suggests a possible 
path for the troubled body. 
“The best way forward would 
be for a broad public debate to 
take place upon what the NHS 
can and cannot afford. This 
will not, of course, produce 
uniform agreement but at least 
it will enhance public under- 
standing of the difficulties 
faced by the NHS and, in that 
manner, may lead to greater 
Acceptance ole thes hard 
rationing choices which must 
be made.” 
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www.bluetreeservices.co.uk 


disabilitynow August 2007 


14 Sport 


Pistorius criticises IAAF stance 


BY PAUL CARTER 


Amputee Oscar 
Pistorius has levelled fierce criti- 


sprinter 


cism at the international body 
governing athletics, the IAAF, 
accusing it of making “unac- 
ceptable” and “derogatory” 
comments about his ongoing 
battle in non- 
disabled events. 

The South African’s remarks 
came after the British Grand 
Prix in Sheffield, where he was 


to compete 


allowed to run in a showpiece 
400m against a field of elite non- 
disabled athletes in a race that 
the IAAF videoed as part of tests 
to determine if his prosthetic 
“blades” give him an unfair 
advantage. 

Pistorius finished eighth after 
struggling in the wet conditions. 
He was later disqualified for 
running outside his lane. 

He said: “If they’re making 
accusations and derogatory 
comments, which they have 
been, against the Paralympics 
and disabled people then J think 
the least they can do is give me 
the opportunity to fight my 
fight, and contact me and work 
with me instead of against me.” 

Pistorius also said he felt that 
there had been a “definite break- 
down in communications”, 
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1. Remove wheels 


with quick release buttons 


claiming that nobody from the 
IAAF had contacted him, which 
he said was “unacceptable for a 
body of their size”. 

Nick Davies, spokesman for 
the IAAF, denied that it had a 
problem with disabled people 
competing in non-disabled 
events but said it had concerns 
over the “technical aids” used by 
Pistorius, which he said are 
“specifically designed to help 
him run as fast as possible”. 

He said: “In the same way 


that we have rules governing 
E 3 


shoes and athletics implements 
like javelins to make sure that all 
athletes compete as equals, we 
need to research his prosthetics. 
Until we can prove that his pros- 
thetics give him an unfair advan- 
tage, we decided that we should 
allow him to compete. 

“What I find a little bit cheeky 
on his part is all this stuff about 
‘the IAAF ought to ring me’. I 
would have thought it should be 
the other way round. We’re the 
governing body and he wants to 
compete in our event,” he added. 
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Oscar Pistorius runs in the men’s 400 metres during the British 
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We specialise in the manufacture of 
custom built lightweight wheelchairs 


Tennis ace retires 


Jayant Mistry, Britain’s number 
one male wheelchair tennis play- 
er, has been forced to retire from 
the sport through injury after a 
career spanning more than 
20 years. 

Mistry, who held the British 
top spot for over 15 years, won 13 
national singles titles, and 
reached a career-high world 
ranking of eighth in August 2000. 

He also represented Great 
Britain in 20 World Team Cups 
and four Paralympic Games. 

He said: “This has been one 
of the most difficult decisions of 
my life but I could not continue 
to play if I could not perform to 
my highest standards and expec- 
tations. I will miss tennis enor- 
mously but look forward to 
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Leggera Ti 
titanium frame 
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putting something back into the 
game that I love so much.” 

Sue Wolstenholme, director of 
the British Tennis Foundation, 
said he would be sorely missed 
from British wheelchair tennis. 

“T thank him, on behalf of 
everyone working in the game, 
for his outstanding contribution, 
for his commitment and dedica- 
tion, and for leading the way to 
success for other GB players,” 
she said. 

Martin McElhatton, chair- 
man of the National Wheelchair 
Tennis Association, said: “I wish 
him the very best of luck in 
whatever he does in the future 
and I am sorry that he has been 
forced to end his career at this 
stage, before Beijing 2008.” 
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Does the green paper lack bite? 


ow do you combine nine 
separate equality laws 
into one? 


That was the thorny 
problem that faced the 
government in February 2005 
when it announced the launch 
of its Discrimination Law 
Review (DLR). 

The DLR was designed to 
assess how anti-discrimination 
legislation could be modernised 
to “fit the needs of Britain in 
the 21st century”. 

The aim of the review, 
chaired by Trevor Phillips, was 
to eradicate remaining 
discrimination but “avoid 
imposing unnecessary, 
bureaucratic burdens on 
business and public services”. 

More than two years on, the 
results of the review have 
finally fed into the publication 
of a government green paper 
on single equalities legislation. 

The green paper, A 
Framework for Fairness*, 
suggests ways of strengthening 
existing laws and condensing 
the nine separate equality laws 
into one new piece of 
legislation — the single 
equality act. 

But disability charities and 
campaigners have lined up to 
criticise the proposals, with 
most indicating that the green 
paper fails to strengthen 
existing disability legislation, 
and some claiming that it could 
even weaken current 
protection. 

Leading the critics is the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC), which from October 
will be merged into the new 
Commission for Equality and 
Human Rights (CEHR), the 
body that will fight inequality 
and discrimination and protect 
human rights, eventually 
through the single equality 
legislation. 

DRC chairman Sir Bert 
Massie has been particularly 
vociferous in his opposition to 
the plans outlined by the 
government. 

He believes the proposals 
ignore most of the 
recommendations that have 
been made over the last year to 
improve the rights of disabled 
people, and that the green 
paper “does to disability rights 
what a bulldozer does to a 
building”. 

He says: “Although there are 
a few rights proposed on some 
other strands [race, sexuality, 
gender], on disability this is an 
appalling green paper. If it goes 
through as it is, it will do 
enormous damage to disabled 
people and it will unravel a lot 
of the successes of the last 10 
years. I hope the government 
will think twice.” 
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The government's new green paper on single equalities legislation, A Framework for 
Fairness, has been seen by many disability groups as a “missed opportunity” and a 
backward step. Paul Carter asks why it has caused such widespread disappointment 


RADAR, Scope and the 
United Kingdom’s Disabled 
People’s Council (UKDPC) 
have all dubbed the green paper 
a “missed opportunity” to 
strengthen the law for disabled 
people and plug existing gaps 
in the legislation. 

So what exactly is the 
government proposing that has 
so raised the hackles of the 
disability movement? 


‘The green paper does 
to disability rights what 
a bulldozer does to a 
building’ 

ae Se ge 

The DRC’s criticisms rest on 
four key areas: the proposed 
removal or weakening of the 
disability equality duty (DED); 
the complexity of the legal 
process for people who want to 
bring claims for discrimination; 
the absence of legal penalties 
for businesses that repeatedly 
fail to comply with the law; 
and the continued exclusion of 
sea and air travel from equality 
legislation. 

The proposed changes to 
the DED, which was only 
introduced last December, 
involve incorporating the 


existing race, disability and 
gender equality duties into 
a single equality duty. 

But Lee Jasper, the mayor of 
London’s director of equalities 
and policing, says the green 
paper has “no evidence 
whatsoever” for its claims that 
public sector duties are not 
working, while mayor Ken 
Livingstone says it “drives a 
coach and horses through 
public sector duties”. 

The current DED requires 
public bodies to consider 
how disability and equality 
issues impact upon everything 
they do. 

Under the new proposals, 
authorities will only be 
required to set equality 
“objectives” and take 
“proportionate” steps to 
achieve them — effectively 
allowing them to set their 
own agenda. 

Bob Niven, the DRC’s chief 
executive, says: “Watering 
down new duties on the public 
sector to tackle endemic 
inequality is hardly a step 
forward for people facing 
disability, gender or racial 
discrimination.” 

Simone Aspis, parliamentary 
and campaigns manager for 


UKDPC, adds: “We are deeply 
concerned that the proposed 
single equality duty will not 
require all public bodies to 
consult with disabled people, 
produce plans and then 
implement as required under 
the DED.” 

Liz Sayce, RADAR’s chief 
executive, says the charity 
supports a single equality duty, 
but only if the end result proves 
more productive than the 
present duties. 

“The duty must be backed 
up with clear guidelines and 
tools to enable public bodies to 
undertake productive 
consultation, and effectively 
draw up and implement 
equality schemes,” she says. 


‘Watering down new 
duties on the public 
sector to tackle endemic 
inequality is hardly a 
step forward’ 


Concerns have also been 
raised that the green paper does 
little to make it easier for those 
discriminated against to access 
justice. 

DRC figures show that only 
10 individuals a year have taken 


cases for goods and services 
discrimination to court when 
not supported by the DRC, 
compared to thousands of 
employment cases. 

This is largely because cases 
involving goods and services 
have to be brought in the 
county courts (sheriff courts in 
Scotland), which require a fee 
to start proceedings, and also 
bear the risk of the losing party 
having to pay costs. 

Specialist employment 
tribunals, however, hear 
employment cases, with no 
initial cost involved and no 
costs awarded against the 
losing party, other than in 
exceptional circumstances. 

The green paper has rejected 
DRC proposals for a similar 
tribunal system to hear goods 
and services cases, arguing that 
such a move would “dilute the 
employment focus” of the 
system, and “draw resources 
from elsewhere”. 

Mr Livingstone says: 

“With legal aid restrictions 
and the CEHR’s intention to 
focus solely on strategic cases, 
and not individual 
representation, these proposals 
do nothing to help improve the 
outcomes of equality law for 


————— EEE 
disabilitlynow August 2007 


News focus 17 


ordinary people.” 

RADAR also criticised 
the rejection of a tribunal 
system, saying that the current 
system is “expensive, complex 
and prohibits disabled people 
from getting access to justice”, 
while David Congdon, 
head of campaigns and 
policy at Mencap, says he 
“would like it to be easier for 
people to take legal action 
when they are discriminated 
against”. 

With time running out until 
the end of the consultation 
period, the groups concerned 
have vowed to respond and 
lobby for a review of the 
proposals. 

A DRC spokeswoman says: 
“We are pressing government to 
review proposals on single 
equality legislation, specifically 
to press that the public sector 
duty is maintained in its 
current form — which has 
proved, so far, to be highly 
effective — rather than the 
current proposals which 
considerably weaken its scope. 

“We'd like to see the next 
stage of the process in a draft 
bill so that there is 
parliamentary scrunity — which 
we can influence — over its 
contents.” 

Meanwhile, RADAR says 
it will be responding in detail 
to the government’s proposals, 
and looks forward to a 


“challenging and constructive 
debate”. 

However, the government 
department responsible for 
delivering the new equality 
legislation remains bullish 
about its plans. 

When asked for a response 
to the current spate of 
criticism, the Department for 
Communities and Local 
Government points to the work 
already done in promoting 
equality and human rights. 

A spokeswoman says: “This 
government has done more on 
equality, both through social 
justice measures and reforms to 
discrimination law, than any 
other. Whilst we appreciate 
that it is always the job of 
lobby groups to call on the 
government to go further, it is 
important people recognise the 
scale of the reforms we are 
putting forward today. 

“A single equality bill would 
radically transform 
discrimination law by putting 
nine pieces of major legislation 
and around 100 pieces of 
ancillary legislation in one 
place for the first time, making 
the law clearer, simpler and 
more effective in tackling 
discrimination,” she adds. 

In an interview with DN, 
human rights minister Baroness 
Ashton stressed that the green 
paper was a consultation 
document and urged those with 


concerns to actively engage in 
the consultative process. 

She said: “What I’ve said to 
all the organisations I’ve talked 
to is, please let us know your 
views and opinions on what 
we've omitted, what we need to 
strengthen and where you think 
we could genuinely, in 
partnership with other 
organisations, move the agenda 
further forward.” 

With the condensing of nine 
pieces of legislation into one, 
did she feel there was a risk of 
existing parts of the legislation 
being watered down or 
overlooked? 

“When we did the equality 
act last year, one of the things 
we said was that this was not 
about moving backwards, it 
was about moving forwards 
and it was about pulling 
together existing law but not 
removing existing law in any 
one space,” she said. 

“T feel the same about the 
discrimination law review. 
Better practices, yes. More 
creative approaches, definitely. 
But not fundamentally about 
going backwards in time.” 

“A Framework for Fairness: 
Proposals for a Single Equality 
Bill for Great Britain; the 


consultation on the green paper 


closes on 4 September. Tel: 020 
7944 8300 or visit 
www.communities.gov.uk/inde 
x.asp2id=1511211 
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Disability Rights Commission 
chairman Sir Bert Massie 
(right) says: “What the green 
paper proposes ignores most 

of the recommendations that 
have been made over the last 
year to improve the rights of 
disabled people.” 


The mayor of London’s 
office says there is no 
evidence that current public 
sector duties are not working, 
and Ken Livingstone himself 
(right) says it “fails the vision 
behind the Discrimination 
Law Review”. 
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Human rights minister 
Baroness Ashton (left) says 
the green paper is still a work 
in progress and is urging 
organisations to come 
forward “so that we get a real 
sense of a dynamic behind the 
paper”. 


Liz Sayce, RADAR’s chief 
executive (left), says: 
“The green paper that has 
been produced is a missed 
opportunity to establish 
legislation that will be 
sufficient to enable real 
equality.” 
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Mercedes Benz Vaneo Liberty is a sophisticated wheelchair accessible 
MPV offering almost 60 inches of wheelchair passenger rear headroom 
and four passenger seats as standard. Over recent years this superb 
vehicle has proved to be enormously popular, offering dignified mobility 
solutions for those requiring space, style and practicality. We usually 
have a selection of one owner, low mileage pre-owned vehicles in 
either petrol, diesel or automatic 
derivatives, Please call. s aay iy 


Automatics & Manuals ‘Late models from 


tee 995. 


Fully adapted — 


Volkswagen Caravelle Liberty is amazingly versatile. A truly prestigious wheel- 
chair accessible or wheelchair driver luxury MPV with over 200 different options 
available from Jubilee. Whether it’s a simple low impact access conversion 
or a complex drive from wheelchair solution; we have them all. Lowered 
rear floor, underfloor or onboard chair lift and fold out ramps ensure 
that whatever your mobility needs this superbly elegant and spacious 
vehicle is the ..... ultimate mobility choice 
New from just 


£20,995 — 


_See more on our award winning website 
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~~ VW I5 Shuttle Liberty 


Volkswagen New T5 Liberty is the best value for money accessible MPV we have ever 
seen and is also available as a wheelchair driver solution from Jubilee. This wonderfully 
spacious & economical turbo diesel can be specified in two wheelbases and with a 
whole range of engine and gearbox options including the impressive 6 speed tiptronic. 
We are able to offer both new and used models including :- low floor, chairlifts & low 
impact conversions. 


See them all at www.jubileeauto.net 
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Fiat Doblo Libert 


Fiat Doblo Dx, DL & Ds Liberty from Jubilee are quite simply the best value for money 
wheelchair accessible cars ever, offering far better value for money & much 

better access than an equivalent Renault Kangoo. We can now supply brand new, 
wheelchair accessible high roof Doblo’s at truly amazing value with 5 seats and 
circa 60 inches of rear wheelchair passenger headroom. Economical, 
stylish & practical. Take advantage of our SPECIAL OFFER 


New from just for just £8,995 or £99 deposit AN 
£8,995 | 
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Best for New & Best for Used 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 0NQ 
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from JUDIlee automotive group 
www.jubileeauto.net 


check out our fantastic website 


SEAT Alhambra L & Liberty from Jubilee are without doubt the most refined and desirable 
wheelchair accessible vehicles available today in the UK. Why compromise when you 
can own one of these beautifully adapted luxury MPV’s, complete with up to five 
passenger seats and our superbly designed and engineered lowered floor 
access conversion for less than you would ever imagine ? 


why not los a 1 00k on our new website at www.jubileeauto.net Aig = 
Bee y Wre ea and see for yourself. fe 
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uly adapted _ 


Suzuki Liberty & Suzuki Life 


Se ae mm 


meee —— =. Suzuki Liberty & Suzuki Life are totally unique. Suzuki Liberty offers full wheelchair 

: Ca access in a compact motorcar whilst Suzuki Life delivers full independence 

for wheelchair drivers with fully automated access solutions and disabled driver 

hand controls plus a fully automatic gearbox. Whilst others in the UK have focused 

their attentions on producing converted vans, we took the view that people with 
disabilities deserved better. The outcome; two superb mobility: 


products. New & Used in stock m2 , 
New and Used from 


Why not call us free on 0800 634 8407 £ 6, 9 9 5 


er 4 a —y{ rage a. A ae — Fully adapted 
Adapted 4x4’s, MPV’s, Cars & Estates 


For those wishing to transfer from their wneelchair we are now able to offer an extended range of quality new or used 
cars, MPV’s or luxury 4x4’s with a range of low impact adaptations such as wheelchair hoists, canes controls, side steps 
or modified seating which fully qualify under the scheme for full relief giving you the an a 
opportunity to save thousands of pounds on the cost of the vehicle. 

For example, we are offering an huge selection of low mileage luxury 4x4’s 
[ho SR sect STC om With savings of up to £5500 against 
SAVE up to » typical dealer prices, including the cost 


_ of our discreet mobility adaptations. ( os 
€ “a 5 0 O _ See them all on our fantastic website == 
: aA nee 
Q Sxl 


on dealer prices _ 


SOB 


Our latest and ae creation... the brand new Ford Galaxy Liberty wheelchair accessible 
luxury MPV is now exclusively available from Jubilee. As with all of our stylish accessible MPV’s 
Galaxy Liberty is beautifully engineered and is finished to the highest standards ever 
seen in the UK, setting new industry standards for refinement and practicality by offering 
a superbly simple wheelchair access with five additional passenger seats. 
% Please feel free to contact us to request an information 


pack giving details & prices and access dimensions. from just 


£22,995 | | 


for Te Liberty L 


ation : Please com 
REEscataloguenntin Cuore : part ex. valuation : home demo 


Freephone Q800 634 8407 
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20 Feature 


More than 100 people gathered on a rainy June morning to voice their support for the right to independent living 
and Lord Ashley’s independent living bill. Words and pictures by John Pring, lvy Broadhead and Sunil Peck 


Clockwise, from top: Crowds 
of demonstrators gather in 
Whitehall; Kevin Caulfield, 
NCIL’s development manager; 
John Ley, chair of the trustees 
of Greenwich Association of 
Disabled People; Carol Mew, 
director of Lewisham 
Disability Coalition; and 
Monzur Miah, from Walsall 


t was a day for disabled 

people to voice their support 

for independent living, and 
for the concepts of freedom, 
choice, control and dignity. 

Despite the wet weather, 
more than 100 people turned 
up to the rally on 18 June in 
Whitehall, opposite Downing 
Street, to launch a new 
campaign for the right to 
independent living: Our Lives, 
Our Choices, and to back Lord 
(Jack) Ashley’s independent 
living bill. 

There was chanting, whistle- 
blowing, banner-waving and 
speeches from leading figures 
including Lord Ashley, Labour 
MP Roger Berry, Sue Bott, 
director of the National Centre 
for Independent Living (NCIL), 
and Andrew Imparato, chief 
executive of the American 
Association of People with 
Disabilities. 

There was also support 
from disability charities such 
as Scope, RADAR, Mind, 
People First, the Guide Dogs 
for the Blind Association and 
the Disability Rights 
Commission. 

The atmosphere was slightly 
subdued, following the news 
that one of the organisers of 
the rally, Roy Webb, head of 
policy at NCIL, had died just 
three days earlier. 

Baroness (Jane) Campbell 
said later that Mr Webb had 
“lived and breathed 
independent living” and that 
the day would also be a tribute 
to his life and work. 

Mr Imparato said the new 
campaign was an “important 
part” of a global independent 
living movement, and added: 
“There are providers getting 
rich on disabled people, and 
our quality of life is not 
improving. That is a human 
rights and a civil rights 
violation.” 

Mr Berry told the rally that 
Lord Ashley’s private members 
bill, which he had taken into 
the Commons, had failed to 
secure a second reading just 
three days earlier due to a lack 
of parliamentary time. 

But he said he hoped the 
government would bring 
forward its own bill. If it didn’t, 
there would be further private 
members bills. 

He said: “Everybody knows 
that needs are simply not being 
met. There is massive 
bureaucracy that is wasteful 
and inefficient. 

“People have a right for 
decent support and people have 
a right to be treated with 


dignity, to have their choice of 
how they live.” 

During the rally, a banner 
containing disabled people’s 
personal experiences of 
independent living and 
thoughts about the bill was 
handed in to 10 Downing 
Street. 

Ironically, many disabled 
people were prevented from 
attending the rally because of 
the lack of independent living 
support. 

Carol Mew, director of 
Lewisham Disability Coalition, 
said: “We are here to represent 
our members who are unable to 
come here today because they 
have been denied services.” 

One disabled woman, she 
said, was unable to attend 
because the council had denied 
her a door-opening device. 
“She is imprisoned there today 
and cannot come.” 

She added: “I am glad that 
the national disability 
organisations have finally 
picked up on the connection 
between the cuts in services for 
disabled people and the battle 
for equality and independent 
living.” 

Another campaigner, 
Monzur Miah, from Walsall, 
said: “I want the right to live 
where I want to, and a better 
care package.” 

Another protester said: “I 
believe that disabled people 
should have equality in society 
and choices in our lives instead 
of being told what to do. 
Eventually, we will get this 
independent living bill. We got 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act. We will fight until we get 
this one.” 

Kevin Caulfield, NCIL’s 
development manager, said: 
“We need the campaign 
because on a day-to-day basis 
disabled people across the 
country are being denied basic 
support. They are not living 
lives as equal citizens. Too 
many people are still 
imprisoned in residential 
homes.” 

He said there was a need for 
a legal right to independent 
living, so disabled people can 
take action in court if they are 
denied essential support by 
local authorities, which are 
increasingly tightening their 
eligibility criteria for services. 

John Ley, chair of the 
trustees of Greenwich 
Association of Disabled People, 
said many people were living in 
institutional-like conditions in 
their own homes, because of 
poor quality care packages. 
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rally kick-starts fresh campaign 


‘It is a human right to have liberty and privacy’ 


He said: “They are issuing 
care packages where people can 
go to the toilet four times a 
day and have a shower twice 
a week, and calling that 
independent living. Who 
else has to pay over and above 
their council tax to go to the 
toilet?” 

He added: “We got the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
by protesting and letting the 
people of the country know we 
were really unhappy. A new 
campaign will make 


independent living for disabled 
people a reality. Ordinary 
people can make a difference. 

“How many more people 
would be here if their council 
gave them a proper 
independent living package so 
they had the choice about what 
they did with their day?” 

He warned that disabled 
people who asked to receive 
their support through the direct 
payments scheme were being 
reassessed and having their care 
packages cut. 


A Commons reception to 
launch Our Lives, Our Choices 
—held after the rally — was 
backed by a broad range of 
organisations with an interest 
in independent living, 
including the Equal 
Opportunities Commission, 
Carers UK and the National 
Pensioners Convention. 

Lord (Jack) Ashley, who 
took his independent living bill 
through the House of Lords 
this year, told the reception 
that the bill provided a new 
opportunity to “galvanise the 
disability movement”. 

He said: “It is marvellous 
to see how all the disability 
organisations are working 
together in harmony with one 
objective. 

“T have told the government 
very clearly that if we do not 
get the bill now, I will bring 
the bill time and time and 
time again until it is passed. It 
is not dead. It never will be 
dead. It is part of the 
disability movement now.” 

Lord Ashley later called on 
disabled people to contact 


their MPs to press them to 
support the bill. 

And he told DN that he 
would be writing to Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown to 
ask him to introduce the 
measures in the independent 
living bill. 

David Morris, a senior 
policy adviser on disability to 
the mayor of London, told 
DN he was moving house 
from one London borough to 
another and it was proving “a 
nightmare”. 

He said: “At the moment, it 
is such a wasteful system in 
terms of the numbers of 
processes. Any of us at any 
point could be forced into 
institutional support because 
we don’t have a right (to 
independent living).” 

In a rousing speech, 


Baroness (Jane) Campbell said: 


“While there are probably 100 
of us in this room today, there 
are still thousands of disabled 
people out there, probably 
watching daytime TV because 
they cannot get out of their 
front door.” 


She said the cause of 
independent living for 
disabled people “seems to be 
going backwards”, with 
disabled people receiving far 
fewer hours of support in 
2007 than in 1987. 

She added: “It is a human 
right to have liberty and 
privacy and not to be subject 
to degrading treatment, which 
regularly happens when we 
lose control of our lives. 

“We are not just 
campaigning for a bill to 
extend rights — although of 
course Lord Ashley’s bill is so 
very welcome — but we are 
campaigning to protect what 
we have achieved so far, 
because I can tell you it 
is slipping through our 
grasp.” 

Labour MP Roger Berry 
told DN later that he was 
optimistic about a positive 
response from the review of 
government policy on 
independent living, which is 
being carried out by the Office 
of Disability Issues and 
chaired by Baroness Campbell. 


CLARKE MOBILITY LTD 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR DEEL. 


A SMALL SAMPLE OF AVAILABLE STOCK 


2005 55 Kangoo 1.6, Auto, Chairman Expression, 2,300 miles £12,250 | 
2005 05 Peugeot 807 SE TDi, Constables 

2005 05 VW T5 Versa, 27,000 miles, A/C, Ramp 

2004 53 Trafic Versa, Ramp, 18,000 miles, A/C 

2003 53 Brotherwood Vaneo CDi, Auto, Ambiente 

2003 53 Doblo JTD ELX, Low floor, 4,000 miles, A/C 

2003 Expert HDi, 6 seats, chair side ramp 

2002 02 Sharan 2.0 Automotive, 3,000 miles 

2002 02 Grand Voyager Chairman 3.3, Auto, 56,000 miles 
2002 02 VW LWB Hi-Top 2.5 TDi, Auto, 37,000 miles 
2002 51 Zaphira Chairman DTi, 1 owner, 42,000 miles 
2001 Y Toyota Hiace 2.4D, Ramp, 47,000 miles 

2001 Y Voyager TD Chairman, A/C etc 

1998 R Brotherwood Vanette, Low floor, 50,000 miles 
1997 P Atlas Renault Extra, 7,000 miles 

Brotherwood Sharan — Galaxy — Alhambra models. 


VW Transporters & Caravelles 
Mercedes Vitos 
Kangoo & Berlingo models 


EAAZO95 
£12,250 
£18,995 
£8,750 
£10,995 
£14,250 
£16,750 
£12,250 
£13,995 
£7,750 
£13,750 
£5,995 
£4,750 


Choice of 7 
Choice of 4 
Choice of 15 


GOOD QUALITY PRIVATE VEHICLES PURCHASED 


Phone Now 01634 243596 — 01622 793079 — 


* HIRE * 


£22,000 Fe 


Offering the biggest and widest choice of over 100 


wheelchair accessible vehicles available in the UK Today 


CHOICE QUALITY & SERVICE 
FROM A DEDICATED TEAM BUILT UP OVER 10 YRS 


Choice of 8 fii 


www.gfclarke.com 


07801 832162 
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Manual Gearbox Automatic Gearbox 


| on Renault Kangoo 1.2 on Renault Kangoo 1.6 
Authentique lowered floor, Authentique Automatic 
with metallic paint and now lowered floor with 
free air conditioning free metallic paint 
S y & 4 


Offer applies to 5 year Motability contact hire scheme. 


All our Renault Kangoo’s have original fuel tanks and 
counter-balanced ultra lightweight ramp. 


| Aspect Conversions, Wheelchair Access Vehicle Supplier of the Year, 
Awarded by Motability for Service Excellence 


The Courtyard, 195b Portland Street, Southport PR8 6LU, England, UK 
Tel 01704 546600 Fax 01704 546414 


«= Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled ty 


PREMIER PARTNER 


email enquiries@aspectconversions.co.uk website www.aspectconversions.co.uk 


Aspect Conversions Ltd 


“Safe and Sound in every Aspect" 
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in DN launched an investigation into how poverty affects the lives of disabled people in the UK. 
? then, we have highlighted seven individual cases where disabled people have been struggling to 
ends meet. Over the next three pages, we summarise the results of our investigation and ask 
politicians | and the government for their responses to our findings 


ect the rea 


ves aie Spun 


ity 


lan Greaves, editor of the Disability Rights Handbook, says the government must widen its focus on poverty 


his article highlights 
some of the shocking 
results from DN’s 


investigation. 

The first three cases all 
involved people whose income 
levels are well above that of 
income support: the minimum 
amount the government 
considers you need to live on. 
As none are reliant on means- 
tested benefits, they are clearly 
better off than many disabled 
people. Yet in each case they 
are struggling to make ends 
meet. 

All manage to break even, 
just. After the monthly 
household costs have been 
taken into account, the 
Mitchell family each have only 
£7.60 left per week, the 
Naethers have £3.50 left and 
the Williams couple about £15. 
None are spendthrifts. Any 
“luxuries” enjoyed are modest 
and would be taken for granted 
in the majority of British 
households, such as a pet or 
satellite television. 

The interviewees are all 
struggling because disability 
benefits are not set at a level 


that realistically covers the 
additional costs of disability. 
Those extra costs include 
provision for special diets, 
additional heating (particularly 
when someone is housebound) 
and extra wear and tear on 
clothing, ete. 

Once these extra costs have 
been met, there tends to be very 
little left in the household 
budget. So what happens when 
an unexpected expense arises? 
Unfortunately, community care 
grants and budgeting loans 
from the social fund are only 
available to claimants of 
means-tested benefits, such as 
income support. So this leaves 
many disabled people facing 
the option of taking on debt 
from a credit company. 

For the well-off, credit is 
relatively easy to access and is 
cheap. For people on benefits, 
credit is usually very expensive, 
difficult to obtain and possibly 
illegal. The repayments erode 
weekly budgets and make it 
harder to save for further 
unexpected expenses; a vicious 
circle. 

So, if it is such a struggle to 


manage when you are living on 
an income that is substantially 
above the income support level, 
how can you manage on income 
support? Brooke Stevens cannot 
and has a weekly shortfall of 
£25. Her difficulties are 
compounded by the high costs 
of her care needs, which total 
£150 per week. These highlight 
the stark inadequacy of the 
disability living allowance care 
component, the highest rate of 
which is still only £64.50 a week. 
Debt is a massive problem 
for Albert Bristol and his 
family. He needed to pave a car- 
port to satisfy the insurance of 
his Motability vehicle. The 
council offered to do this free, 
in eight years’ time! So he had 
to take out a high interest loan. 
After £753 a month in debt 
repayments plus other 
household costs, the family is 
left with just £4 per week. 
Having just a few pounds a 
week more than the income 
support level can leave you 
financially worse off than being 
on income support, as you no 
longer have access to benefits 
such as the social fund. Clarissa 


James is in this position, having 
just £1 or £2 left over each 
week after paying out for 
physical rehabilitation and her 
Spartan living costs. 

So what is the best way for 
disabled people and their carers 
to escape poverty? Through 
work, according to the 
government. 

“Work is the best route out 
of poverty,” explained Anne 
McGuire, minister for disabled 
people, in the January edition. 
The final interviewees, the 
Gleesons, have chosen this 
route. The family has two 
disabled children, and more 
than half their weekly income 
comes from Mr Gleeson’s 
salary of £220 a week. 
Unfortunately, this has not led 
them out of poverty. They are 
more than £60 short each 
month, after meeting the high 
household costs that are 
common to families with more 
than one disabled child. Mrs 
Gleeson would also like to 
work, but knows that her 
daughter Annalise requires two 
carers, which would cost them 
£30 an hour. 


Although work is clearly an 
extremely important element in 
reducing poverty, there is a 
danger that the government is 
focusing obsessively on it. For 
many disabled people and their 
carers, work is not, nor ever 
will be, a realistic option. 
Additionally, working disabled 
people or carers such as the 
Gleesons still face poverty. 

It is essential that the 
government widens its focus on 
poverty. Benefits need to reflect 
the real costs of disability. The 
disability living allowance care 
component and carer’s 
allowance are both extremely 
inadequate. Local authority 
services need to be improved 
and minimum standards raised 
throughout the country. 

Additionally, access to cheap 
or interest-free credit needs to 
be extended to all lower income 
households to remove the 
spectre of debt from the lives of 
so many. 
¢ The Disability Rights 
Handbook is published by 
Disability Alliance. From £14. 
Tel/textphone: 020 7247 8776, 
www.disabilityalliance.org 


Why does 


fe have to be such 


a constant Strugg 


Qe?’ 


Elizabeth Choppin, who reported on all the people in DN’s Poverty Files, summarises her investigations 


even months ago, DN set 
out to investigate how 
poverty affected the lives 


of ordinary disabled people. It 
wasn’t complicated. We wanted 
to know why the government 
was saying that disability 
benefits were adequate to meet 
monthly costs and live decently, 
while so many DN readers were 
claiming the opposite was true. 
Something wasn’t adding up. 

The plan was simply to show 
how much money was coming 
into the households of our case 
studies — and how much was 
going out. 

No doubt, there are disabled 
people financially better and 
worse off than those covered in 
the series, but each of the seven 
examples is relevant to the 
discussion about the scandalous 
number of disabled people in 
the UK left to live in poverty. 

Each has unique 
circumstances with varying 
degrees of hardship, but the 
common experience has been a 
serious struggle to pay bills, 
frustration and a general 


feeling of abandonment. 

The Mitchell family, from 
Essex, the only interviewees to 
have a mortgage and private 
pension, still grapple with 
astronomical equipment costs 
and debt. 

The Naethers, from Wales, 
are both disabled and are 
responsible for their two 
grandchildren. They have been 
tied up in court trying to claim 
child tax credits and child 
benefit and have been rejected 
several times for council tax 
and housing benefit. 

Margaret Williams, whose 
husband Stephen is her full- 
time carer, spends the day in 
the bedroom of her council 
bungalow because the door 
does not accommodate her 
electric wheelchair. The council 
has failed to make adaptations 
and the Williamses cannot 
afford to do it themselves. 

Brooke Stevens was so 
“disgusted” with the council 
care package offered to her that 
she decided it would be cheaper 
to turn the whole package 


down and employ people she 
knew from the care industry. 
She struggles to heat her home 
and stays in bed most days. 

Debt is a huge issue for 
people living on disability 
benefits, as was shown by 
Albert Bristol and his wife Rita, 
who have a 14-year-old 
daughter with Down’s 
syndrome. Both Albert and Rita 
have admitted that high interest 
loans and credit cards have put 
them where they are now — but 
the debt was accrued to pay for 
things the family needed. 

A more extreme case is that 
of Clarissa James, who has a 
weekly food budget of £8. She 
has prioritised rehabilitation 
for her brain and spinal 
injuries, which is not fully paid 
for by the NHS, over “luxuries” 
such as food and household 
items. She has totally lost faith 
in a benefits system that she 
feels lacks the expertise to 
assess her situation fairly. 

Kim Gleeson spoke about 
how hard it is to look after her 
two disabled daughters on her 


husband’s salary, her daughters’ 
disability benefit and her own 
carer’s allowance. She doesn’t 
see how the situation will ever 
change and is resigned to the 
fact that she will never be able 
to give her daughter SOp for a 
bottle of pop, let alone escape 
from poverty. 

I saw how all these people 
live and for every one of them it 
is a struggle. With Clarissa 
James — and her concrete floor, 
empty fridge, broken oven and 
no telephone — it is bordering 
on a scandal. 

But there is often little 
sympathy, even among other 
disabled people. A family of 
disabled people with limited 
mobility, who opted to pay for 
a Sky subscription, were told to 
stop complaining about being 
poor. But surely disabled people 
who are forced to live on benefits 
should be able to afford the 
occasional small luxury? 

Every person interviewed for 
the Poverty Files said that he or 
she felt misunderstood and 
undervalued — and that the 


process of applying for benefits 
was disheartening, confusing 
and almost too much to bear. 

Several felt they were 
unemployable, or, as with Kim 
Gleeson, that taking part-time 
work would mean being worse 
off financially. Many were not 
aware of various mechanisms 
of support available. 

What most of these people 
need, aside from more money 
and support, is to be heard. 
There was a real lack of faith 
that the government, or the 
people making decisions about 
their lives, had a comprehensive 
understanding of the issues 
they face. 

Without family and friends, 
and their own strength of 
character, these disabled people 
would all be even worse off 
than they are now. 

The question is: why does 

life have to be such a constant 
struggle? 
NOTE: In last month’s Poverty 
Files, we should have included 
£30 a week child benefit in the 
Gleesons’ weekly income. 
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How do you tackle the true cost of poverty? 


Roger Berry, Labour MP and secretary of the parliamentary all party disability group, says more resources 
need to be allocated to help disabled people into work and improve benefits for those unable to work 


N should be 
congratulated on its 
series of articles 


demonstrating the misery 
facing many disabled people 
who live in poverty. 

The statistics are stark. 
Almost a third of working-age 
disabled adults live in poverty. 
This is twice the rate for 
working-age non-disabled 
adults and higher than a decade 
ago. It means that there are 
more working-age disabled 
adults and their families living 
in poverty than either children 
or pensioners. 

These figures, from a recent 
report published by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, echo a 
similar message from the same 
organisation two-and-a-half 
years ago, when it published 
research into the additional 
costs of disability — costs that 


policy-makers frequently ignore. 

Poverty amongst disabled 
people and their families is 
seriously underestimated by 
official statistics because they 
do not take into account 
additional costs incurred, for 
example for personal assistants 
or for extra heating. 

DN’s Poverty Files show how 
this hits disabled people 
dependent on benefits very hard. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, 
the Prime Minister’s strategy 
unit published its seminal 
report, Improving the Life 
Chances of Disabled People. It 
recognised that disabled people 
are more likely to live in poverty. 

It argued, quite rightly, that 
increasing the number in work 
is the best route out of poverty 
for those able to work. And I 
believe the government should 
be congratulated for shifting 


the focus of welfare reform 
from restricting benefit 
entitlement towards job 
creation. 

But more resources than 
those currently allocated will 
be needed to meet the target of 
one million fewer people on 
incapacity benefit in 10 years. 
Since, we are told, this could 
save the treasury £7 billion, 
there is an overwhelming case 
for ensuring that these savings 
are recycled for the benefit of 
disabled people. 

We must also recognise that, 
for those disabled people who 
are not in work, the benefit 
system is critical to their 
quality of life. 

Disability benefits are 
inadequate. And the 
assessment process needs to be 
radically simplified to increase 
take-up. Moreover, we have 


ridiculous anomalies: for 
example, all people over 60 are 
entitled to a winter fuel 
allowance, while severely 
disabled people under 60 (who 
really need it) are not. 

Another cause of poverty is 
that the social care system is 
failing millions of disabled 
people. I hope that the 
government-commissioned 
independent living review, due 
to report this summer, will 
endorse the proposals in Jack 
Ashley’s disabled persons 
(independent living) bill, which 
has completed all its stages in 
the House of Lords. 

Finally, better legislation, 
though necessary, isn’t enough. 
There needs to be far more 
effective enforcement of anti- 
discrimination legislation. 
Sadly, this is lacking at present. 

In summary, to tackle 


poverty amongst disabled 
people we need to substantially 
increase opportunities for 
education, training and 
employment; provide more 
generous benefits for those 
unable to work; simplify the 
benefit system; introduce the 
proposals set out in the 
disabled persons (independent 
living) bill and effectively 
enforce anti-discrimination 
legislation. Then we will see 

a difference. 


Mark Harper, the shadow minister for disabled people (pictured), says people who cannot work should not be 
forced to “live hand to mouth in abject misery”, but that there should be more help for those who want to work 


N’s Poverty Files paint a 
bleak picture of what 
life is like for many 


disabled people in the UK. It is 
a picture that should shame all 
politicians into action. 

In 1999, Gordon Brown 
argued that Labour was 
“genuinely going to tackle the 
causes of poverty”. Eight years 
later, this series of articles shows 
just how bad the situation still is. 

The Joseph Rowntree report 
published at the start of DN’s 


investigations into poverty 
issues stated that 30 per cent of 
disabled people live in poverty. 
This is twice the rate for non- 
disabled adults and it is 
increasing. Poverty levels 
amongst disabled people are 
still shameful. 

The statistics linking poverty 
and disability have become 
frighteningly familiar. It is 
widely acknowledged that there 
are more disabled adults living 
in poverty than there are 
poverty-stricken children or 
pensioners. We know that 27 per 
cent of working age households 
containing at least one disabled 
adult are on the lowest income 
levels. We also know that the 
extra costs associated with 
disability are considerable. 
Despite these facts, the issues 
are rarely debated. By putting 
a human face, or rather faces, 
to these statistics I hope that 
DN will succeed in driving 


this issue to the top of 
the government’s agenda. 

What is most striking about 
these case studies is the way 
that they demonstrate how 
poverty impacts on every aspect 
of a disabled person’s life. No 
one should have to stay in bed 
to save on heating bills, like 
Brooke Stevens often does. 

People should not be forced 
to choose between food or new 
clothing. Significantly, these 
stories show how poverty not 
only hits at people’s ability to 
pay the bills but also to live 
their lives. It is completely 
wrong that Margaret and 
Stephen Williams have not been 
able to afford to go to the 
cinema since the 1990s or that 
the Mitchell family feel that 
they have to sacrifice a social 
life just to afford to eat. 

These examples show that, 
despite the wealth of new 
legislation, life on the ground 


has not changed nearly as much 
as people had hoped. With a 
new Prime Minister in place, 

it is therefore time to pay 
serious attention to this 
problem and deliver more 

than just warm words. 

A key issue that the 
Conservative Party wants to 
address is the role of work and 
the way the benefits system, 
with its highly complex 
earnings disregard rules, traps 
people into dependency. 

Disabled people who cannot 
work should not be forced to 
“live hand-to-mouth in abject 
misery”, as John Pring rightly 
argued. However, there are very 
few people for whom some sort 
of work is not possible and 
most disabled people want to 
participate in working life in 
some way. We should be 
encouraging those aspirations, 
not holding them back. How 
we help those disabled people 


who want to work find 
employment is therefore crucial. 
Brooke Stevens was right to 
highlight how many benefit 
officers do not really know 
their clients. And as Clarissa 
James pointed out, people 
should not have to beg 
disability experts to value their 
life. This is where the third 
sector can come into its own. 
The government needs to 
embrace the recommendations 
contained within the Freud 
report to enable voluntary 
organisations, those from the 
private sector and social 
enterprises to use their skills and 
experiences to get those most 
severely disadvantaged by the 
labour market into employment. 
By tackling this most 
significant cause of poverty, 
the government would go a 
long way to improving the 
lives of many of the UK’s 
disabled people. 
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We want to simplity the benefits system’ 


Minister for disabled people Anne McGuire gives her response to DN’s Poverty Files 


articles on disability and 

poverty very closely over the 
past seven months. 

The experiences of the 
people featured are stark 
reminders of the very real 
social and economic inequality 
experienced by disabled people 
in this country. 

The government is trying to 
change that, and our goal is that 
by 2025 disabled people will have 
complete equality in society. 
That may seem a very long way 
off. But the fact is that the 
barriers experienced by disabled 
people have developed over many 
years and it will take time, as 
well as sustained effort by the 
government, to remove them. 

One of the first things I 
would urge any disabled person 
to do is to ensure they are 
receiving all the help that they 
are entitled to by contacting 
our disability benefits helplines, 
Citizens Advice and the 
direct.gov website. 

Disability benefits like 
disability living allowance 
(DLA) and attendance 
allowance (AA) make an 
important contribution to 
meeting the extra costs arising 


' have followed the series of 


from severe disability. People 
who receive these benefits are 
free to spend them according to 
their own priorities and needs 
and this freedom has always 
been regarded as important by 
disabled people and their 
representative organisations. 

Many of the concerns in the 
articles centred on the 
complexity of the benefits 
system. I acknowledge that 
claiming benefits can be 
complicated and we want to 
simplify the system. After 
consultation we have 
introduced a new claim form 
for DLA which is easier to 
complete. 

I recognise that DLA forms 
are lengthy, and can be a cause 
of frustration. However, we do 
need to know how an 
impairment or health 
condition personally affects 
each individual day to day, 
hence the requirement for 
detailed and sometimes 
sensitive questions. I do agree 
we can and must do better in 
guiding disabled people 
through the system. 

For those on low incomes, 
help is available through the 
disability premiums and 


additional amounts in income 
support and pension credit. 

With regards to winter fuel 
payments, these were 
introduced to help older people 
with their winter heating bills. 
In contrast, disabled people 
need help for their additional 
costs all year round and not 
just in the winter months which 
is why the benefits to help, such 
as DLA and the premiums in 
the income-related benefits, are 
both higher and regulated out 
over a 52-week period. 

The Bristol and Williams 
families (DN March and DN 
May) highlight the vitally 
important support that carers 
provide. The government has 
worked closely with 
organisations representing 
carers to improve their financial 
position and access to services 
and support. The role of carer’s 
allowance is clearly critical and 
we are currently looking at this 
as part of the review of the 
National Carers Strategy 
announced earlier this year by 
Gordon Brown. 

A common theme 
mentioned in the personal 
stories was the problem of 
falling into debt. Lack of 


affordable credit means people 
have to borrow from very high 
cost providers or — even worse 
—loan sharks. Providing access 
to affordable loans is key to 
lifting people out of poverty. 

We have launched a 
campaign, ‘now let’s talk 
money’, to help people find out 
how to get low cost loans, free 
face-to-face money advice and 
open bank accounts. Contact 
your local Citizens Advice 
Bureau for more information. 

Some of the articles from the 
other contributors seem to 
suggest the government is 
wrong to focus on work as the 
best route out of poverty. I 
don’t subscribe to that view. 
Since 1997 we have helped more 
than 370,000 disabled people 
find work. 

The Welfare Reform Act — 
underpinned by the successful 
Pathways to Work programme 
— continues this ambition by 
helping to tailor employment 
support to individuals whilst 
ensuring there is more support 
for people who cannot work. 
From April 2008, all incapacity 
benefits recipients across the 
country will be able to access 
Pathways to Work support. 


Whilst this government 
believes that work is the best 
route out of poverty, we 
recognise that this is only one 
of many issues that need to be 
addressed if we are to tackle 
the poverty faced by disabled 
people. Those with more 
severe health conditions or 
disabilities, and for whom work 
is not an option, will receive 
increased financial support in 
the employment and support 
allowance. 

Another theme that leapt 
out from the articles was the 
lack of control people felt they 
had over their lives. Increasing 
the choice and control that 
disabled people can exercise 
over the support they receive is 
an important part of our work. 
The government is currently 
undertaking a review of 
independent living — this 
includes a project that gives 
control of care services and 
equipment budgets to 
individuals. 

We still have a long way to 
go, but we are making 
progress and our commitment 
to make a real difference in 
disabled people’s lives has 
never been stronger. 


Alan Barton, an adviser at Rickmansworth Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) and social policy adviser for Citizens 


Advice (CA), says there is a widespread debt problem and offers a 10-point plan to tackle it 


he seven case studies 
provide a vivid picture of 
the quality of life 


experienced by people who are 
disabled and their families. It is 
not a picture that does credit to 
one of the richest nations on 
earth. It is clear that this group 
of our citizens has been left 
trailing, as most of us have 
become steadily more 
prosperous. 

Is it acceptable for these 
families to struggle to eat a 
decent diet and to keep their 
homes warm? To buy their 
clothes from charity shops? To 
regard a night at the cinema or 
the pub as a rare or 
unaffordable luxury? Or to find 
they cannot afford a holiday 
unless a charity pays for it? 

Most of us would say “No” 
to all these questions. But we 
might be surprised that these 
individuals and families suffer 
such poverty when some of 
them have headline incomes 
which do not appear that low. 
However, their costs show what 
a lot of extra expenses disabled 
people have, such as 
wheelchairs and transport, fuel, 
care or rehabilitation services, 
and equipment to deal with 
incontinence. 

Some of these should be 


provided by statutory services, 
but provision is often patchy 
and delayed. Several case 
studies show how this pushes 
these costs on to disabled 
people themselves, and their 
families. 

The level of financial 
support is clearly inadequate, 
and at the end of this article are 
some suggestions of what the 
government could do if it is 
serious about tackling poverty 
for disabled people. 

The case studies also raise 
the issue of whether people are 
getting all the financial support 
to which they are entitled. 

They also demonstrate a 
widespread debt problem. For 
disabled people, the rules on 
benefits, tax credits and other 
financial support are extremely 
complex. Unfortunately, the 
various agencies of DWP 
responsible for processing 
benefit claims cannot be relied 
upon always to process claims 
correctly, or to know what 
further support an individual 
or family may be entitled to. 
Nor can the local authority 
benefit department, which 
deals with claims for housing 
and council tax benefits, or the 
tax credits office. 

Disabled people are likely to 


get a much better service from 
an independent advice agency, 
such as a CAB, which will look 
right across all their 
entitlements, help them to 
claim them, and help challenge 
decisions which people think 
are wrong. Societies for people 
with particular disabling 
conditions may also be a very 
valuable source of help. It is 
also important for people to re- 
check their eligibility regularly; 
for example, several benefits 
become more generous when 
someone in the household 
reaches 60. 

Debt is a major problem and 
source of stress for many of the 
people in the case studies. Some 
of them pay out a huge 
proportion of their meagre 
incomes to service loans and 
credit card debts. These debts 
may have been inflated by the 
excessive charges that are made 
if payments are late or missed, 
or for an unauthorised 
overdraft. And interest rates for 
people in these circumstances 
are likely to be high. If disabled 
people are suffering hardship 
because of the burden of their 
debt repayments, they can seek 
help in managing their debts. 

The Consumer Credit 
Counselling Service provides 


a free national service (the 
freephone helpline is open 
from 8am to 8pm, Monday to 


Friday, tel: 0800 138 1111), 
and many CABs have 
specialist money advisers. 


CA’s plan to tackle poverty 


Listed below is a 10-point plan that would offer some real help to 
combat poverty. After each point, we show the name of the family 
or individual from the case studies who would benefit most. 


1. Set incapacity benefits (and the employment and support 
allowance (ESA) in the future) at a level to provide a 21st- 


century standard of living. (A//) 


2. Fund Pathways to Work (and ESA in the future) adequately so 
that people with disabilities receive proper training, advice and 
support to enter or return to employment, and to stay in their 


jobs. (Naethers, Clarissa James) 


3. Give full rent and council tax rebates to all families or 
individuals living entirely from benefits and tax credits. 
(Naethers, Williamses, Clarissa James) 

4, Double carer’s allowance to £97.30 a week — £48.65 a week is 
an insult for someone providing 35 hours-plus care each week. 


(Williamses, Gleesons) 


5. Pay a winter fuel payment to every household that includes 
someone receiving DLA or incapacity benefits. (A//) 

6. Free rehabilitation services. (Clarissa James) 

7. Reduce the 85 per cent income taper for housing 
benefit/council tax benefit (where 85 per cent of every pound 
earned is lost because of reduced benefits) to improve 


incentives to work. (Gleesons) 


8. Give local authorities adequate budgets to provide care 
services, direct payments, and disability aids and adaptations. 
(Brooke Stevens, Bristols, Gleesons) 

9, Free prescriptions and dental and optical care for people 
receiving incapacity benefit. (Mitchells, Williamses) 

10. Better provision of high-quality wheelchairs. (Sue Mitchell) 
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Caitlin Davies married her partner in a pagan wedding ceremony 
during the summer solstice celebrations at Stonehenge, but 
being a “witch on wheels” has often provoked hatred and 
discrimination, she says 


n 21 June, I was lucky 

enough to be among 

23,000 people attending 
the summer solstice celebrations 
at Stonehenge, in Wiltshire. 

Being a disabled pagan — or 
“witch on wheels”, as lam 
known to my friends — the 
summer solstice (Litha) is very 
important, as it is one of eight 
festivals we celebrate each year. 

This year’s celebrations were 
even more important, though, 
as | was marrying my partner 
in a pagan wedding ceremony. 

I have been a practising 
witch for six years now, 
becoming a high priestess in a 
Wiccan (a branch of paganism) 
ceremony only a few months 
ago. Being a high priestess 
means I would be a member of 
the clergy in the USA — which 
recognises paganism as a 
religion — and would be able to 
perform weddings, funerals and 
naming ceremonies. 

As a witch, I practise an 
earth-based religion, I believe 
that there are male and female 
aspects of the same god, and I 
practise spells and rituals. 

Many people have asked me 
why I chose to be a pagan. That 
is a very difficult question to 
answer. It is like asking 
someone why he or she became 
a Christian. It is a matter of 
faith that in itself is very hard 
to define. 

For me it came about as a 
process of self-acceptance, 
realising that being a disabled 
woman is who I am and that I 
do not need to be cured or 
prayed for. 

As part of my beliefs, I 
have studied many subjects, 
including yoga and 


aromatherapy, that have eased 
the effects of my cerebral palsy 
through improving muscle tone 
and relaxation. 

Believing in the sacred 
feminine (the idea of goddess 
worship) and practising tantra 
(a way of using energy, 
particularly in sex) have 
improved my self-image and 
confidence as a woman, and 
have given me a way to express 
who I am and be proud of that. 

But it has not been an easy 
journey. I have sometimes 
encountered discrimination 
and outright hatred. On more 
than one occasion I have been 
stopped in the street and told I 
was going to hell for wearing a 
pentacle (a pagan five-pointed 
star). 


It has not been an easy 
journey. | have 
sometimes encountered 
discrimination and 
outright hatred 


This is a particular problem 
when you rely on help from 
carers and other professionals 
to function in everyday life. 

Many disabled pagans I 
know choose to keep their 
faith secret, so as not to 
offend. I have found that it is 
better to be open and honest, 
and try to increase 
understanding and acceptance 
of disabled pagans. 

I do completely understand 
why some pagans choose not 
to, especially if they live in a 
shared house or care home. 

When I first started out, I 
tried to enrol on several pagan 
courses and found that most 


places that run them are not 
wheelchair-accessible, due to 
the type of building used or its 
remote location. Or, in the case 
of trying to find a yoga 
instructor, there was an 
outright refusal to teach me for 
health and safety reasons. After 
much frustration, I decided to 
teach myself, using books and 
the internet for research, then 
trial and error to fine-tune 
techniques, such as using yoga 
and aromatherapy to express 
my spirituality. 

Then, when I first started 
meeting other pagans, I was 
surprised by some of the 
attitudes I encountered. 

Some pagans do not take me 
seriously and think you have to 
go to a field or wood in the 
middle of nowhere to perform 
effective rituals. 

They are surprised when I 
explain that sometimes I bring 
small amounts of earth or 
wood to my home to obtain a 
link to a place. Most of the 
time this is not necessary. 

As all nature is linked, a 
ritual performed in my own 
garden works just as well, if 
not better, because you are not 
stressed out trying to get toa 
field or wood or distracted by 
worrying how you are going to 
get back afterwards. I also 
found a unique way to feel 
energy from the earth without 
getting on the ground — I tie 
clear quartz crystals to the 
wheels of my chair, and it 
seems to work for me. 

Unfortunately, most 
sacred pagan sites like 
Avebury, Glastonbury Tor and 
Chalice Well are inaccessible 
by wheelchair. 


Bewitched by life as a disabled pagan 


Caitlin Davies (above) performed her own pagan ceremony when she 
married Mark (left) at this year’s summer solstice at Stonehenge 


Avebury has steps and stiles 
so you cannot get to the stones 
themselves, but luckily a road 
goes right though the middle so 
you can at least see it. 

Glastonbury Tor can only be 
seen from a distance, and 
although Chalice Well does say 
it is wheelchair-accessible, I 
personally would not 
recommend it unless you have 


At Stonehenge, a 
wheelchair-user is looked 
at with envy, not pity, as 
14 hours on cold grass is 
no fun for anybody 


help, as the paths are narrow 
and steep, and are often wet 
because of the pools. When my 
partner and I went there, we 
got completely stuck and if it 
had not been for the help of 
other visitors, we would 
probably still be there. 

This is why going to 
Stonehenge is such a rare 
experience for me. Because it is 
the only pagan site that is fully 
accessible by wheelchair and it 
is so well organised, disabled 
visitors can fully participate, 
and a wheelchair-user is looked 
at with envy and not pity, as 
seating is not permitted and 14 
hours on cold grass is no fun 
for anybody, or so I am told. 

This opportunity is only 
possible because, since 2000, 
English Heritage has 
implemented an “access for all” 
policy. This means they provide 
free access to the site throughout 
the night for anyone wishing to 
attend. Unlike when you visit the 
site at any other time of the year, 
the rope barriers are removed, so 
for that one night you can touch 
the stones and go within the 
henge itself. For disabled visitors, 
they provide designated parking, 
accessible toilet facilities at both 
the carpark and the site itself, as 
well as a free wheelchair- 
accessible taxi to take you the 


20-minute journey from the 


carpark to the henge itself. 
Everyone else has to walk one 
kilometre across fields. 

This year, unlike others, the 
site opened before sunset so we 
could see all of the Druid rituals 
and see the stones in the daylight 
before most people arrived. The 
whole night was a very moving 
experience. Meeting people from 
all over the world, from all kinds 
of social, cultural and spiritual 
backgrounds, made it all the 
more special. I spoke to some 
other disabled visitors and they 
were also impressed with the 
access provision. Everyone 
enjoyed the party atmosphere. 

Then, just before dawn, my 
partner Mark and I were 
married next to the heel stone 
in a pagan wedding ceremony 
called a handfasting, where we 
symbolically bound our hands 
together and asked the God or 
Goddess to bless our life 
together. We were married in a 
civil ceremony three years ago, 
but had to wait this long for the 
handfasting ceremony, which I 
performed myself. 

Having 23,000 guests at your 
wedding is quite a lot by 
anyone’s standards. But it was 
still quite intimate, considering 
how many people were around. 
We felt very close to one 
another and very spiritual. 

I really do hope we can return 
to Stonehenge for our first 
anniversary, and that the solstice 
celebrations continue to be 
accessible to disabled people. 

Paganism would appeal to a 
lot of disabled people if they 
could get past the view of 
paganism you get from the 
media — in particular, disabled 
people who are quite happy 
with who they are and don’t 
want to be cured and changed. 

I think it changes your self- 
image and your relationship 
with other people and gives 
you a strength you wouldn’t 
normally have. 
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Americas Mr Fix It { 


Andew Imparato, president of the American Association of 

People with Disabilities, has an impressive track record when 
it comes to shaking up the US disability movement. Katharine 
Quarmby caught up with him when he visited Britain in June 


ndrew Imparato breezes 

into our office in north 

London full of 
enthusiasm. His whirlwind tour 
of Britain has included an 
inspirational speech at the Our 
Lives, Our Choices rally in 
Westminster and meetings with 
disability activists from 
Disability Awareness in Action, 
RADAR, and the National 
Centre for Independent Living. 

Imparato has headed the 
American pan-disability 
organisation, the American 
Association of People with 
Disabilities (AAPD), since 
1999. He has transformed a 
low-profile body into one that 
is referred to regularly by the 
media and politicians. It now 
claims 160,000 members across 
the United States. 

Imparato’s curriculum vitae 
reads like a classic primer for 
disability activism. He started 
his career at the Disability Law 
Center in Boston, 
Massachusetts, before moving 
to a post as counsel to the US 
Senate sub-committee on 
disability policy. He also served 
on the US Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission and 
the National Council on 
Disability. He has won several 
honours, among them the 
highest achievement award from 
the US Department of Health 
and Human Services last year. 

He was diagnosed with bi- 
polar disorder during his last 
year of law school. “In just a 
couple of weeks I went from 
being a cocky law student to 
not being able to get out of bed 
and I had no idea why this was 
happening. Id just gotten 
married the summer before, my 
wife was trying to help, but I 
went from thinking I could do 
anything with my career to 
thinking I should just work at a 
supermarket because I couldn’t 
deal with the stress. Depression 
has this bizarre way of 
completely removing any sense 
of self-worth.” 

Work and family support 
help him manage his condition, 
he says. “My largest anti- 
depressants have always been 
having a job that I liked — I’ve 
never missed a day because of 
my depression — and the other 
thing was having my wife and 
family.” 

Imparato has what is termed 
an “invisible disability” but 
points out that the trustees who 
hired him were mostly 
wheelchair-users. 


“T would see it as a sign of 
maturity that our movement 
realises that you don’t have to 
have a physical disability in 
order to be an effective leader. I 
think that they were deliberately 
reaching out to people with 
psychiatric and non-visible 
disabilities in hiring me, 
recognising that the majority 
of Americans with disabilities 
— well, you wouldn’t know that 
they had a disability.” 

Imparato is well-respected 
for his advocacy on both sides 
of the pond. Rachel Hurst, a 
veteran British disability 
activist, has known and 
admired him for many years. 
“He has done a magnificent job 
in the American disability 
movement. We need an 
organisation with the same 
clout as the American 
Association of People with 
Disabilities here — which is 
down to his leadership. We 
don’t have anything as strong 
as that here.” 

The AAPD set out to break 
down the barriers within the 
disability movement — much as 
the civil rights movement had 
done some 50 years earlier. Its 
activities include internships for 
disabled students to work with 
congressmen and in federal 
government, a mentoring day 
for 13,000 students and a get- 
the-vote-out project. 


‘| have an extraordinary 
amount of energy and 
work capacity —! see 
half-full glasses, rather 
than half-empty’ 


Imparato says that AAPD 
has had such widespread 
success due to its commitment 
to outside partnerships, its use 
of volunteers, sponsors and its 
high quality staff. 

AAPD has enjoyed a high 
media profile — what Imparato 
terms “teachable moments” — 
on issues such as the case of 
Terri Schiavo, the brain- 
damaged woman from Florida 
at the heart of a bitter legal 
dispute about the right to life. 
Imparato bemoans the fact that 
the disability message “got 
lost” as the religious right took 
control of the debate. 

Another issue on which 
AAPD is campaigning hard is 
on the need for far better 
counselling on pre-natal 
diagnosis. Imparato believes 
that the debate around it is a 


harbinger of greater problems. 
“Prenatal genetic diagnosis is 
where it is happening fastest and 
first, but I do think that it is 
going to play out in a way where 
it will be difficult for people to 
get health insurance, disability 
insurance, to get a job. I can 
imagine that in the future if you 
want to adopt a child, they will 
want to check your genes. I find 
it all very scary.” 

Imparato is full of praise for 
the way in which British 
disability groups work together, 
singling out Scope’s Time to 
Get Equal campaign for 
particular notice. He adds: 
“The messaging is fresh and 
young — in the US, much of our 
branding looks boring.” 

He refuses to disparage the 
new Prime Minister, Gordon 
Brown, who has said that he 
does not define himself as 
disabled. “One of our roles is 
to promote disability pride and 
cultural identity but does that 
mean I would criticise the 
Prime Minister for not owning 
his disability? No, because he 
doesn’t see a political 
connection between his life 
experience and that of other 
people with disabilities and it is 
a sign of where he is. There are 
a lot of people with significant 
disabilities who don’t like the 
word disability.” 

Imparato builds on this 
further. “I don’t believe that 
there is a bright line between a 


disabled person and a person 
who is not disabled. Most 
people, as they get older, will 
lose vision or hearing. At what 
point should those individuals 
be referred to as disabled? If we 
go around trying to out 70- 
year-olds, what point does that 
serve?” 

Neither does Imparato 
believe that disability 
organisations have to be led by 
one of their own. “What is 
more important — in terms of 
who the CEO or leader is — is 
to have a diverse applicant pool 
that includes people with 
disabilities and then hire the 
best person. To limit yourself 
to disabled people is an 
artificial limitation. 

“There is a separate issue 
around governance: I do think 
it is important for disability- 
controlled organisations to 
have a majority on the board 
who self-identify as having 
some type of disability. But if 
they then want to hire a non- 
disabled CEO, I personally have 
no problem with that.” 

He also supports the 
introduction of a single 
equalities body, the 
Commission for Equality and 
Human Rights, despite many 
misgivings in the British 
disability movement. 

“T feel that the pros of doing 
it in an integrated way 
outweigh the cons: Iam a big 
believer in having a pan-civil 
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rights approach to non- 
discrimination because 
ultimately there are more 
similarities between sorts of 
discrimination than there are 
differences. A lot of good 
policies that benefit those with 
disabilities also benefit women 
or others.” 
Imparato paces himself 
according to the cycle of his 
bipolar disorder. “I have 
a high-energy time of 
the year between 
February and August, 
and low energy and 
self-confidence for 
the rest of the year. | 
get into more 
trouble when I have 
high energy because 
I feel omnipotent 
and get a lot more 
demanding. I tend 
to drive my staff 
crazy because I’m 
bouncing off the 
wall with ideas. | 
guess the best 
strategy is being 
very open and 
encouraging the 
people around me 
to call it to my 
attention if there is 
a problem. I am 
very good at 
apologising.” 

But his self- 
confidence is high — 
not despite his 
disability, but because 


of it. “When they hired me, | 


was 34 and had no management 
experience. The organisation 
has quadrupled in size, partly 
because I have an extraordinary 
amount of energy and work 
capacity and because I don’t 
limit myself in terms of what is 
possible — I see half-full glasses, 
rather than half-empty.” 


WHO IS HE? 


Andrew J Imparato is the 
president and chief executive 
of the American Association of 
People with Disabilities 
(AAPD), the largest cross- 
disability membership 
organisation in the US. 

He joined AAPD in 1999, 
since when membership has 
quadrupled in size. 

Prior to joining AAPD, he 
was general counsel and 
director of policy at the 
National Council on Disability 
(NCD), an independent federal 
agency advising the US 
President and Congress on 
public policy issues affecting 
disabled people. 

Mr Imparato lives in 
Baltimore with his wife and two 
sons. He graduated with 
distinction from Stanford Law 
School and is a summa cum 
laude graduate of Yale College. 


SS 


disabilitynow August 2007 


© No Deposit 
© ©O% APR Typical 


Survey | 
| & Quote 


Rise-and Recliner c 


. ) Ba 


£6.00 | 


1 ae Mayoiiiey 


ie 


Written details on request. Typical example £2597.60, 60 monthly repayments of £43.28, 
weekly equivalent of £9.99 per week, 0% APR typical. Not available on the Motability Scheme 


disabilitynow August 2007 


) => Motability } 


“It was So easy, 
The Monarch advisor 
came to our home” 


ON SELECTED MODELS - NOT AVAILABLE ON THE MOTABILITY SCHEME 


£6.00 | £10.00 


‘ " mel, , }, 
i 8 ( Ieee | 
Be | | | Ii 
& ta Neen a | ceaatircnestitonntl ean i ee td * woe Neen ee 


—— a 
. @ " 
— — a4 
otliection..J/3% 3 
, & 4 
eee ~“ < 
TSO Ty 


— 
Nii 


X 
¥ 


| £5.00 | ee 
\ ' ' 
jah 


wae Call 
* 0800 953 0201 


www.monarchmobility.com 


Feature 31 


Vacation, Vacation, Vacation 


school’s out and the sun is (Sometimes) shining. We ask five leading disabled figures to share their summer secrets 


Steve Day 
Comedian 


Where are you going on 
holiday this year and what will 
you be doing? 

I have no proper holiday 
booked this year. The kids are 
being taken to Butlins by my 
parents and my wife is visiting 
friends in Norway. The nearest 
I'll get to a holiday is the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival (see 
preview, page 40). Most 
comics go there and it’s the 
hardest they work all year. For 
me it’s a nice rest. 


What will you be reading? 

I shall be reading my reviews 
for a start. I say I’m not 
bothered but I am. I also 

like reading my friends’ 
notices. The only thing 

better than them getting raved 
about is when they get slagged 
off. also normally read a 
Rebus novel [by Ian Rankin] 
to get in the mood. 


What is your favourite holiday 
memory? 

We have five kids aged six to 
19 with wildly different tastes, 
but in 2004 we all went 
to Lanzarote 
together. We 
went ona boat ' 
trip to see the 
dolphins, who 
didn’t turn up but 
it didn’t matter as 
we had a great time 
together. 


Anne Begg MP 


Where are you going on 
holiday this year and what will 
you be doing? 

London — to rest as much as 
possible and catch up with 
sleep but also take in some 
theatre. 


What will you be reading? 
As much as I can — usually 
crime fiction. 


What is your favourite holiday 
memory? 

Watching the sun set slowly 
over the Ardnamurachan point 
—Scotland’s most westerly 
point — when I was around 
nine years old. 


What has been your worst 
holiday? 

I can’t think of one — even the 
holiday in France where I 


What has been your worst 
holiday? 

When the three youngest were 
toddlers we went on a farm 
holiday in Cornwall. The 
farmer (well, a retired knee 
surgeon from Surrey) was so 
uptight he couldn’t stand the 
kids running around and we 
got chucked off the farm. 


What item can you not do 
without on holiday? 

This one is easy — hearing aids. 
I get so paranoid, rightly too, 
as my pet labrador ate my left 
one two weeks ago. I worry 
that sand will get in them so I 
put them in their box, put the 
box in a plastic bag, and put 
the plastic bag in the beach 
bag. Then someone has 
something urgent to tell me so 
the whole process is 

reversed and 


then it turns Chee 


out that 


they’ve 3 i 


forgotten ; itt 
what it Si af = ge 


was they 
wanted to 


say. 


wrote my wheelchair off on 
the first day. It was fine once 
I found out how to hire a 
wheelchair for the holiday. 
Call it an experience. 


What item can you not do 
without on holiday? 


_ My wheelchair. I always 


worry when I get to my 
destination in case it 
hasn’t made the journey 
intact. The 
France 
experience 
was the worst 
example. 


Frank Gardner 
BBC Security 
Correspondent 


Where are you going on 
holiday this year and what will 
you be doing? 

This year we took our family 
holiday at Easter, and toured 
round Arizona and Utah. I 


Bert Massie 
Chairman, 
Disability 
Rights 
Commission 


Where are you going on 
holiday this year and what 
will you be doing? - 
I’ve just come back from 
Cyprus, where I hired a 

car and looked at the 

sights — all the usual things 
you do on holiday. I also 

lazed around and ate too 
much(!) 


What will you be reading? 
Iread The Boleyn Inheritance 
{by Philippa Gregory] and 
the latest Sebastian Faulks 
book [Engleby]. I read a lot 
of books on holiday. 


general. 


Stephen Wiltshire 
Artist 


Where are you going on 
holiday this year and what will 
you be doing? 

I have just been to New York 
and it was fantastic! I would 
like to go to Australia next. I 
like to do bus tours and do 
sketches, whatever I like. 


What will you be reading? 
I prefer to view images of great 
structures and architecture in 


hired a car with hand controls 
and drove us 1,100 miles in a 


week, staying in wooden 
lodges in the pine forests. We 
loved the Grand Canyon 
(which has easily accessible 
trails along the southern rim) 
and took a short helicopter 
flight over the canyon before 
moving on to Monument 


What is your favourite holiday 
memory? 

By the time you get to my age, 
you have so many holiday 
memories it’s hard to pick one. 
I used to think the best bit was 
getting there, with the flight 
being part of the holiday. Now 
the experience is awful; check- 
in takes an hour, the seats are 
cramped, you have to pay for 
your tea... 


What has been your worst 
holiday? 

Cuba. Havana is terrific, it 
has great food and great 
people and I would 
recommend it. But we 
got an all-inclusive deal 
and part of the 
holiday was spent in 
a hotel ona 
peninsula outside of 


What is your favourite holiday 
memory? 

I have been to America many 
times and New York is my 
favourite place. I like the 
skyscrapers and the classic 
cars. 


What has been your worst 
holiday? 

I did not like Russia that much. 
It was very cold. 


What item can you not do 
without on holiday? 
Camera, drawing pad and 
pencil. 


Valley, which is, as Americans 
say, “awesome”. 


What will you be reading? 
I read the Lonely Planet guide 
to Southwest USA. 


What is your favourite holiday 
memory? 

Sitting on a ledge on the rim of 
the Grand Canyon and 
watching several huge 
Californian condors come 
swooping in just a few feet 
above our heads. 


What has been your worst 
holiday? 

That’s difficult. I can’t really 
think of a bad one! 


What item can you not do 
without on holiday? 

My wheelchair. And a digital 
camera to send pictures to 
friends and relatives. 


Havana, which was one of the 
worst hotels I’ve ever seen. 


What item can you not do 
without on holiday? 

My wife. Without her it 
would be chaos! 
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Letters to the 


Editor 


Send your letters to the acting editor, John Pring, Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, minicom: 020 7619 7332, fax: 020 7619 7331, 
email: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk. Please include your telephone number. 


Real value of disabled groups 


Simone Aspis raises some 
important points in her article 
Working for Free (DN Extra 
June, page 7). 

So many key disabled 
organisations and groups 
undertake critical work for and 
on behalf of disabled people, 
much of which feeds into 
various consultation or 
strategic policy documents for 
local and national government. 
3ut most of this is undertaken 
for little or no remuneration, 
other than sparse occasional 
repayments of travel expenses. 

I feel it’s time to review our 
position as disabled people, 


and accept that we do have to 
take some of the blame for 
allowing ourselves to be 
continually used (or is that 
abused) by people who gain 
from our expertise and care. 
So when will the 
government and non- 
governmental organisations 
stop taking disabled people for 
a ride? Perhaps the time is 
right for a real united 
movement to press for 
recognition of the real value 
(financial) of disabled people. 
Stephen Brookes, disability 
consultant, member of the 
TUC disability committee 


Choose words more carefully 


I was shocked to read the 
wording of the placards held by 
members of Car Park 
Crusaders, “Able bodied — 
feeble minded” (DN Extra 
July, page 3). 

Not that long ago “feeble 
minded” was used as 
commonly as “cripple” to 


define a person’s disability. 
Using “feeble minded” as an 
insult is insensitive and 
potentially divisive. I think 
unity — of purpose, method 
and attitude — is what’s needed 
in this campaign, isn’t it? 
Janet Gurney, Us in a Bus, by 
email 


DAMAGED WHEELCHAIR? 


Did your wheelchair survive the 
airline journey? 


If it didn't, you can refer 
to the Montreal 
Convention, (in force in 
the UK since 28 June 
2004 ), or the DfT, Access 
to Air Travel for disabled 
people — code of practice, 
para 6:37, and wait... 


Meanwhile the 


WHEELCHAIR TRAVEL BAG © 2003 
can protect your wheelchair and simplify 


the whole procedure. 


Protective bags for folding and rigid wheelchairs 
Sturdy, easy to use and, when not in use can be carried on the back 
of your wheelchair in the bag provided. 


www.maydayproducts.com 
mayday. products@virgin.net 
call 01491 680103 


Suffering home loan hardship 


I have read with interest the 
articles about disabled people 
living in poverty. However, I 
think it was a pity you did not 
highlight the problems of those 
with mortgages. In most cases, 
if those on benefit rent their 
homes they get the rent paid. It 
is only when you have been out 
of work for a year will “they” 
help with interest payments. 

If, like me, you have taken 


out an equity mortgage to 
cover debts and repairs on the 
house, you do not qualify for 
help with interest payments. 
Why should I have to give up 
my home? I did not ask to have 
asthma or arthritis. I did not 
know that I would be unable to 
work because I can’t get 
retraining. If you have the 
misfortune to be on incapacity 
benefit, you get nothing, not 


even free medicine. You have to 
go into debt or not eat. 

For years I had no heating. 
For three years I stayed in bed 
all winter. I never missed a 
mortgage payment, but I 
always felt cold and hungry. 
Lynda Wilkins, Somerset 
Editor’s note: The Mitchell 
family, featured in our first 
Poverty File in January, have 
a mortgage 


Slavery by another name 


I read the report about the 
mother with two disabled 
children (DN July, The Poverty 
Files) with some concern. It 
seems the solution to the 
family’s financial dilemma 
would be to put the transport 
to school where it belongs — in 
the hands of the local authority. 
We did, and it makes all the 
difference. 

Some resistance may be 
given in the begining but it is 
worth persevering. It also frees 
up time. 

Also, painkillers for Annalise 
should be on the NHS — our 
child gets ibuprofen in little 
bottles. We were paying for 


them for over five years until 
another parent told us to insist. 
It was hard to do but as our 
income is less than Annalise’s 
parents and we have three girls, 
we had no choice. 

As carers, we do the 
equivalent of two working 
weeks anyway and yet people 
look down on us. I would 
willingly challenge any member 
of the government to do the 
hours I do and see if they 
thought they should hold down 
another job as well. 

The slave trade in England 
goes on still, only they have a 
new name: carers. 


Colleen Ann Gardiner, by email 


Be grateful for blue badges 


I refer to the letters concerning 
charging blue badge holders for 
parking (DN July, letters). 

Many NHS hospitals 
have been charging 
holders of the badge for 
years for parking within 
hospital carparks, which has 
produced much hostility 
to the charging, as your 
‘magazine has shown. 

But should holders of 
the blue badge expect, 
almost as a matter of right, to 
park for free? 

A government booklet, 
provided to every blue badge 
holder, makes no reference to 
the entitlement to “free” 
parking. The badge is a 
“parking concession” for “on 
street” parking only. The 
booklet advises badge holders 
to read parking signs and pay 
any appropriate charge, so why 


the fuss? 

Why should disabled drivers 
not pay to park in a carpark? I 
have yet to hear any convincing 
argument to justify not paying, 
so be grateful for the 
concessions that legislation has 
provided so that you may park 
“on street” in permitted areas, 
which is free. 

The Marquis de Derval et de 
Moisdon 


Improve benefits to tackle poverty 


Your recent articles on poverty 
have shown that those who 
cannot work suffer financial 
hardship. The difference 
between people’s personal 
circumstances is huge, but 
lack of money for essentials is 
a common problem and the 
only way I could see this 
being combated is if everyone 
with chronic illness or 
disability could be awarded a 
benefit designed to buffer a 


low salary — awarded 
whether the individual works 
or not. 

The different criteria for 
eligibility of disability living 
allowance reflects a wide 
unfairness that comes 
about because in general the 
benefits system is designed by 
people who have little or no 
experience of disability in 
everyday life. 

Paul Lamarque, Birmingham 


Helmets are 
not so great 


I am astounded that a paper 
such as DN published “Trikers 
play it safe and wear a helmet” 
(DN July, Letters). A paper that 
continually cries out about 
independence and freedom and 
against legislation that quashes 
freedom of choice. 

Mr Holt is entitled to his own 
opinion, but surely the whole 
idea of freedom is not to have 
others’ opinions thrust upon us. 

The helmet law is a contro- 
versial issue and yet he not only 
pushes aside everyone’s opinion, 
he also advocates that people 
must wear a helmet on a trike 
when there is no such law at all. 

Helmets are not as safe as 
their makers, or the government, 
would have you believe. In fact, 
there has been no research into 
how safe a helmet is. In fact, in 
certain types of accident a 
helmet will cause horrific 
injuries to your neck and spine. 

As a disabled person, I am 
even more strongly against this 
cotton-wool society that seems 
to be engulfing us. People are 
intelligent enough to make their 
own judgements and they 
should be allowed to do so. 

Deduct yourself 1,000 
Brownie points, Mr Holt. 

Vic Hawkes, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands 


Badge misuse 


As a person receiving disability 
living allowance at the full rate, 
Iam grateful for my blue badge 
and have followed the 
controversy with interest. 

I do feel that GPs should be 
asked to be much more 
responsible in signing forms for 
patients who request a badge. 

One of my friends asked the 
doctor to sign a form for her as 
her husband had died and she 
missed the convenience of the 
badge. This person is fully 
mobile, she goes on holiday, 
walks and dances. Another 
friend, although rather frail, 
uses buses and trains and on 
holiday dances every evening. 

I think both cases are a gross 
misuse of the scheme. 

Mrs H Castledine, nr Longridge, 
Preston 


————————— eee 
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Workers need help not hot air 


I read with interest and sadness 
about the plight of the workers 
in Remploy factories that are 
due to close. 

There is now an acceptance 
that disabled people would 
prefer to work in mainstream 
employment alongside non- 
disabled people. But the 
question is: Are the unions and 
non-disabled people prepared 
to work with disabled persons 
who may not be able to keep up 
with the speed of today’s 
modern industry? 


At a certain age, they could 
be thrown on to the scrapheap, 
having filled the gap until 
someone comes along who is 
quicker. 

It is time for those in 
power to come from behind 
political correctness and 
into the real world and give 
us the positive and practical 
help that is needed. Not hot 
air and claptrap with empty 
promises. 

Gordon Adams, South 
Glamorgan 


Hacked Off by chair complaint 


I refer to Cathy Reay’s Hacked 
Off column (DN Extra July, 
page 6). 

Tama “hunchback” with 
considerable paralysis (polio, 
1947), and am unhappy to have 
such a disability defined by 
Cathy as possibly being 
caused by sitting in an 
uncomfortable chair. 

Budgens will have supplied 
Cathy with a contract of 
employment. Among other 
things, it will have explained to 
a new employee how to raise 
problems with his/her new 
employer. 

Failure of an employee to 
report physical or psychological 


Mencap’s wills and trusts team... 


We believe their financial care tomorrow 


difficulty means they are 
breaking this contract. Such 
behaviour might sow seeds of a 
potential industrial injury 
claim, which is the last thing an 
employer wants. 

I worked for 41 years full- 
time, 31 years in the 
employment industry, and am 
horrified that this article was 
published. All young disabled 
people must adhere to 
employment legislation and 
communicate any problems. 
They will find that their 
employers will be only too 
happy to help. 

Jennifer Stone, address 
supplied 


Is as crucial as It is today. 


web watch 


Have your say and join others chatting at www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


I already heard that “political correctness” is a big thing in the UK. But 
somehow I do not really understand it. Just giving a thing a nicer name 
does not make it better! If I need a wheelchair for everything except for 
sleeping I am indeed bound to the wheelchair. To say “use a 
wheelchair” sounds like a choice, like “use a car” — just that in the case 
of the wheelchair I do not have that choice. And the word 
“handicapped” to a German is by far more positive than “disabled”. To 
us in Germany disabled = not able = cannot do, whereas handicapped 
= more difficult, but not impossible = still can do somehow. What do 
you say instead of “spastic”? May it be “suffering from spasticity”? 
Blecky 


To handicap something is to make it worse, for example the word 
handicap is used in the world of horse-racing to make it harder for 
a horse which wins lots of races to win. You add weight to it. Well, 
that’s not what they do to me. It’s not being PC, it’s the words 
“crippled, spastic”. Do you think these are nice words? People with 
learning disabilities are called thick morons, or some words I rather 
not use. We are fighting in the UK to be treated like everyone else, 
so somebody comes along and calls a person a spastic. I’ll show 
them what the word really means by laying them out. I mean 
wheelchair bound — who tied me to a wheelchair? Words do matter. 
Robn 


I translated “spastic” with the German word “spastiker”, which is no 
insult in Germany but simply a description of the kind of disability. 
But that is obviously wrong. I think that the English word “spastic” is 
more like the German word “Spasti”, which is a disrespectful way of 
addressing such a person. You write that to handicap something is to 
make it worse, in other words, harder to do. Isn’t that exactly what 
any disability does? It makes life harder to live, harder to master. 
Harder, but not impossible. So why not call it as it is? 

Blecky 


¢ Maybe our new Prime 
Minister was right after all to 
shy away from declaring himself 


proud to be a disabled person. 

It took just a few days for 
The Sun to find some pathetic 
“humour” in Gordon Brown’s 
visual impairment. 

The tabloid's political diary, 
The Whip, pointed out the 
large print on Brown’s notes at 
Prime Minister's Questions 
and noted how journalists in 
the press gallery above could 
now peer down and read them. 

So far, so not too offensive. 
But The Whip decided there 
was still room for some 
childish humour and put the 
entire diary item in large print, 
with a note at the end saying: 
“(Hope this is big enough, 
Gordon.)” Sad. Very sad. 


¢ But on a brighter note, an 
item from our “you couldn’t 
make it up” correspondent. 

Launched in June, the 
latest government 
consultation: a consultation 
on the government's 
consultation policy. Anyone 
who feels a burning need to 
take part in this consultation 
on consultations can visit 
www.consultations.gov.uk 
Obviously. 


~ MENCAP 


Understanding learning disability 
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@ abnormally FUNNY 


« 


Travelling on a 
plane with a 
backpack full of 
fluid and wires is 
no picnic, says 
Gareth Berliner 


s we all know, travelling 
abroad when you are 
disabled is not always 


the easiest of things. There’s 
the medical permission to travel 
and the notes to explain that 
you're well enough to put 
yourself at risk from DVT, as 
well as the possibility of a 
crash! 

In my case, I have to travel 
with a backpack full of 
nutritional fluid to stop me 
dehydrating on a flight. 

Suffering from short gut 
syndrome, I am more at risk of 
dehydration (the more I drink, 
the more I dehydrate) so I’ve 
been fitted with a broviac 
catheter that goes to the main 
vein in my heart and helps 
pump my nutritional fluid 
around my body. 

One year, with money being 
tight, I had to risk travelling 
without insurance. This meant 
that whilst I was in Oz, I was 
left to hope that if anything 
went wrong on a health level it 
was something like me getting 


run over because that 
would be covered by 
my basic travel 
insurance. 

In Hong Kong, I 
presented myself at the 
check-in with my 
special medical pump, 
backpack and medical 
notes explaining my 
situation and 
condition. They 
seemed somewhat 
unsure of me. For the 
next hour and a half 
before my flight out of 
HK, they gave me my 
own armed guard. 

Now firstly, if I was 
a suicide bomber I doubt I 
would concoct such a cunning 


‘He was ordered to take 
me on board and ensure 
| was firmly ensconced 
before take-off’ 


ruse in order to get on a plane 
with my bomb. 


| We test a certain 
amount of our stairlifts. 


All of them. 
Call 0800 715 124 ext.5512 


www.stannahstairlifts.co.uk 


Nothing is more important to us than 


| our customer's safety and wellbeing. 
That’s why at Stannah, we check 
every stairlift before it leaves our 


— Sy 


~Stannah 


The Stairlift People 


factory. And once installed every 
stairlift is again checked to ensure it’s 
working perfectly. Why not give one 
of our experienced advisors a call 
and we'll tell you everything you need 
to know about stairlifts. 
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Secondly, if I was a suicide 
bomber, what would giving me 
the armed guard actually do? 
Was he superhuman and of an 
invulnerable form? If he 
thought I was going to 
detonate, what was he going to 
do? Bear-hug me and absorb 
the force of the blast? He was 
quite a jovial chap who spoke 
no English. He was ordered to 
take me on to the plane and be 
sure I was firmly ensconced 
before we took off. It was like 
the authorities in HK were 
saying, “We’re not completely 
sure if you might be a suicide 
bomber, but if you are you can 
go about your business once 
you ve fucked off out of our 
airspace!” 

On my flight, once hooked 
up to my backpack, I decided 
to check that everything was 
OK with it. I should explain 
that when you open it what you 
actually see is a two-and-a-half 
litre chamber of fluid, an 
electronic pump and some 
wires. I was sat next to a really 
rude, arrogant man who had 
behaved appallingly to other 
passengers and cabin staff. 
When he saw the inside of the 
backpack he freaked out. I'll be 
honest enough to say I checked 
it at least four times because I 
thought it was funny. When he 
started crying, I believe I added 
insult to injury by saying, 
“Don’t worry mate...you’ll see 
your friends on the other side!” 
* For details of future 
Abnormally Funny People 
gigs, visit www.abnormally 
funnypeople.com 


WORLD VIEW 


ALBIE SACHS 
Why | cried when the Constitutional 


: Court of South Africa made its 
. \\/ judgement on an HIV drug case 


here was a case we 

heard in the constitu- 

tional court that dealt 
with the right of access to 
adequate healthcare. It was 
about women living with HIV. 

If the drug Nevaripine is 
given to a mother when she is 
about to give birth, and the 
child is given a drop immedi- 
ately after, it reduces the 
chances of transmission of 
the virus by about half. 

The drug was being provid- 
ed free by the makers, it had 
passed safety tests, but the 
minister of health said they 
needed a two-year trial. She 
selected two hospitals in each 
of the nine provinces. 

But other hospitals were 
clamouring for the drug. 
Campaigners said the drug 
was safe, it was free, doctors 
would ensure it was taken 
with informed consent, and it 
would save thousands of lives 
each year. But the minister 
was adamant. 

The campaigners went to 
the High Court, and the case 
eventually came to us. 

We were about to go into 
court to make our decision 
when a colleague said to me: 
“Albie, would you like a han- 
kie?” I knew what the joke was. 

A year or two earlier we 
had heard the case of Mr 
Hoffman, who had applied 
for a job on South African 
Airways. He passed the tests 
with flying colours, but he 
was HIV positive. They would 
employ him as ground staff, 
but not as a steward. 

They said customers would 
go to British Airways because 
British Airways doesn’t employ 
people living with HIV as stew- 
ards. The High Court accepted 
a variant of that argument, and 
it came on appeal to us. 

The court was jam-packed. 
Most people were wearing T- 
shirts, most saying “HIV 
Positive”. There you saw the 
nation: black people, brown 
people, white people, young, 
men, women, all HIV positive. 

Sandile Ngcobo, on behalf 
of the court, said South African 
Airways’ duty was not to go 
along with public prejudice but 
to combat it. He ordered that 
Mr Hoffman be employed as 


long as his health permitted 
him to work efficiently. 

We filed out. There was 
silence. As we got to the corri- 
dor at the back, there was 
tremendous cheering and I 
burst out crying. It wasn’t 
simply the weight of HIV in 
our country and the distress it 
causes, but the feeling that I 
was on a court where we 
could defend fundamental 
rights. Not simply denounc- 
ing apartheid and demanding 
equal rights and votes for 
everybody, but addressing new 
forms of discrimination, mar- 
ginalisation and disrespect for 
people’s fundamental dignity. 

Back in court for the 
Nevaripine case, we knew it 
would be packed once again 
with people wearing HIV 
Positive T-shirts. I told Sandile 
I wouldn’t need his hankie. 

Arthur Chaskalson, the 
chief justice, read the judge- 
ment. He said it was unreason- 
able for the government not to 
make Nevaripine available at 
all public sector sites where the 
doctors could control its use 
and get informed consent. It 
was in the interests of the chil- 
dren and their mothers. 

There was silence as we 
filed out. We got into the cor- 
ridor. The cheering started, 
and I cried again. 

These are areas of public 
law where fundamental digni- 
ty and human rights play a 
profound role in our society. 
But we’ve found it goes well 
beyond the public law. 

We live in a constitutional 
state, with a bill of rights at 
its core. It does far more than 
just ensure that the govern- 
ment doesn’t behave in an 
arbitrary and unfair way. It is 
derived from our needs and 
all the pains and hardships 
and humiliations that people 
have suffered in our society. 

The bill of rights affirms 
our common humanity. It is 
the foundation of our coming 
together as a society, with the 
huge cleavages, the enormous 
diversity of people, historical 
experiences, and the massive 
inequalities that sadly are still 
part and parcel of South 
African life. It unites us in 
our diversity. 


IEEE 
Lawyer and human rights activist Justice Albie Sachs is a member 


of the Constitutional Court of South Africa. In 1988, he lost an 
arm and the sight in one eye after a car bomb was set off by South 
African security agents while he was in exile in Mozambique. 

This is an abridged version of a speech he made to a British 
Institute of Human Rights conference in June. 
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Rights for residents in private care homes 


Human rights campaigners were horrified when the House of Lords ruled in June that people placed in 
independent care homes by local authorities were not protected by the Human Rights Act (HRA). Disability activist 


Rachel Hurst explains why this must change, while ca 


“Disabled and elderly 
people need protection to 
ensure that they are 
treated with dignity” 


The present 
government is 
proud of its 
¥ human rights 
P record and has 
committed itself 
to upholding the rights of 
disabled people. Unfortunately, 
this commitment seems to be 
more rhetoric than substance. 
The HRA gives protection to 
all people receiving services 
from public authorities. In 
1998, Jack Straw (the then 
home secretary), said the 
definition of “public authority” 
should take into account the 
privatisation of many services 
and include private entities. 
However, in 2002, the Court 
of Appeal judged that a private 
entity, even though carrying out 
the work of a public authority, 
was not bound by the HRA. 
This judgement, based on a 
case brought by residents of a 
Leonard Cheshire residential 
home in Hampshire, has left all 
disabled and elderly people 
who depend on services paid 
for by local authorities but 
provided by private 
organisations in a very 
vulnerable position. 
Disabled and elderly people 
need protection to ensure that, 
among other things, they are 


love a good demo! A crucial 

part of any major political 

campaign has to be to stand 
in a public place and make it 
clear to politicians and the 
public that there is something 
you are not happy about. 

So it was great to stand 
opposite Downing Street and 
take part in the Our Lives, 
Our Choices demo for a legal 
right to independent living. 
With 200 souls, I shouted and 
sang, waved my placard and 
blew my whistle until I was 
hoarse and deafer than usual. 

Afterwards, there was a 
launch reception for the 
campaign, hosted by Lord 
Ashley and Roger Berry MP, 
the pilots of the independent 
living bill through parliament. 

And it struck me, as I 
surveyed the people in the 
room, that there are two types 


CAREIMAGES.COM 


treated with dignity, their 
personal integrity is supported, 
and that they have privacy and a 
right to family life. The 
Commission for Social Care 
Inspection lays down guidelines 
for running residential care and 
monitors behaviour, but righting 
wrongs can take a long time and 
meanwhile the individual may 
continue to be treated 
inhumanely, without protection. 

Internal complaints often 
bring retribution. Only when 
rights-based law is invoked will 
service providers begin to 
understand that the constraints 
imposed on them by 
competitive tendering, threats 
of commercial take-overs and 
government abnegation of their 
responsibilities, may risk 
turning honest endeavours to 
make a home for disabled 
people into a place of 
degrading and inhuman 
treatment. 


KELL 
Why campaigners for disability rights 


of disability rights 
campaigners. 

One type, let me call them 
the “9 to 5 campaigners”, are 
those people who are paid to 
be campaigners — policy 
officers, campaigns officers, 
parliamentary officers, 
external affairs officers, of all 
levels of seniority right up to 
chief executives — often young, 
white, educated and non- 
disabled. 

The other type — the “24/7 
campaigners” — are those who 
live and breathe the issues, and 
for whom not to be 
campaigners would be morally 
impossible — mostly disabled, 
more diverse, and generally 
older because of their 
experience of campaigning. 

And there are a few people, 
like me, who are both — 
fortunate to be paid to do 


Since the 2002 judgement, 
there have been two 
opportunities for change —a 
private members bill and 
another appeal case — and both 
failed. 

Article four of the (UN) 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, which 
the UK government signed on 
30 March, obliges governments 
to “take all appropriate 
measures to eliminate 
discrimination on the basis of 
disability by any person, 
organisation or private 
enterprise”, and provide laws 
and policies to implement these 
obligations. 

In view of the appeal court 
judgements and government 
opposition to the private 
members bill, the signing of the 
convention was another 
example of words not deeds. 
Rachel Hurst, director, 
Disability Awareness in Action 


fall into two groups 


what we are personally 
committed to do anyway. 

We need to remember that 
it is the “24/7 campaigners” 
who almost always start the 
big campaigns going, are 
prepared to lead where others 
fear to tread, and we need to 
ensure that they are indeed the 
leaders of the campaign that 
many “9 to 5 campaigners” 
then use professional skill to 
prosecute. 

Campaigns led by 
professionals alone may be 
based on the priorities of their 
organisations. Only campaigns 
which embed the leadership of 
the community campaigners 
have the credibility and 
validity to achieve real and 
lasting improvements for 
disabled people. The 
independent living bill is one 
such campaign. 


inmate aa a a 
Andy is an executive director at Scope 


“Human rights 
legislation is enacted to 
Stop abuse by national or 
local government” 

mag) National Care 

HM Association was 
F invited by the 
Department for 
Constitutional 
me Affairs to 
contribute to a Court of 
Appeal hearing on the Human 
Rights Act. 

That case [relating to a 
Leonard Cheshire home] was 
decided in 2002, but a second 
case [about a woman with 
Alzheimer’s] was decided by 
the House of Lords. 

Our understanding of 
human rights legislation is that 
it is enacted to stop abuse by 
national or local government. 

The two pertinent articles 
are: Article 3: The right not to 
have degrading treatment; and 
Article 8: The right to have a 
home. 

We strongly believe there is 
already robust legislation in 
place to offer protection to 
residents in care homes. Some 
is specific to care homes, but 
people who live in care homes 
retain their rights to protection 
from all UK law. 

It is Article 8 that has caused 


us most concern, because the 
arguments centre on whether a 
care home can be judged to be 


re industry boss Sheila Scott argues for the status quo 


a statutory body within the 
context of the HRA. 

National and local 
government has privatised many 
services that they traditionally 
provided and this is likely to 
continue. The question in 
dispute is: when local 
government contracts to have 
someone cared for in an 
independent-sector care home, 
does it also transfer its 
responsibilities within the HRA? 

In our opinion, the 
responsibility of local 
government remains unchanged 
and the duty to arrange 
housing in the event of need 
remains unaffected. 

How can a small private care 
home be judged to be a 
statutory authority? With all 
the red tape and bureaucracy 
that surrounds care homes as 
well as the important 
regulations that it is required to 
comply with to ensure the 
health, safety and well-being of 
service-users, it is essential that 
any additional legal 
requirements should bring 
extra protection. 

NCA and its members are 
certain that the protection of 
service-users would not be 
increased by making care 
homes statutory bodies within 
the framework of the HRA. 
Sheila Scott, chief executive, 
National Care Association 
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Dear Rachel 


love and loneliness © personal problems © advice and support 


Rachel Wilson, who is disabled herself, has spent many years advising 
on disability matters. Write to her at Disability Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW or email your problem to editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
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DLA drawback 


am 82 years old and have dif- 

ficulty walking. I have been 

told that I cannot claim dis- 
ability living allowance (DLA), 
even though I find things diffi- 
cult. Is this right? 


Mrs Guppy, Hayes 


It is true that once you reach 
the age of 65, you can no 
longer claim disability living 
allowance. However, if you are 
already getting disability living 
allowance when you reach 65, it 
may continue if you still have 
care and/or mobility needs. 

Even though you cannot get 
disability living allowance, you 
might be eligible for attendance 
allowance if you need help 
during the day or at night. I 
don’t know whether you are 
receiving it, but you might also 
be able to claim pension credit, 
even if you also claim 
attendance allowance. If you 
are eligible for pension credit, 
you might also be able to claim 
other benefits to help cut costs, 
like council tax benefit. 

I would suggest that you ring 
the benefits and pension credit 


Do you have concerns 
about medical treatment 
received by you or a 


helplines, and an adviser can 
help you work out whether you 
are entitled to claim. 

To find out about attendance 
allowance, tel: (freephone) 0800 
88 22 00. To find out about 
pension credit and other bene- 
fits you might be entitled to, 
tel: 0845 60 60 26S. 


Taken for a ride 


e have recently bought 
an electric trike moped 
for our son, but we can- 


not find an insurance company 
who will offer us insurance at a 
price we can afford. The only 
company that we have found 
quoted £3,660 for fully compre- 
hensive insurance for 12 months. 
Other companies we approached 
would not provide cover for a 16 
year old to ride a trike. 

Jackey, by email 


My first suggestion would be to 
contact Cycleguard, a specialist 
cyclist insurer offering a number 
of services including roadside 
assistance. Its website says that 
it will insure a 16 year old and 
offers specific cover for electric 
bikes. You can call Cycleguard 


family member? 


Foot Anstey are recognised as a leading firm in the 
investigation of medical negligence claims. We hold 
a franchise with the Legal Services Commission which 
enables us to offer Legal Aid in appropriate circumstances. 
Alternate methods of funding are also available. 


If you have any concerns regarding medical treatment 
received please call our specialist team of lawyers 
who can provide advice and support. 


on 02476 851000 from 9am 
until 7pm or visit 
www.cycleguard.co.uk. 

It might also be worth 
speaking to Fish Insurance, a 
specialist insurer of powered 
wheelchairs and disabled 
motorists. Since the tricycle is 
battery powered, Fish may be 
able to give you a quote or 
further advice. 

Tel: 01772 724442 or email: 
admin@fishinsurance.co.uk 


Easier not to work 

ntil recently, my wife was 
U my full-time carer. We 

talked about her getting a 
part-time job and asked at the 
Jobcentre. They told us we 
would be better off if she took a 
part-time job because the over- 
50s get an extra allowance for 
the first 12 months. My wife 
took a part-time job working 20 
hours a week. Her carer’s 
allowance stopped, so did my 
income support and all because 
of her part-time job. I have 
chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease and I use home oxygen 
for a minimum of 14 hours a 
day. We have been told we can 


A 
Foot Anstey ” 
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For further information or to arrange an appointment please contact 
0845 111 4008 or email: medical @foot-ansteys.co.uk 


www.foot-ansteys.co.uk 


disabilitynow August 2007 


= 


legal solutions for life 


Holiday from hell 


have just got back from a trip to Mexico. I use a wheelchair, so I 
had to talk to the travel company’s special needs department. I 
asked if the resort would be OK for me and was told it was fine, 


that they have disabled rooms, and access around the resort was 
good. Next, I asked them to sort out our taxi transfer and arranged 
a seat on the airplane in the first row, close to the disabled toilet. 

However, at Manchester airport, the check-in lady seated me 
in the middle of the plane. The staff at the departure gate had to 
ask over the tannoy if anyone wanted to change seats with me. 

When we got to Mexico, there was no taxi so I was man- 
handled into a minivan. It was the same story at the hotel: the 
accessible room was not available, so we had to stay in a stan- 
dard room that night, and I couldn’t access the bathroom. 

When we got to the accessible room, my wheelchair still could- 
n’t fit in the bathroom. Access around the resort was rubbish, as 
the ramps were steep and dangerous. We changed hotels the next 
day and it was a bit better — at least I could get in the bathroom, 
but not into the shower. There was no space to side-transfer onto 
the toilet, so my girlfriend had to lift me on and off. I also had to 
go back to the room every time I needed the toilet. 

Finally, when we got back to Manchester we found that my 


wheelchair had been crushed. 
Darren, by email 


Tam sorry that you have had such a horrendous holiday. My advice 
to you would be to make a formal complaint to the holiday 
company and try to claim some compensation. It has a 
responsibility to ensure that the advice that it gives is accurate and 
if you have asked for particular arrangements to be made, that 
these have been carried out. Write to the company’s customer 
services department including your booking number, destination 


and travel dates. 


Holiday companies have a duty not to treat you less favourably 
and the obligation to treat you fairly includes giving you accurate 
information on which you can base your travel plans. 

If you don’t get a satisfactory response, then I would also 
suggest that you contact the Disability Rights Commission for 


further advice on 08457 622 633. 


claim working tax credit, but 
this still has not been sorted out. 
To claim council benefits, we 
have to show two payslips and 
because my wife works one 
month in hand it will be three 
months before we can claim. If 
the form is not in within 28 days 
of the start of the claim, we will 
have to pay full council tax. We 
feel like chucking it all in. 

Frank, Kirkby 


I can understand the frustration 
that you and your wife feel, 
particularly as you are currently 
worse off even though your 
wife has taken a job. It is true 
that your wife is eligible for 
working tax credit because she 
is working more than 16 hours 
a week, though the claim can 
take a while to process, but it is 
worth persevering because 
many people find they are 
better off once they are 
receiving tax credits. 

I would suggest contacting 
your nearest Disability 
Information Advice Line 
(DIAL) or Citizens Advice 
Bureau to make sure that you 
are receiving all the benefits 
that you are entitled to while 
your claim is being processed. 

I would also ring the tax 
credit helpline to check the 
progress of your claim. 

Also contact your council and 
explain why you cannot show 
two payslips in the specified 


period and how paying council 
tax in full in the meantime will 
cause you hardship. 

Once you are receiving all the 
benefits you are entitled to, I hope 
you will find yourselves better off 
when your wife is working. 

For your nearest Citizens 
Advice Bureau, tel: 020 7833 
2181 or visit www.citizens 
advice.org.uk. For DIAL, tel: 
01302 310 123 or visit 
www.dialuk.info 


Help at 
“8 the end 
"yf the 


phone 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882 111. 


“Disability products make life easier, but 
prices are seldom disclosed. Why? And 
do they offer good value for money?” 


High prices 
, fou have raised a very good 
’ point. I have found this 
with most UK disability 
sites, especially for active 
wheelchairs and spare parts. 

When I ask why individual 
prices are not displayed, 
companies say: “Different 
requirements, different prices.” 

But how do companies such 
as Argos, Tesco, Asda, and 
Sainsbury’s cope? If they use 
suppliers who offer variations 
of their products, at least they 
offer starting prices. Why can’t 
disability suppliers offer the 
same service? 

And why are prices so high 
for disability equipment? I can 
buy a new bike for between £100 
and £200. But I am faced with a 
bill of £1,500-plus for an active 
wheelchair. It has a lot less 
moving parts than a bike, and no 
VAT. I was told this was due to 
the low demand. If demand is 
low, it is because of the price. 

Having a decent active chair 
is not about being flash, it’s 


about freedom, getting out 
there and living life to the full. 
Clive Hepden, West Glamorgan 


Try Hertfordshire... 
would suggest a visit to 
Hertfordshire Action on 

f Disability where all disability 
equipment prices are clearly 
marked and are often cheaper 

than elsewhere. We also have a 

mobile service that regularly 

travels to Stevenage, and I can 
supply a schedule. 

Annabelle Waterfield 

(Tel: 01707 324581) 


NEXT MONTH’S QUESTION: 
“T am registered blind, but have 
a little sight in one eye and have 
tried to get a pair of glasses on 
the high street, but retailers no 
longer supply high prescription 
lenses. Any suggestions?” 
Robert Young, Portsmouth 


Send your questions and 
answers to “Ask The Readers” 
at our usual address or email: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


inding a partner is not 

easy, and nor is having the 

space and access to enjoy 
a sexual life, especially for 
those of us who rely on daily 
support. But I think it is easy 
to forget when we are feeling 
lonely or sexually frustrated 
that life in a relationship as a 
disabled person isn’t always a 
bed of roses. 

Many people are already in 
a relationship when they 
become a disabled person. It is 
hard, physically, emotionally 
and socially to deal with the 
feelings and reactions of 
partners and others to this new 
person with impairments. 
Trying to communicate what is 
happening to our self-esteem, 
our role in life, and our sense 
of identity can be confusing, 
frustrating and upsetting for 
both people. 

It is all very well talking 
about communication being the 
answer, but many of us are 
struggling to deal with a 
changing body, a changing 
lifestyle and not least changing 
status, income and work 
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capacity. The moment you 
become disabled, the entire way 
you organise your life and relate 
to each other and the outside 
world has to change and adapt. 
Our partners’ feelings don’t 
always immediately surface, 
but can lie dormant. I saw a 
client who had MS and it never 
seemed an issue until the day 
she decided to use a 
wheelchair. That was a step 


too far. Her partner said, “I 
just can’t bring myself to be 
seen pushing a wheelchair.” 

Or the woman who came to 
me saying that she loved her 
boyfriend but was feeling 
resentful at the way he seemed 
to use his disability as a way of 
not supporting her. She felt 
taken for granted and yet felt 
guilty because she didn’t know 
if he was just “being a man” or 
he really couldn’t do things. 


Life in a relationship with a non-disabled partner is not 
easy and both parties need to acknowledge this 


Whether you enter into a 
relationship with a disabled 
person or become one of us 
when already with a partner, 
working out how impairments 
will impact upon your 
relationship is a real task. You 
are also dealing with your own 
feelings and day-to-day 
experiences of living as a 
disabled person in a non- 
disabled world. 

As a therapist, I find sex is 
nearly always the simple part of 
the problem; it is our feelings, 
our way of relating as disabled 
people with our partners, that 
is the real hurdle and challenge. 

Making a “mixed 
relationship” work is more 
complex than it might seem at 
first. It might best be looked on 
as the meeting of two different 
cultures, but it is certainly two 
different life experiences. 

Perhaps both need to 
recognise that differences are 
central, and not just about 
impairment but also about the 
social experience of disability 
versus the experiences of 
non-disability. 


Send your relationship questions to “Simon Says” at the usual postal address or email: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Have you got what it takes to make a difference 
to the future of communications? 


As the independent regulator for the UK’s 
communications industries, Ofcom tackles issues 
that impact on everyone. From regulating the 
radio spectrum to telecommunications and 
broadcasting, Ofcom plays a key role in some 

of the most talked epour ee of the £ eey. 
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You can afford a brand new 
wheelchair accessible car 


with a higher rate mobility allowance 


ge Exchange your higher rate mobility Visit your local BROOK MILLER 
: orton: allowance for a brand new car for Motability www. brookmitlerecon 
S creveryfveyers. _ leS than £45 per week. Now you rHoertod 
ne Veen” can enjoy worry-free motoring with partner today. 
a car scheme that includes: For more information, In partnership with 


Brand new car every 5 years call our helpline 


Insurance and road tax 
ie 0800 953 4002 NG 
Servicing, maintenance i 
sadeone Ts or visit 7S Motabi li Ity 


Breakdown cover www.motability.co.uk 


IT NSPS aiGeeRe A: 


Six Passenger flexible seating plus wheelchair. |B 
Basy rear wheelchair access via a patented ramp design} 


Ability House, Owler Ings Road, 
Brighouse, West Yorkshire, HDé 1EJ EEGLOME 
F R F F oS O N = DEMONSTRATION 


ON VEHICLES 
\ AI Ansa ANYWHERE IN THE 
0 es pore wp Se Bas Ee a Jo UK MAINLAND 
DISTANCE NO 
FAX 01484 401244£-MAIL of fice@brookmiller.cormOBJECT 


Open Mon-Fri 9:00am - 5:30pm Sat 10:00am - 1:30om 


vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 


www.brookmiller.com 
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Helen Smith asks why taxi journeys can't 
be made easier and cheaper 


do i= 


F or many disabled people, 
Hi 2ctting a taxi is still not 
easy. In many areas there 
ki is a severe lack of 
wheelchair-accessible vehicles 
and where they are available the 
costs can be excessively high. 

Allen Bergson, from 
Middlesex, who uses a power 
wheelchair, was shocked after 
being charged £80.11 for a 
journey from Eastcote to the 
National Hospital Holborn, 
about a 15 mile journey. He 
says: “The doctors were given 
an estimate for picking me up 
of £35. When I phoned, it was 
an estimate of £53. On the day, 
it came to £71.20. But when the 
credit card statement came, it 
was £80.11 one way.” 

Allen was told the extra cost 
was for booking fees and credit 
card charges, but the cab 
company will only guarantee to 
pick up wheelchair-users if they 
book and pay by credit card. 
Allen feels this is very unfair 
because he has no option other 
than to use a Hackney-style 
taxi and if he didn’t the cost 
would be less than £50. 

Earlier this year, RADAR 
worked to get an early day 
motion (EDM) tabled urging the 
government to introduce 
regulations for taxi accessibility. 
This is because in many areas 
there are so few wheelchair- 
accessible vehicles. It has cross- 
party sponsorship from Sadiq 
Khan MP (Labour), Tim 
Boswell MP (Conservative) and 
Alistair Carmichael MP (Liberal 


Democrat). At the time of 
writing, this EDM had received 
108 signatures. It’s unusual for 
EDMs to actually be debated in 
the House of Commons but 
they are used for demonstrating 
the extent of parliamentary 
support and by this number of 
signatures this EDM certainly 
does have support. 

Unlike most cities, where 
wheelchair-accessible taxis are 
few and far between, they are 
in abundance in London. 
However, the design of the taxi 
is not perfect and causes many 
problems for ambulant disabled 
people. Having recently started 
walking again, I find getting 
into a cab in London is the 


Holidays 


most difficult part of my 
journey (see above). For me 
and many other ambulant 
disabled people, the wheelchair- 
accessible Hackney-style cab, 
with its high step and set-back 
seats, is virtually impossible to 
get into. When I go to London, 
my only option is black 
trousers, as I know at some 
point I will be sitting on the 
floor. I know that there are 
minicabs available, but if you 
arrive at a railway station the 
only taxis in line are the 
Hackney carriage type. 

A spokesperson from 
Transport for London (TfL) 
acknowledged that this design 
does cause problems, but said 


for 


Disabled 
Persons 


Further Details at 


www.access-travel.co.uk 


Access Travel 


6 The Hillock, Astley, Manchester. M29 7GVV 


@ 0844 800 9194 


the latest taxi model, the TX4, 
introduced in October 2006, 
does include new features 
designed to improve access for 
non-wheelchair users. 

These features include an 


integral intermediate step that 
the driver can pull out and a 
height-adjustable swivel seat 


that swings out from the cab 
and then swings the passenger 
in. These two features are now 
a standard facility on all new 
taxis and are also available on 
some other recent taxi models. 
However, I’m usually in London 
about once a week and I haven’t 
come across a TX4 yet. 

The Public Carriage Office 
(PCO) says that it has 
considered licensing other 
types of accessible vehicles but 
because London’s licence 
conditions of vehicle design are 
so stringent, no other vehicle to 
date has been found to satisfy 
those licence requirements. 
However, it says it is 
researching the development of 
a vehicle design that satisfies 
the London taxi vehicle licence 
conditions of fitness. 

So, at the moment, if you 
have problems clambering into 
a cab, the only real alternative 
is to make sure you have 
booked a minicab in advance. 

Details of these can be found 
at www.tfl.gov.uk/taxis 
&minicabs. Alternatively, text 
the word HOME to 60835 and 
the phone numbers for two 
local licensed minicab 
operators plus one for a taxi 
will be sent direct to your 
mobile phone. For more 
information on this, visit 
www.cabwise.com 

So, although the problem of 
my not being able to get into a 
taxi in London isn’t solved, 
there are a few solutions. 
What’s harder to resolve is the 
lack of wheelchair-accessible 
taxis everywhere else, and this 
will only be resolved in many 
places if the government brings 
regulations in. 


QUALITY KITCHENS << EXPERT DESIGN 


\ 


Bq DESIGN matters 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all 


the difference to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters provides a comprehensive design, supply and 
installation service for individuals, OTs and others with a 
responsibility for access. We create kitchens that are purpose-built 
to the needs of each individual client. Which means we supply 
kitchens where abilities really can flourish. 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 
been designing kitchens for 26 years. He designed 
both kitchens at Stoke Mandeville Hospital, at the 
DLF, and at the SIA headquarters. With over 300 
designs to his credit, he can bring extensive 
professional knowledge, experience and insight to 


your project. 


Design Matters - accessible design, by and for disabled people 


Visit our fully accessible showroom with easy parking just off J3 or 4 of the M40: 
Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath, High Wycombe, Bucks, HP10 9NB 
Tel: 01628 531584 Fax: 01628532389 Web Site: www.dmkbb.co.uk 
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Comedy as 


Time To Get Equal night 


s part of its Time to 

Get Equal (TtGE) 

week in June, the 
charity Scope put on a stellar 
cast of disabled performers for 
a free comedy night. 

First up, after a few 
entertaining minutes from 
veteran compere Mat Fraser, 
was Francesca Martinez, with a 
bit of good old audience 
“What is it you 
can’t do?” she asked Scope 


participation. 


chief executive Jon Sparkes, 
before running through a list of 
FAQs disabled people 
encounter on a regular basis, 
including: “Have you always 
been like that?” I found the 
point clunky and obvious, as if 
at the end she was going to 
come round with a clipboard 
and ask us what we had 
learned. If you go along to a 
comedy night performed by 
disabled comics, you have to 
expect a little impairment- 
related humour — but it helps if 
it’s funny: 

Things shaped up a little 
from then on, with Steve 
“Britain’s only deaf comedian” 
Day (pictured) next on the bill. 
His act took in the pitfalls of 
trying to communicate in a 


“My bank 


hearing world: 


DOBLO DUO 


adva 


HUGH THOMPSON 


manager was actually saying 
‘your account...’ [say it out 
loud, slowly], along with Deaf 
politics, and comedy 
subtitling. Picture the shock 

of deaf viewers when Ann 
Widdecombe MP was 
subtitled as saying, “I will give 
you anal joy,” when what she’d 
said turned out to be the 
disappointingly scandal-free, 
“T will give you an analogy.” 

Last on stage was comic 
Tanyalee Davis, who 
entertained the audience with 
a mixture of older material 
about LPA (Little People of 
America) conventions: “Just 
picture a thousand dwarves 
doing the YMCA in lower 
case,” and less familiar jokes 
about the terrors of Primark 
for the uninitiated. 

With all three comics 
heading for the Edinburgh 
Fringe this summer, now is 
your chance to find out how 
they fare in front of a 
mainstream audience... 

Ivy Broadhead 
e For more about Time to Get 
Equal, see www.scope.org.uk/ 
timetogetequal 


| ea burgh Fringe 


lea he ever-growing 
' |. Festival programme will 


i 
include over 2,000 shows at 


| 
_ over 250 venues this year. 
_ Performers include Francesca 
_ Martinez, Laurence Clark, 
| Chris McCausland, Natasha 
Wood and the Crippendales, as 
_ well as Steve Day and Tanyalee 
F Davis, members of comedy 
_ group Abnormally Funny 
' People, who are both taking 
solo shows to the festival. 
Other shows include A 

| (Gay Disabled Transsexual) 
| Love Story Told to a Ticket 
| _ Inspector at Alton Towers, a 
t eee comedy based on the 
_ experiences of actor and 


tae! Fringe Festival preview 


theatre producer Robert Softley, 
who was refused entry to a 
theme park because he didn’t 
have a carer with him. 

In Heelz on Wheels a father 
and son swap tales and 
confessions, while CripToNite’s 
Fluff is about three girls and 
their world of “shiny kettles, 
wheelchairs that bomb and 
immaculate ironing”. The cast 
includes Liz Carr, also a 
member of Abnormally Funny 
People, and Sophie Partridge. 
There’s also an Effing and 
Blinding cabaret from Extant 
theatre company. 

Chickenshed theatre company 
(pictured) will be there with its 
latest show As the Mother of a 


www.AutomotiveGroup.co.uk 
¢\ Creating quality Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 


Brown Boy, which explores 
racism, and there will also be a 
chance to catch Deafinitely 
Theatre’s show Playing God, 
about a man whose life is 
turned upside down. 

For children, Steve Holland 
returns with Voice Stealer 2 — 
Curse of the Umbrellotron, 
an interactive show which 
explores speech impairments, 
and Krazy Kat theatre 
company’s Growing 
Growing...Gone! The story 
of Jack and the Beanstalk 
integrates sign language in its 
performances. 

e The Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival runs from 5 to 27 
August. Prices vary, and some 
shows are free. Tel: 0131 226 
0000, www.edfringe.com 

Shows are held in a variety 
of venues around the city and | 
access, space and facilities will | 
vary. Reasonable adjustments 
will be made at each venue to 
accommodate individual 
needs. 

To find out more, discuss 
access requirements and to 
book wheelchair spaces, tel: 
0131 226 0002. For 
information on BSL- 
interpreted, audio-described 
and captioned performances, 
tel: 0131 226 0026, 
www.edfrin Be com 


NG 
7) iT 


no obligation home demonstration 


0191 2628090 


NIL 


nce paymen 


on Motability 5 year Contract Hire Scheme 


»| ao Segedunum Domus, Fisher Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 4NH 


Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled Ity 


t 
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Film 

The Disability Rights 
Commission’s documentary 
and short films are now 
available on YouTube, 
including its award-winning 
film The Appointment, 
which is about impairments 
in the workplace. See 
www.youtube.com. For 
subtitles, audio description 
or BSL interpretation, see 
www.drc-gb.org 


Copying Beethoven is a 
period drama featuring 
Beethoven’s later years, when 
he became deaf. Ed Harris 
stars as Beethoven, with 
Diane Kruger as an 

assistant who helps him 
write his ninth symphony. 


Exhibitions 

The National Deaf 
Children’s Society (NDCS) is 
exhibiting work from young 
people who took part in the 
NDCS Young Authors and 
Artists Project, at the Newry 
Arts Centre in Newry from 
17 August to 5 September, 
and then at the Millennium 
Forum in Londonderry. 

e@ Contact the NDCS, tel: 020 
7251 5020, www.ndcs.org.uk 


Redefining Bedlam: The Art 
of Healing the Mind will be 
at the Novas Contemporary 
Urban Centre in London to 
18 August. The free show, 
which features work from 
artists who have experienced 
mental health problems, 
aims to challenge 
perceptions and myths 
surrounding mental health. 
e Tel: 0870 906 3200, 
WWW.NOVAS.OTg 


I Stand Corrected? will be at 
the Northampton Museum 
and Art Gallery to 16 
September. The exhibition 
will showcase the museum’s 
collection of orthopaedic 
footwear through the ages, 
as part of a UK-wide project 
to improve how disability is 
represented in museums. Free. 
e Tel: 01604 838111, www. 
northampton.gov.uk/museums 


Music 

The Mystery Jets will be 
performing at Field Day, a 
summer féte on 11 August in 
Victoria Park, London E9. 

e £22.50. Tel: 08700 600 100, 
www.fielddayfestivals.com 


Sitar player Baluji Shrivastav 
will be performing at the 
London Mela in 


Gunnersbury Park on 12 
August as part of his Shadow 
of the Lotus tour. 

e Visit www.baluji.com 


For more What’s on: 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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Sizzling summer reads 


You don't need to be jetting off to the sun to enjoy DN’s pick of this summer’s books 


BRILLIANT. VERY FUNNY Mark Nuala mental health problems within a learns to communicate with the 
A Spo Teas Haddon’s a friend Gardner's A family unit. Fourth Estate, £12.99 help of a moonbird. For ages 
of BO THES latest novel is Rice Friend Like ‘ one to five. Corgi, £5.99 
me «A Spot of | : Henry tells Children’s books 
ap ~ Bother, a acta Y  thetrue story The seventh and final Sophie 
ae 9 family tale “areiedoe of a family instalment of the Harry Potter Smiley’s Team 
eh! about a man with an series, Harry Potter and the Trouble, which 
HADD@N - who autistic child Deathly Hallows, is out in is illustrated 
~ develops whose life is hardback, large print and ~ by Michael 
mental health problems. transformed when he is given a audiobook — including both 28 Foreman, is 
Vintage, £7.99 dog. The story was told in the adult and children’s CD about a 
Haddon’s bestselling, multi- TV drama adaptation After versions. The RNIB is also Meciesind by football-crazy 
award-winning novel The Thomas earlier this year. producing a Braille version. MICHAEL FOREMAN family, 
Curious Incident of the Dog Hodder and Stoughton, £14.99 The audiobook is read by including son Bobby, who has 
in the Night-time, about a Stephen Fry. Bloomsbury, Down’s syndrome. Anderson 
boy with autism, was recently Sharon Neill, who is a medium, hardback: £17.99; Press, £4.99 
voted one of the top 25 books _ has written an autobiography, audiobook: £75 
of the last 25 years in a poll Second Sight, an account of her Deeper than Blue by Jill 
by customers at bookseller career and her visual Paul Magrs’ Hucklesby is the story of 
Waterstone’s. impairment. Orion, £16.99 Twin Freaks 13-year-old Amy Curtis, a 
is narrated by county champion swimmer 
poaredr toe es Frank: In the Key of Genius by Adam Helen, who is who loses part of a leg in 
FRANK — Gardner’s Ockelford tells the story of of restricted an accident but continues to 
GARDNER Blood & Sand Derek Paravicini, a pianist who growth, and pursue her Olympic dream. 
— is the BBC is blind and has learning is about her Orchard Books, £5.99 
security difficulties. Ockelford, a music family’s 
___ corres- psychologist, is Paravicini’s js Obsession The Booktrust, which promotes 
4 pondent’s teacher. Paravicini was the with talent books and reading, runs 
account of subject of an Extraordinary shows. It takes a humorous Bookstart, an initiative for 
being shot in People documentary on look at the shallow world of children that also provides 
Saudi Arabia while reportingon | Channel Five earlier this year. instant celebrity. Simon and information on accessible books. 
Al-Qaeda, which resulted in Hutchinson, £17.99 Schuster, £6.99 Books promoted by the scheme 
him becoming paraplegic and a include touch-and-feel books, 
wheelchair-user. The memoir In Kim — Moonbird audiobooks, signing books and 
has been updated this year. Edwards’ AY, by Joyce books that include positive 
Bantam Press, £7.99 novel The ©) Dunbar images of disabled children. 
Memory tells the There is also a Booktouch pack 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown’s Keeper's story of a for babies and young children 
latest book is Courage: Eight Daughter, 4 princewho aged 0 to four who have visual 
Portraits, an exploration of which is set in RK isunableto impairments. 
influential figures including the 1960s, 4@ hear or @ Tel: 020 8516 2977, 
Nelson Mandela and Martin doctor David mma! speak, but www.booktrust.org.uk 


Luther King. Henry gives away one of his 
Bloomsbury, £16.99 newborn twin daughters, SafeSides 
Phoebe, who has Down’s 
Travelling to Infinity: My syndrome. The book tells the 
Life with Stephen is a story of the following years in 
rewritten memoir from Jane the lives of the father and the 
Hawking, Stephen Hawking’s nurse who adopts Phoebe. The 
first wife. Alma Books, novel is one of this year’s 
£16.99 Meanwhile, Stephen summer reads in Channel 4’s 
Hawking and his daughter Richard and Judy book club. 
Lucy have written a children’s Penguin, £7.99 
science book, George’s Secret 
Key to the Universe, which Notes from an Exhibition is the 
will be published in latest novel from Patrick Gale, 


September. which explores the effect of 


PN Accessible ._ 
Ap Property REGISTER 


Bringing accessible property into the mainstream 


Y Find accessible and adapted property in all parts of the UK 
JY Advertise accessible and adapted property for sale and rent 
/ Private residential and social housing 


Featured Property 

Town centre studio flat, 
Leatherhead, Surrey. 

Designated parking, lift. £159,950 


SAFESIDES... CLEARLY SAFER 


Prevents injury, entrapment and sensory deprivation 
Suitable for adults and children. 


Call Genie Care NOV 


i i ? da ade i 
Looking for a reliable estate agent? Let us recommend an = EREE demonstration tel: 01903 733377 


APR Approved Partner in your area. 


All APR services are free of charge to private individuals 
www.accessible-property.org.uk 
0114 230 7058 


Genie Care Ltd, T6 Rudford Industrial Estate, Ford, Arundel, West Sussex BN18 OBF 
fax: 01903 734368 email: sales@geniecare.com web: www.geniecare.com 
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Scope needs you 


Scope is a national disability organisation with a 
turnover of £100 million per annum. Our focus is people 
with cerebral palsy and our mission is to drive the 
change to make our society the first where disabled 
people achieve equality. 


We are currently undertaking a review of our governance structure 
and we now want to appoint a Chair and Trustees at our AGM in 
October, for an initial period of one year. 


Chair 

To undertake this role you will have a proven track record of leading 
and supporting major change in a large and complex organisation. 
You will also need to: 

# provide strong leadership and think strategically 

= communicate effectively and be an excellent ambassador 
representing Scope at the highest level 

= and ideally have personal experience of disability 


Trustees 
Trustees are needed to join our Board to help shape future strategy 
and achieve our mission. 
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We would like applicants from a variety of backgrounds, ideally 

with experience as a trustee or non-executive director, together with 
knowledge of finance, provision of services that empower and 
support disabled people, charity or company law, marketing, 
business development, or property management. We are especially 
keen to hear from disabled people or their relatives. 


These roles are unpaid but travel and expenses will be paid. 


Scope campaigns to banish disablism and delivers a wide range of 
services to support disabled people and their families to have choice 
and control over their lives. 


If you would like to help Scope achieve its mission please request 
an application pack from: sue.bell@scope.org.uk 


or by post to: Susan Bell, 
Secretary to the Board at Scope 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


Time to get equal 
Tel: 020 7619 7171 


scepe 


About cerebral palsy. 
For disabled people achieving equality. 


Information is also available at 
www.scope.org.uk/jobs 


Deadline for applications is 
Friday 17 August 2007. 
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Softly softly 


Bob Ross on the latest household and mobility aids 


SHEEPSKIN WHEELCHAIR FLEECE 


What? The Australian Company Woolprotec has produced a 
sheepskin fleece wheelchair set which includes back, seat, arm 
and footrest covers. The Woolprotec wheelchair set of covers is 
designed for use on standard wheelchairs, electric wheelchairs 
and power wheelchairs. Providing comfort and pressure relief, 
the fleece covers are designed to be used with any gel, foam or 
air cushion combinations. An important feature of the fleece 
set is that the covers are machine washable up to a 
temperature of 80 degrees C and can be tumble-dried. 

Fleeces retain their softness even after repeated 

washing. At present, the wheelchair fleece is only 

available in green but will be available in other colours in 


the near future. 
How much? £199 


Where? Aussie Fleece and Home Products, Winchfield Lodge, Old 
Potbridge Road, Winchfield Hook, Hants RG27 8BT, tel: 0845 166 8020 or visit www.aussiefleece.co.uk 


QUICK 
SUCTION RAIL 
What? Travelling around to 
different locations, | often 
need to hang on to a rail for 
support and find that there 
isn’t one available. One 
solution to this problem is 
the portable suction grab 
rail. Supplied by Gordon 
Ellis, the Quick Suction grab 
bar is ideal for carrying 
around for use in temporary 
locations as a supporting 
rail. The Quick Suction grab 
bar can be used on non- 
porous surfaces such as 
tiles and glass, and will 
easily attach to baths and 
shower cubicles. The grab 
bar is lightweight and will 
attach to surfaces without 
damaging them, and requires 
no drilling or screw fixing. It 
comes in two sizes, 20" and 
24", both of which have a 
30kg weight limit. 

How much? £22.99 (20") and 
£24.99 (24"), inc VAT 
Where? Gordon Ellis and Co, 
Trent Lane, Castle 


Donnington, Derby DE74 2PY, 


tel: 01332 810504 or visit 
www.gordonellis.com 


Bob Ross is helpline 
manager for the 
Disabled Living 

Foundation 


FULL CUFF COLOURED CRUTCHES 


What? As a full-time user of crutches, | have been waiting for 
the appearance of a slightly heavier duty pair of the 
lightweight coloured crutches that have been 

available on the market for some time. 

Heavier duty coloured crutches have finally arrived in 
the form of ergonomic, soft grip, full cuff crutches from 
Robotec. 

These German-manufactured crutches bring comfort 
and colour to the crutch market and are designed for use 
by slightly heavier users. The handles have a soft grip 
design, which is much more comfortable than the tradi- 
tional (grey) plastic handle. The handles also come in two 
designs. The standard design has finger contours on the 
underside and allows for the use of either crutch in either 
hand. The other option is handles that are ergonomically w 
designed to fit each hand individually, which means that ? 
each crutch is therefore either left or right hand specific. A A 

The crutches are height adjustable, with cuffs designed 
to allow for larger forearms and bulkier clothing. The cuffs offer a 
choice of three positions and the cuffs, handles and ferrules come 
in a range of matching colours — turquoise, royal blue, red, black or 
pale grey. 

How much? £24.99 (exc VAT) per pair 
Where? OTS, PO Box 234, Malvern WR14 1QB, tel: 0845 2607061 
or visit www.otstores.co.uk 


THE SUPERKETTLE 


What? No lifting or pouring — the Superkettle 

provides hot water at the push of a button. The 

Superkettle is a safe and easy-to-use means of 

providing constant hot water for drinks. The 

Superkettle is designed for use inthe domestic © 

kitchen but is also suited to office use. It is 

designed for constant use and, once heated, water —— 
temperature is maintained at just below boiling point, using a small 
amount of standby energy. The Superkettle has built-in protection 
against overheating and boiling dry and has a similar footprint to that 
of a conventional kettle. Designed for low power consumption, the 
Superkettle will, when fully filled with cold water, reach temperature in 
less than 30 minutes and then provide constant hot water, instantly, as 
required. The Superkettle comes in two sizes — 3 litre and 3.2 litre 
capacity — and is ideal for use by people with restricted lifting movement. 
How much? £49 (3litre) or £51 (3.2 litre). 

Where? Newtonz, 21 Magnolia Court, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 
3LG, tel: 0115 822 6510 or visit www.superkettles.co.uk 


VISCO ELASTIC HAND PADS 


What? When using crutches of any type, 

pressure on the hands is often a 

problem and a major cause of 

discomfort. One way of dealing with this 

is to use padding on the crutch handles. 

Visco elastic hand pads are a convenient 

and durable means of cushioning the 

hands. Made with Visco elastic memory 

foam these hand pads can be wrapped 

around crutch handles and are ideal for 

use by people with hand impairments or 

weak or fragile skin. The hand pads are ea 

secured using a Velcro strap. They are also ideal for use on walking | 
stick handles, rollators and walking frames. 

How much? £16.99 per pair 

Where? Ways and Means, Nottingham Rehab Supplies, Findel 
House, Excelsior Road, Ashby De La Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 
1NG, tel: 0845 606 0911 or visit www.nrs-uk.co.uk 


3 neoprene 


| 
hea It Ci T } ae 


¢ Free home trial 


¥ long life neoprene bibs 


@ 
Y anti-bacterial (kills MRSA) Rent or buy 
JY waterproof ¢ Direct from 
¥ stainproof + washing the manufacturer 
mre ; machine 
¥ comfortable proof! ° Next day 
installation 
available 
¢ Slimline 


fold-away design 
¢ Safe and reliable 3 
° Easy to use controls 


Proudly Supporting 
@ variety club 
the children's charity 


Chority Reg No: 209259 


CALL US NOW ON FREEPHONE 


0800 19 19 19 


FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 


AC/DINOS507 


Red aaa! Sy 


: www.bibetta. com 


Tel/fax: 01223 840236 Bibetta Limited, PO Box 245, Cambridge, CB1 OWX 


YOU. ROL FOE Ae 


Goh VCE 
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English Heritage has 
published Access Guide to 
English Heritage Properties, 
which gives information on 
accessible facilities at English 
Heritage properties around 
the UK, including lifts, 
ramps, induction loops, 
virtual and audio tours, 
tactile exhibits and scented 
gardens. The guide includes 
the latest access features in 
specific properties. English 
Heritage welcomes feedback 
and suggestions on what 
more they can do to make 
their properties as accessible 
as possible. Available in 
various formats. Free. Tel: 
0870 333 1181, www.english- 


heritage.org.uk/accessguide 


The Physical and Sensory 
Impairment (PSI) Network 
(Leeds) has produced a 
postcard to draw attention to 
the problems of inconsiderate 
parking, including parking in 
accessible bays, parking on 


pavements and parking in 


| Scope has launched Scope 

| Response, a new information 
| service providing free advice 
| and support on cerebral 

| palsy and other disability 


front of dropped kerbs. The 
postcard iS designed to be 
used when people see a car 
that is parked inappropriately. 
Contact Linda Boadle, tel: 
0113 297 7942, email: 
linda.boadle@val.org.uk 


The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) has 
published Coming together: 
mental health, equality and 
human rights, which has been 
produced by the DRC’s 
mental health advisory 
group (MHAG). It outlines 
MHAG?’s views on the future 
of public policy and public 
services In preparation for the 
start of the Commission for 
Equality and Human Rights 
(CEHR) in October. Tel: 0845 
762 2633, downloadable free 
on the DRC website at 
www.drc-gb.org 

The DRC has also published 
a series of event guides 
including listings, special 
offers, access information and 
interviews. The guides are 


issues. There are two parts, 
Helpline Response, which is 
a first point of contact, and 
Regional Response, which 

includes extra support such 


being distributed as part of the 


GOJO campaign, which aims 
to encourage young people to 
use public transport and get 
out and about this summer. 
Tel: 0845 762 2633, 
www.mygojo.co.uk and 
www.drc-gb.org 


UK Youth, a national youth 
work charity providing a 
network for young people, 
has produced So what is 
inclusion?, an interactive 
resource pack aimed at 
supporting the development 
of inclusive practice in youth 
work. The pack, which 
includes a CD-Rom and a 
poster, has features including 
sound clips and learning 
activities. Tel: 01425 672347, 
wuww.ukyouth.org 


Deafness Matters is a DVD 
produced by young people 
with hearing impairments, 
aimed at making people more 
aware of what it’s like to have 
a hearing impairment. The 


as home visits and help with 
correspondence. Tel: 0808 
800 3333, email: 
response@scope.org.uk, 
www.scope.org.uk 


DVD is part of a life skills and 
confidence-building project 
for young people to help them 
prepare for leaving school and 
starting work. The DVD 
includes role-plays based on a 
number of different scenarios, 
such as buying a ticket at a 
train station and a job 
interview. See 
www.erikastevenson.co.uk/ 
deafnessmatters.htm 


The Economist is launching 
an audio edition of the full 
newspaper each week, in 
collaboration with Talking 
Issues. It is free to Economist 
subscribers, or $8 per edition 
for non-subscribers. Current 
editions can be downloaded 
at www.economist.com/ 
audioedition 


Family Advice and 
Information Resource, which 
provides information for 
people with learning 
difficulties, has published 
guides on skin cancer and 
giving up smoking, the 
latest booklets in the Keep 
Yourself Healthy series. Free 


in some parts of Scotland, or 
£1 in the rest of the UK. Tel: 
0131 662 1962, 
www.fairadvice.org.uk 


The National AIDS Trust 

has produced You can't 
always tell... A guide to 
‘unseen’ disabilities for 
small businesses, as part of 
the Ensuring Positive 
Futures project. The guide 
provides advice to help small 
business owners ensure 

that they are providing a fair 
and equal working 
environment for employees. 
Free. Tel: 020 7814 6767, 
www.nat.org.uk 


—————___——- 


| 
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Wanted 


DN reader Claire O’Brien- 
Ellington is putting together 
a wheelchair football team 
with Suffolk Football 


Association. Training and 


games will take place at the 
Whitton sports centre in 
Ipswich. If you are interested 
in becoming a member of the 
team, contact Claire, tel: 
07786 062656. 


Former RADAR chief executive Kate Nash is now political advisor 
for DirectEnquiries Ltd, the nationwide access register. 


the countdown has started 


visit daily for updates 


URL -EL/OLLT IO;©r 
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www.wav-evolution. 


Classified 45 


iN ae ee é 3 i ae ae * “4 ous 4 i : lease Belt: 2h a 
For further details: email: liberty@london.gov.uk + website: www.london.gov.uk « recorded information: 020 7983 4277 + minicom: 020 7983 4458 | 
For 24 hour London travel information: telephone: 020 7222 1234 + textphone: 020 7918 3015 + website: www.tfl.gov.uk/journeyplanner 
Free mobility bus on the day between Westminster Tube and Trafalgar Square, courtesy of Metroline. 


Rees al 


Organised by 


MAYOR OF LOND 


working together with Deaf and disabled Londoners 


Transport 
for London 


/ s. Tregoose farmhouse ay : 
| Luxury self catering accommodation. a | 


bear 


Helston, Cornwall ened | 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


A spacious and luxurious farmhouse in a peaceful 
and scenic countryside setting. 

Indoor heated swimming pool and games room. 
The ground floor has been especially adapted for 
disabled people and includes a double bedroom, | 
single bedroom and a wet room, it sleeps 3 (+ 1 cot), } 

or the complete property sleeps 9 (+ 2 cots). 
Call Hazel on 01209 714314 or 07977 269936 

Or visit www.tredooselet.co.uk | 
ok now for special ground floor only rates} 


NOW SUCCESSFUL film 
CRASH TESTED 


Near Salisbury — newly converted 
stable block self-catering units. Ground 
floor 1 double/twin bedroom en-suite 
wheel-in shower. Upstairs 1 double, 

1 single, shower room. Open plan 
kitchen & living room. Patio & shared 
garden. ETB category 2, 4-star highly 
commended. Non-smoking. Prices from 
£195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 
349002, e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, 
www.old-stables.co.uk 


Algarve Carvoeiro 


Spacious private villa with pool 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 


and hoist overlooking golf course. 


3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
a 
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including wheel-in shower. 
Totally level throughout. 
For more information call 
Debbie Wells on 01277 354313 
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Wet room 


www.grosvenorwestcliff.co.uk 


An annual 5-day and 3-day camp for those with or without disabilities. 


Ideal for Inclusive clubs, Phab and Gateway clubs, Youth Groups and 
families with disabled young people. They provide an opportunity to 
try out new activities, make new friends and have loads of fun! 


Activities include climbing, archery, adventure course, 
zipwire, speedboat, art, music, fishing, bowling, discos, 
live bands plus lots more! 


This year's dates: 19th to 24th and 24th to 27th August 2007 


For further information call 01206 383226; 
email info@merseafestival.org.uk or visit the 
website: www. merseafestival.org.uk 


|“ Hoe Grange Holidays 


Luxurious SC log cabins 


In the Derbyshire Peak District 
* M2 wheelchair accessible 
* Full disabled wet-room shower 
* On working farm 


Tel: 01629 540262 


| Hertfordshire 
Petasfield Stables Holiday Cottages 4 Star 
accommodation. One and two bedroom cottages. 


Stunning, wheelchair accessible converted stables, in 
the Hertfordshire countryside. Riding, carriage driving 
available. Sleeps two — six people. Level access, wheel- 
in-showers, shower chair provided. Electric sink and 
hob riser in one kitchen. Voyager hoist in one cottage. 
Private wild flower and sensory garden. Broadband 
internet in all four cottages. Historic Hertford town centre 1.5 miles. Easy reach of 
London, Cambridge and St Albans and major road links. Transport from railway 
stations can be arranged. For more information contact: Helen Clark: 01992 504201. 
helen@petasfieldcottages.co.uk, Website: www. petasfieldcottages.co.uk 


24 hour care available 
Physiotherapy 
services on request 


Come and stay at the South 
East’s award-winning holiday 
hotel for elderly and disabled 
people, their families and carers 


Enjoy the miles of flat promenade and 
‘blue flag’ beaches, as well as all the 
entertainment the hotel has to offer 


Ground floor en-suite 
bedrooms with 
accessible showers 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair 
accessible, 1 with wheel-in shower 
room. Mostly en-suite. Electric bed. 

On working farm — peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist 
attractions. Indoor heated 
swimming pool. 


Spacious Six Birth All Electric 
Wheelchair Accessible Caravan situated 
on a well known holiday park within 
just a mile of the local sandy beach. 
The Caravan includes a microwave, 
conventional oven with hob, colour TV 
and is fitted with wide sliding doors, 
over bed grab handles, walk/role in 
shower room with full wet-floor also 
included with the hire are Free Club 
Passes, Free Electricity, Free Wheelchair 
loan and (subject to availability) 
Free Mobility Scooter loan. 

Site facilities include indoor and outdoor 
pools, sauna, steam room, children’s 
play area, hire shop, launderette, 
amusement arcade, licensed club, 
snack bar & restaurant, crazy golf and 
seasonal entertainment. 
Discount available for booking two or 
more consecutive weeks. 

Tel: Devon ASBAH on 01803 522256. 
Web: www.dasbah.co.uk 


Hartgrove Farm 
Shaftsbury Dorset 
Award winning holiday cottages on 
working farm. A really lovely holiday for 
disabled guests and their families. 
Glorious countryside and views. 
Logfires. C.H. Wheel-in shower. 
Mobile Hoist and other equipment. 

Tel: 01747 811830 


www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Normandy France 
Magnificent accessible farm house in 
beautiful | acre garden. Sleeps 14 
(6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms) huge 
G.F. ensuite bedroom, Wheel-in 
shower, bath, mobile hoist. Superb 
heated swimming pool, 25 mins unspoilt 
sandy beaches. Only | hr from port. 
Tel: 01747 812019 


www.normandyfarmhouses.co.uk 


It’s not the love that runs out... 


BREAK really lives 

up to its name - 

providing 

supported holidays 

and respite care for 

people with learning disabilities. 


just the stamina 


| Year-round specialist care supported 
holidays are provided for children and 
adults with a range of learning and 
physical disabilities, including those with 
high level needs and_ challenging 
behaviours. 


Guests enjoy an all inclusive holiday with 24-hour special care and a range of 
outings and activities on the Norfolk coast. 
* Now booking for 2008! 


To find out more or for an application form, 
please call 01263 822161 


Reg. Charity No. 286650 


www.break-charity.org office@break-charity.org 


¢ 4 star e Disability grading M3 in both cottages * Each cottage sleeps 6 + infants, cot 
¢ Self catering £285-495 © Open all year ¢ Short breaks off peak © Families and all welcome 
e Pets welcome ¢ No smoking © 5 van caravan site 


Two stunning 
wheelchair accessible 
properties in the 
idyllic rural setting 

of Perigord Vert. 


The Grande Maison sleeps up to 10, the Petite 
Maison up to 5. Contact Ed Passant on 01233 
731097 or ed@accessholidays.com 
www.accessholidays.com 


Disabled & Carers 
English Coastal Holidays 


Spaciously built for quadriplegic owner. 
Ceiling hoists Elec hi/lo beds Shower/ 
toileting chairs etc. 2 flats sleep 6 and 4. 
All mod cons stunning sea/mountain views 
Heysham, Morecambe Bay. Caravan 
on sheltered site, balcony, pool complex, 
Fishing boating lake. Filey Yorkshire. 
Sleeps 4-6. 

Call Allan or Jan 01274 588142 
for brochures 


Carniasall 
Cornwall 


- Nr Truro. 
2 newly converted barns on 
small family farm. Fully 
wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bedrooms. Sleeps up 
to 6. For details contact 
Esme Eyles 01726 883240 or 


www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 


Brittany Cottage 
to let. Adapted for 
wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. 
Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 
www.brimartravel.co.uk 


GAER COTTAGES 


5* Quality self-catering cottages for ALL 
the family with an emphasis on facilities 
for disabled visitors. To cat 1, 2 & 3. 
6 of the 9 traditional Welsh stone cottages 
are single storey, easily accessible from 
the car park. Luxurious indoor heated 
swimming pool with hoist. Games room. 
Holiday care award winners. 

Visit us at www.selfcateringinwales.co.uk 


OR TEL/FAX 
01570 470275 
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APPROVED 


used mobility velaiclkes 


OVER 80 VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


The best choice of quality new & used accessible vehicles in the UK 


for example:- 


02-53Vauxhall Agila Compact Accesible Vehicles. Choice from £7995 
X-03 Suzuki Wagon R Liberty. Low Floor Compact Accessible Cars. Choice from £4995 
55 Mercedes Vaneo 1.6 Automatic 60 inches of head room. 4 seats £19995 
Vv Renault Trafic 1.9 Diesel, Rear Ramp, Low Miles - £6495 
06 Citroen Berlingo. 1,900 Miles. Low Floor, 3 seats A/C £11995 
06 Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. 4,000Miles, Low Floor. 4 Seats £11495 
51 ~Nissan Vanette 2.3 Diesel - Rear Ramp & 4 Seats - £7995 
01 Renault Master 2.2 Dci. 4/5 Seaters, Rear Chairlift, all low miles Choice From £11495 
05 Citroen Dispatch 1.9D, 23,000 Miles. Low Floor, 3 Seats £11495 
01  Citreon Dispatch 1.9D — Full Lowered Floor and Rear Ramp - £8995 
03 Mercedes Vaneo 1.9 Trend, 34,000 Miles. Brand New Jubilee Wheelchair Conv £14995 
02 Volkswagen Transporter - 1.9D With Rear Ramp & Extra Seats - £12995 
53 Kangoo 1.6 Automatic - With Air Con & Lowered Floor - £10495 
52 Mercedes Vaneo 1.7 TD Ambiente Auto, 28,000 Miles. Brand New Jubilee Conv £15995 
03 Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. Lowered floor. Ramp . Winch. 3 Seats £11495 
01-05 Renault Kangoo Accessible. Huge Choice from £6495 
xX Chrysler Grand Voyager Diesel Liberty. Low floor, 5 seats , ramp £8995 
01 VW Transporter Tdi, 42,000 Miles. Folding Ramp/Winch, 4 Seats £9995 
51 VW Transporter Tdi High Roof, Auto, 24,000 Miles, Chairlift, 4 Seats £12995 
53-07 Suzuki Life Drive From Wheelchair including complex adaptations from £15995 
51 VW Transporter Tdi Auto, 44,000 Miles, Chairlift, 6 Seats £10995 
07 Fiat Doblo High Roof. Wheelchair Accessible. Delivery Mileage only from £8495 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


all available on our low deposit 
Mobility Finance Plan 


OPEN 7 DAYS . 


VOU M=( 27 


woden road south, wednesbury, west midlands, WS10 ONQ@ 


TELEPHONE: 
01626 853050 
DAYTIME 


TELEPHONE: 
01803 812291 
EVENINGS 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 
www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 
THE SOUTH’S BEST SELECTION OF MINI BUSES & CONVERSIONS 


GM Coachwork Ltd have been manufacturing specialist and wheelchair accessible vehicles 
since 1988. We always have a comprehensive range of NEW and USED vehicles available. 
Our customers include private individuals, Local council authorities, schools, hospitals, charities, 
Motability and bus operators. We are committed to ensure that the vehicle and specifications suit 
your requirements. We provide and strive to give a full and comprehensive after sales customers 
care service. Our vehicles undergo a full safety check both mechanical and associated 
wheelchair equipment. Vehicles are fully serviced and carry a minimum of 9 months MOT. 
Sold with a 3 month mechanical warranty (longer at additional cost). BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 
USED/REFURBISHED 
VOLKSWAGEN CADDY COMBI 1.9 DIESEL Registered: 18/07/01, Red, 4 seats, 1 owner, manual, 
36,000 miles, 3 Door, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, 
Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central Locking, Service History, Two rear 
saloon passenger seats, Electric Mirrors, Electric Winch, Electric windows. £5,500 


RENAULT TRAFIC SWB 1.9 DCI Registered: 08/09/03, Blue, 6 seats, 6 speed manual, 26,000 miles, Air 
Bag, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Power Steering, Radio/single CD player, Remote Central Locking, 
Service History, Side load door, Twin front passenger seat, Three rear saloon passenger seats. £11,295 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.6 LTR PETROL Registered: 2004, Dark Green, 3 seats, 2 owners, As New, 
Automatic, 7,400 miles, Electric reels, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Immaculate condition inside and 
out, Non-Slip Flooring, One rear saloon seat, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central 
Locking, Twin Side Doors. £8,995 


CITROEN DISPATCH WINDOW 1.9 DIESEL Registered: 01/04/02, Red, 4 seats, 1 owner, Manual, 
44,000 miles, Electric reels, Electric Winch, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for 
wheelchair access, Non-Slip Flooring, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central 
Locking, Service History, Single front passenger seat, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £7,995 


MERCEDES BENZ VITO 110 CDI 2.2 LTR DIESEL Turqoise, 4 seats, 1 owner, Automatic, 24,000 
miles, 5 door, Electric handbrake, Six way drivers seatbase, Adapted disabled vehicle, Air Bag, 
Electric Mirrors, Electric windows, Power Steering, RICON CLEARWAY electric wheelchair lift, 
Twin Side Doors, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £12,750 


FIAT SCUDO MONTANA 1.9D Registered: 2004, Blue, 4 seats, 1 owner, Good condition, Manual, 
40,000 miles. £8,995 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4LTR PETROL Registered: 17/12/02, Green, 3 seats, Automatic, 14,000 
miles, 5 door, Air Bag, Automatic Transmission, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear 
floor for wheelchair access, One rear saloon seat, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, 
Remote Central Locking, Service History, Twin Side Doors. £8,850 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE SWB 2.5 TDI, Registered: 01/09/02, Blue, 1 owner, Manual, 32,000 
miles, Power Steering, Ricon Clearway lift, Radio/cassette player, Rear Saloon Heating/Cooling 
System, Service History, Short wheelbase, Side load door, Single front passenger seat.£11,295 


FIAT SCUDO COMBI 2.0 JTD Registered: 18/04/02, Red, 4 seats, 2 owners, Manual, 20,000 miles, Air 
conditioning, Electric reels, Electric windows, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for 
wheelchair access, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central Locking, Twin Side Doors, 
Twin front passenger seat, One rear saloon seat. £8,495 


RENAULT MASTER SWB 2.5 DCI TURBO DIESEL Registered: 10/12/03, Blue, 5 seats, 1 owner, 
Manual, 48,000 miles, Air Bag, Could take 2 wheelchairs, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Power 
Steering, Radio/single CD player, Remote Central Locking, Service History, Short wheelbase, Side 
load door, Twin front passenger seat, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £9,995 
FIAT SCUDO COMBI MONTANA 2.0 JTD Registered: 2002, Grey, 5 seats, 1 owner, Very good 
condition, manual, 16,000 miles, A.B.S, Air conditioning, Alloy wheels, Cruise Control, Electric reels, 
Electric Winch, Electric windows, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Radio/single CD player, Two Luxury 
removable rear saloon seats, Leather trimmed seats, Adapted disabled vehicle. £12,295 
MANY MORE VEHICLES EXPECTED IN NEXT 2 WEEKS 


Various Mini-Buses and Wheelchair access in stock 
and ready to go. Phone for details 


wUodilea mooility 


www. ybileeauto.net 


WHEELCHAIR 
TRAVEL BAG © 2003 


HOLIDAY / BUSINESS? 
Will your 
wheelchair 

survive the 
flight? 
Please visit our website. 

Wwww.maydayproducts.com 

01491 680103 


WANTED! 


Wheelchair 


Accessible Vehicles 
All Makes and Models 


considered, finance settled 
Ring: 0121 550 8844 
markflavell.wamco@fsmail.net 
www.twamco.co.uk 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


yor? Extra Strong Playpens. 
prod Extra Large Stairgates. 
ew Fitted Padded Play Areas. 

A \ ) 
High Quality 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


WANTED 


Fair prices 


BEST PRICES, 


paid for clean low mileage 
WAV’s or Wheelchair Driver’s | 


0800 634 8407 


and ask for Mike or Paul 


DISCLAIMER 


DN is not responsible for 
claims made in the adverts 
it prints. Readers are 
advised to check claims 
with advertisers before 
relying on them. 


WARNING 


We have been warned 
about a scam involving 
people from overseas 
who say they want to 
buy a product and who 
offer to pay using 
cheques, Western Union 
money transfers and 
certified cheques. 
Although no DN readers 
to our knowledge have 
been hit by this, please 
be particularly wary of 
accepting cheques from 
overseas. For more 
information, visit the 
Metropolitan Police 
website. 


¢ Recruitment (on page 47 to 49) 


Engaging with Scotland’s communities to 


deliver equality, celebrate diversity, and improve N i S 


our focus on person-centred health services 
Equality & Diversity 24 
Co-ordinator 


Glasgow 
Band 5 - £19,166 - £24,803 


This is the job for people who don’t check if there is a parachute 
before jumping into the unknown. The unknown in this case is 
how to change NHS 24 so that all people, no matter who they 
are, have equal access to the same quality of health services. We 
also want to have a diverse workforce which is comfortable in 
working alongside colleagues who are different in many ways from 
themselves. We will supply you with a mountain of targets to aim 
for, limited time in which to make them happen, and can promise 
a lot of resistance to the pace and nature of change which has to 
be introduced to how we work. 


We will also give you a manager who is passionate about achieving 
all of that and more. If you want to do all of that, and have already 
started to show your capacity to deliver change and person-centred 
outcomes, then contact us for an application pack. You can also, if 
you want, try catching our Equality & Diversity Manager, Wladyslaw 
Mejka, for an informal chat about the job as well as ask him what he 
uses instead of a parachute. Ref 07/080. 


Patient Focus and Public 
Involvement Co-ordinator 


Glasgow 
Band 5 - £19,166 - £24,803 


If you feel passionately that patients and the public should be 
more involved in services and decisions that affect their health 
then this could be the job for you. However you will need more 
than enthusiasm - you will need the skills to plan, co-ordinate 
and deliver an ambitious programme of projects and be able to 
encourage and convince both service users and service providers 
to work and think differently. 


You will be able to work with people from very diverse 
backgrounds, with very different views, expectations and attitudes 
in order to deliver services that are capable of responding to 
individuals’ needs. You will also need to be on top of evaluation, 
monitoring and reporting requirements and your written and 
verbal communication skills should be of a very high standard. 


You can call Margaret Brannan, Corporate Affairs Manager, to talk 
about the job in more detail. Ref 07/078. 


For an application pack please email 
recruitment@nhs24.scot.nhs.uk or call 0141 225 0082, 
quoting the appropriate reference number. 


Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 3rd 


August 2007. 
Wsoiewal We 


s 
DIVERSITY CHAMPION = “san 


To find out more visit www.nhs24.com 
NHS 24 is committed to Equality & Diversity. 


e Courses 


iversity 


The Open Un 


Open to your needs 


The Open University believes that everyone should have the 
opportunity to fulfil their potential through learning and every 
year more than 9,000 people with disabilities and additional 
requirements study with us. 

Most courses don't have entry requirements and wherever 
possible we provide support services to enable people 
to study and take part in every aspect of university life. 
To find out more, download or request an undergraduate 
prospectus now by visiting www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Undergraduate Prospectus 2007/2008 


The Undergraduate Prospectus provides an overview of all 
the courses and qualifications available from The Open 
University at undergraduate level. It also contains general 
information about studying with us, suggested routes for 
preparing to study, and details of how to register on a 
course and qualification of your choice. 


LL EO 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 47 to 49) 


Visit forum3, 

the UK’s leading 
not-for-profit and public 
Sector recruitment event 


= Over 60 career development 
= CV advice 


= 1000s of jobs and volunteering opportunities 
= More than 150 organisations 


Exhibitors will include: 


= Barnardo's 

=» British Heart Foundation 
= CAFOD 

= Cancer Research UK 

= Contact the Elderly 


= RSPCA 

= Scope 

= Terrence Higgins Trust 
= United Response 

= World Vision 


FORUMS3 2007 
BIGGER 
AND BETTER j 
» THAN EVER 


AWAWAReaeasmeenenes Ihe UK's leading not-for-profit recruitment event 


Nis forums 


forum3 is organised by Sponsored by 


12th-13th October 2007 


4 Bye THE <882TIMES The Business Design Centre, Islington, London 
Car \ypeople PUBLIC AGENDA Friday 12th 10.00-19.00 | Saturday 13th 10.00-16.30 


FOR SALE 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, email: manny.singh@scope.org.uk 


PEUGEOT EXPERT CHAIRMAN 
1.9 Diesel. V reg, Sept 1999. Under 
26K miles. New MOT to July 
2008. FSH, 3 owners. Blue. Sliding 
door both sides. Front roof 
window. Driver plus one passenger at 
the front. Two passenger seats behind, 
one of which is removable. WAV 
by Gowrings. Double doors at 
rear, lowered floor and ramp. Electric 
winch installed by GF Clarke 
Mobility Aug 2006. £6,000. 
Offers considered for quick sale. 
Private owner in Bromley, Kent. 
Telephone: 020 8467 5196. Email: 


nj.greenoaks@btinternet.com 


DRIVE FROM WHEELCHAIR, Renault 


Kangoo expression, 1.6 2005 reg, 1 


lady owner 13k miles, push pull drive, 
£23,000 ono Tel 02476 365977 (West 
Midlands). 


RENAULT MEGANE HATCH SL 1.6 Auto. 
Hologram Grey Oct 2005 registration. 
Flip Accelerator fitted, 24,200 miles, 
one owner from new, full service his- 
tory, taxed to the end of September 
2007. £6950 o.n.o: Tel 07950 835293 
(Hampshire). 


FIAT FIORINO 1.7, RED, diesel, 
1995 (M reg), 36k miles. Constables 
wheelchair conversion incl rear 
ramp, carries 5 including wheelchair. 
In excellent condition, only 2 
owners from new, MOT until Feb 
08, tax until Nov 07. £900 ono. 
Tel: 01279 860901 (Harlow, 
Essex). 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.2 Authentique. 
2002 Reg. Constables conversion, 
lowered floor, wheelchair access ramp 
and inertia reel belts. Seats 3 plus 
wheelchair. Excellent condition. Only 
one owner. FSH, MOT + Tax, Only 
10k miles. £6,350 ono. Tel: 020 8216 
3564 (Barnet, North London). 


HONDA ELEMENT 4 WES, 6,000 miles, 
fully loaded, automatic, pillarless 
cargo doors, metallic silver, fully 
loaded, immaculate, petrol 2.4, person 
hoisted into passenger seat weight 
limit 30st £14,995 phone Paul 
07921076703 (Rochdale). 


FIAT FIORINO 1.4 1999 blue. Universal 
conversion for disabled person. 
Lowered floor, electric inertia 
reel self-tensioning and self-retracting 
belts, lightweight Portaramp, 
high roof, panoramic windows. 
Seats for four plus wheelchair. 
Very economical. Excellent condition. 
Only 23,600 genuine miles. FSH. 
Taxed end of October. MOT to May 
2008. £1,995 for quick sale. Tel. 0118 
982 9660 (daytime) or 07881 816653 
(before 9 p.m.) (Berkshire). 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE, P plate 
1997, Ricon side lift, green, electric 
windows, CD player, sun roof, MOT 
11 months, VGC, FSH. £5000 ono, 
Tel: 01254 852771 (Lancashire) or 
07792003016. 


FORD TRANSIT, 1993, Automatic. 56K 
mileage, raised roof, tail 
lift, Mot Oct 07. £975 ono. Tel 
02392 648268 (Hampshire) or 
jpsredwine@yahoo.co.uk 


FORD FIESTA COURIER 1.3 automatic, 
Power steering, Constables conversion 
lowered floor, wheelchair access ramp 
and inertia reel belts. 4 seats (remov- 
able) plus wheelchair, N reg 1996 new 
shape. Tax Jan 08, MOT Oct 07, 54k 
miles. New exhaust and battery. 1 
lady owner, excellent runner. £1,495 
ono. Tel: 07939 037 084 or e-mail 
bansis@gclaw.co.uk 


2004 VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER 
‘Special’ 888 model with Ricon 
Wheelchair Lift. 2.4 Turbo Diesel 
engine. Only 21,900 miles. With 
four seats and wheelchair anchoring 
system for two wheelchairs plus 
wheelchair passenger’s safety harness. 
In excellent condition throughout. 
Power steering, central locking, 
ABS, radio/cassette. £9750. Tel. 
01494 $26281 / 07903 337005. e-mail. 
jack.lee9@btinternet.com for full set of 
photos and specification sheet. Trade 


MERCEDES VANEO 1.6L 04 reg, semi- 
auto, silver, air con, abs, remote cen- 
tral locking, e/windows front and 
back, e/mirrors, Sony CD player. 
Wheelchair conversion with rear lift 
or front winch, inertia belts, extra seat 
in rear. Only 17k miles, full Mercedes 
service history, 11 months’ MOT. 
£7,500 ono. Tel: 07921 775966 
(Haslemere). 


FIAT DOBLO 1900CC red, mot until 
April 08, immaculate condition. 2004 
reg, 2100 miles on clock, 2 owners, car- 
ries 1 wheelchair, 2 seat + driver, elec- 
tric winch and all restraints, rear com- 
partment fully carpeted. £7,100 o.n.o. 
Tel: 01594 845968 (Gloucestershire). 


BLUE RENAULT KANGOO, automatic, 
Oct 2002, 1390cc, Brotherwood 
wheelchair conversion, includes ramp 
and winch. Central locking, electric 
windows. Tax and MOT till Feb 
2008, 31000 miles. Bought with 
warranty Feb 2007, £9000 ono. Tel 
01273" 592329) (Brighton) es /or 
ayling_gill@hotmail.com 


VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER LWB. 130 
SE Triptronic. Option Pack 3, 8k 
miles. As new. 5 seats with 1 wheel- 
chair or 8 without wheelchair. Ricon 
K series lift. Only 1 owner from new, 
fsh. £17,750 ono. Tel: 01255 506789 
(Harwich, Essex). 


Wheelchairs/scooter 


AXIOM THREE WHEELED buggy, size 3, 
nearly new, cost £650, will accept 
£300. Tel 01246 235530 (Yorkshire). 


SQWERREL MAKS ELECTRIC highrise 
wheelchair. Cost £10,000 new, sell 
£2,000 ono, collection. Tel 0151 427 
6279 (Liverpool). 


STANNAH SHOPPER ELECTRIC scooter 
with charger, max range 12 miles on 
full charge, variable speed settings of 2 
and 4 mph, with front basket, horn 
and lights. In good condition, £750 
ono. Light and can be easily disman- 
tled to fit in car. Tel: 020 7272 5421 
(N. London). 


MODULO WHEELCHAIR HEAD / lateral 
support, with tray. Info at www.bene- 
fitsnowshop.co.uk Excellent condi- 
tion. £600 Tel: 01502 715975 (Suffolk). 


MONARCH MOBILITY SCOOTER, special 
edition, max speed 8 mph, 25 miles on 
full charge. With basket, indicators and 
front/rear lights. Two years’ old, with 
full instruction manual. In good condi- 
tion, cost £2,000 new, asking £700 ono. 
Tel: 07825 628730 (Saltburn, Redcar). 


ABC CHAIR FOR child/young adult inc. 
All supports, excellent condition. 
£250. Tel 01246 235530 (Yorkshire). 


WHEELCHAIR LIFT HBC 200, in good 
working order. Easy to install. Self 
contained hyd/elec. requires only elec- 
tric supply. Lifts chair and occupant 
to floor level and then folds up. 200 
Kg’s capacity. Tel: 01474 833009 or 
hmurray640@yahoo.co.uk 


SHOPRIDER SCOOTER AS new, Bought 
09/06 with 3 year warranty for £1500, 
hardly used, VGC, £1,250 ono, Tel: 
0167S 446297 (West Midlands) or 
zep42@ukgateway.net 


Household & Family 


SPECIAL NEEDS ALL Terrain Buggy age 
8 — 14, can attach to bike, foldable, 
with outdoor thermal suit £350. 
Email: janemuir@tiscali.co.uk 


TRIKE (THERAPLAY) 10 — adult, sup- 
portive seat, £120. Email: 
janemuir@tiscali.co.uk 


RISE/RECLINER CHAIR (A.J. Way), 
mid-brown fleck, bought Dec ’05 for 
£1,200, hardly used, asking £500 ono, 
buyer collects. Tel: 020 7272 5421 
(N. London). 
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Commission 
for Social Care 


Inspection 
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Making Social Care 
Better for People 


The Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) 


Expression of Interest For the Provision of Experts 
by Experience Recruitment, Training and Support 


The Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) seeks expressions of interest from suitably 
experienced organisations, able to demonstrate high quality and effective services to support 
the involvement of experts by experience in CSCI's inspection work. 


Organisations will be responsible for recruiting, training and supporting experts by experience 
(people who have experience of using care services including disabled and older people, family 
carers and people who use substance misuse services) to participate in regulatory and service 
inspections in all or any of the 7 CSCI regions of England. 


Organisations will need to have experience of user involvement, a strong focus on equality and 
diversity and previous experience of training and supporting people who use services. 


The tendering process will be advertised in the Official Journal for the European Union and 
consist of two stages. Organisations that express an interest will be sent a Pre-Qualification 
Questionnaire. This will be used to provide evidence which demonstrates their competence to 
deliver the specified service. Organisations will also be asked to provide supportive references 


at this stage. 


Please indicate if you require the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire on audio cassette or in large 


print. 


For further information please email property.procurement@csci.gsi.gov.uk 
The closing date for return of the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire is 5/9/07. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 


and make a big impression. Small 


ads in DN reach over 60,000 people 


for just £9 a line. All small ads must 


be paid for in advance. If you want 


to advertise, please use the form 


provided. Send it with a cheque for 
the total to Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW. 


POLLOCK SEAT THROUGH floor lift, 
Bargain at £1000. Could deliver. Tel 
01246 235530 (Yorkshire). 


2 ADJUSTABLE BEDS, as new, cost 
£800, £200 each ono, Tel 01529 
307337 (Lincs). 


Property for sale/to le 


3 BEDROOM HOUSE, adapted through- 
out for wheelchair-user or disabled 
person, close to town doctors. 
Lounge-diner, conservatory, patio 
outside back entrance. Large wet 
room. New curved stairlift. Double 
drive with room for parking at least 5 
cars. View of fields through front of 
house and golf course with a restau- 
rant a few hundred yards away. 
£199,995. Please contact Haart estate 
agents on 01376 5151123. 


AN OUTSTANDING DETACHED bungalow 
offering very adaptable accommoda- 
tion, up to four bedrooms, with plan- 


ning permission for two storey exten- 
sion, fabulous views, decent south fac- 
ing garden, on-site parking for up to 
six cars and ready to occupy following 
redecoration internally. Gas Fired 
Heating from Combi boiler, sealed 
unit Double Glazed Stained Windows, 
spacious hallway with cupboards, 
lounge with lovely aspect across the 
garden, good sized dining kitchen, 
study, dining room or 4th bedroom, 
master bedroom with en-suite bath- 
room, separate four piece Bathroom 
with walk-in shower. Designed origi- 
nally for wheelchair access, & equally 
suitable for family use having the 
space within & outside. Very popular 
cul-de-sac of stone built properties 
which don’t change hands so often. An 
excellent family or retirement oppor- 
tunity. No forward chain. £345,000. 
James Pye & Son Estate Agents, 12 
Newmarket St, Skipton, N. Yorks 
BD23 2HR. Tel: 01756 700007, 


email: info@jamespye.co.uk, web: 


www.jamespye.co.uk 


CONDITIONS 


Disability Now maintains 
the right to amend or with- 
draw For Sale adverts with- 
out prior notice. All adverts 
must comply with the 
British Code of Advertising 
Practice. 

Telephone numbers and 
addresses will not be 
placed in personal adverts, 
for confidentiality. Instead, 
Box numbers will be pro- 
vided. Likewise, telephone 
numbers and addresses 
will not be given out over 
the telephone if requested. 

Box Numbers can be 
requested for non-personal 
adverts. However, it may 
limit the response to it. If 
you want to advertise docu- 
ments, goods or services 
contact Manny Singh tel: 
020 7619 7320, fax: 020 
7619 7331. 

For Sale adverts can only 
be used by private individu- 
als. All commercial 
enquiries must be 
addressed to Manny Singh 
(see contact details above). 

DN cannot accept respon- 
sibility for loss or damage 
of adverts or letters during 
forwarding. It is the respon- 
sibility of the advertiser to 
check the content of their 
advert, and to ensure any 
abbreviations cannot be 
misunderstood. 
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THAMES 
| lead in all kinds of social regeneration 
projects, right at the hub of the community. Expect to 
pioneer exciting new initiatives with a well-managed ont 


ed 7 
ees 


e Services 


BIRKDALE PAEDIATRIC & 
ADULT NEURO CLINIC 


Advice and treatment from newborn 
babies to adults. 
A wide range of conditions treated, 
some of these include movement, 


posture, balance, walking, coordination, 


hand-function and learning difficulties. 
Specialise in cerebral palsy and neurological conditions. 
Farshideh Bondarenko DIP PHYSIO MCSP SRP 


web: www.neuro-physio.co.uk tel: 0208 998 9403 


oh iit as i is : , ee : ‘ e tS i Z 
ROYAL DEVON & EXETER NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 
__ Mardon Neuro-Rehabilitation Centre 


‘| MARDON NEURO REHABILITATION CENTRE 
b Wonford Road, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4UD. Tel: 01392 208580/2 Fax: 01392 662929 
email: www.Bernadette.George@rdehc-tr.swest.nhs.uk 


Mardon specialises in neurological rehabilitation assessments 
and treatment programmes for people with neurological 
conditions and brain injuries. The centre provides a 
| consultant-led, multidisciplinary team that offers a wide range 
of health services for individuals with neurological conditions. 
The team also work closely with families and carers. Mardon 
promotes health improvements relevant to individuals over the 
age of 16 years and works with other agencies to help 
facilitate re-integration into the community. 


Out of area referrals, legal and insurance work welcome. 
Brochure is available upon request. 


PERSONAL ADS 


For personal ads, submit about 25 words 


and send a cheque or postal order for £5 


payable to Disability Now with your ad. 


This is to help cover our costs. 
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50 : 


on a one year subscription and — 
get a free DN Mug (while stocks last) 


| | 


for the 
12 page Education 
Supplement in 
September issue 
of 


Pay just £13 for 12 Issues 
(usual price £18) 


You can now pay by Direct Debit 


Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST RLZU-YJSG-ACBJ, 800 Guillat 
Avenue, Kent Science Park, Sittingbourne ME9 8GU. 


Name: 
Address: 
Postcode: Tel No: 
an Email 
Tan an & 6. | enclose a cheque/postal order for £ made payable to Disability Now 
of eal a 5 é os : fee | authorise you to charge my Visa |_| Mastercard |_| Switch |_| 
ne s —_ Card No: JILL LILI) LILLY LL 
Virtual ae a WITTE Issue No: (Switch only) Valid from: |_| J] Expiry date:| | /_J_ J 
: Signature: Date: DNO08/07 
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All the best news, views and jobs. Available 25 August 


Our annual education supplement, with 12 pages of features including: 


Bridging the gap between education and employment 
Is the education of young carers being harmed by their family responsibilities? 


Bullying of disabled pupils in schools 


Disabled students’ experiences of gap years 


SCOOTER WINNER, 
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John Dudley thought one of his friends was 
winding him up when he was told he had won a 
£1,400 Liteway scooter in the competition we 
ran in our May issue. 

Mr Dudley, from Alfreton, Derby, was handed 
the scooter at Derby Mobility Services, the local 
dealer’s showroon for Electric Mobility, which 
provided the prize. 

Mr Dudley said: “My family and friends know | 
enter competitions but | have never been lucky 
enough to win anything. 

“Winning the Liteway scooter was a big surprise 
and | really still cannot believe | have won it.” 

More than 2,000 DN readers and visitors to the Naidex exhibition entered the competition. 

Pictured are (from left) Neil Cartledge, from Derby Mobility Services, Mr Dudley, and Stephen Perry, marketing manager 
for Electric Mobility. 
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DEADLINE 
Disability Now September 


2007 published 25 August. 
Classified deadlines: 
Booking: 10 August. Copy: 14 August. 
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